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ARTICLE I 
 

RECOGNITION 

 
A. The  Ledgemont  Local  School  District  Board  of  Education  (“Board”)  recognizes  the 

Ledgemont Education Association (“Association”), an affiliate of the Ohio Education 
Association, as the exclusive bargaining agent for all certificated/licensed personnel 
employed by the Board, excluding administrators.  Challenges to this recognition shall be 
made in accordance with the Ohio public employees’ collective bargaining law, Ohio 
Revised Code (O.R.C.) Chapter 4117. 

 
B. 1. A  teacher  retired  under  STRS  who  is  employed  by  the  Board  (“reemployed 

teacher”) prior to March 1, 2011, shall be employed under the following terms: 
 
  a. Reemployed teachers are not eligible to participate in the District’s health 

insurance program, or dental, life and/or vision insurance programs.  If, 
however, the reemployed teacher wishes to participate in any such insurance 
programs, he/she may elect to do so by paying one hundred percent (100%) 
of the monthly premiums through payroll deductions.  If STRS decides not 
to provide health insurance for reemployed teachers, reemployed teachers 
will be permitted to participate in the Board’s health insurance program at 
the same cost as regular teachers.  All payments will be made through 
payroll deduction. 

 
  b. Seniority for reemployed teachers will return to zero (0) years and remain at 

zero (0) years for the reemployed teacher’s entire “post-retirement” tenure.  
In the event of a reduction in force, the reemployed teacher will not have any 
of the bumping rights set forth in this Negotiated Agreement. 

 
  c. Reemployed teachers are not eligible for severance pay for accumulated sick 

leave and may not participate in any future retirement incentive programs. 
 
  d. Subject to these provisions, reemployed teachers are part of the bargaining 

unit. The parties acknowledge that  reemployed  teachers  have  all  the 
rights, benefits and responsibilities of the Negotiated Agreement between the 
Board and the Association except as expressly limited herein. 

 
   The parties expressly agree and fully intend this Article, Section B to 

supersede and take precedent over any inconsistent and/or contrary 
provisions of the Ohio Revised Code, the Ohio Administrative Code, and 
federal laws and regulations. 

 
 2. Effective    March    1,    2011,    a    teacher    retired    under    STRS    may    be 

employed/reemployed by the Board (“reemployed teacher”) under the following 
conditions: 

 
  a. The Board of Education may employ retired teachers when it is in the 

operational interests of the District.  When a teacher retires from the 
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   District, there is no expectation of reemployment.  Any decision to re-hire a 
teacher is solely the decision of the Board as recommended by the 
Superintendent.  A reemployed teacher who previously worked for the Board 
does not need to be interviewed by the Board for any vacant position for 
which he/she may apply.  A reemployed teacher is not guaranteed a 
particular assignment upon reemployment.  Reemployed teachers will be 
assigned to positions that are within their certification/licensure area(s) and 
are eligible for transfers pursuant to this Negotiated Agreement. 

 
  b. The Board will place a reemployed teacher at Step 5 on the salary schedule.  

The reemployed teacher will be given full credit for his/her academic 
training level, up to Masters.   The reemployed teacher will remain at Step 5 
for each year he/she is employed post-retirement.  The Board may require 
the reemployed teacher to execute a waiver of his/her prior teaching 
experience and acknowledge his/her agreement to accept placement at Step 5 
on the salary schedule.  This provision and such salary and individual 
employment contract with the reemployed teacher expressly supersedes 
Ohio Revised Code Sections 3317.13 and 3317.14, and all other applicable 
laws. 

 
  c. Reemployed teachers are not eligible for continuing contracts; rather, they 

will be awarded one-year contracts that will automatically expire at the end 
of each school year without requirement for further Board action (i.e., the 
Board does not have to nonrenew them) and without notice of non-renewal 
and without compliance with the evaluation procedures set forth in state law.  
For purposes of reemployed teachers, the parties expressly agree that this 
provision supersedes and replaces Ohio Revised Code Sections 3319.11 and 
3319.111, and may differ from the rights of other teachers contained in this 
Negotiated Agreement.  Performance evaluations of reemployed teachers 
may be conducted annually. 

 
  d. Reemployed teachers will be permitted to participate in the Board’s health 

insurance program at the same cost as regular teachers.  All payments will be 
made through payroll deduction. 

 
  e. Reemployed teachers may not accrue additional STRS credit as a result of 

their service following reemployment.  Instead, the Board and the 
reemployed teacher shall make contributions to STRS that will fund a single 
life annuity with a reserve based on the reemployed teacher’s accumulated 
contributions during his/her period of service as a regular teacher following 
reemployment.  For additional information concerning the annuity, see 
O.R.C. 3307.35. 

 
  f. Seniority for reemployed teachers will return to zero (0) years and remain at 

zero (0) years for the reemployed teacher’s entire “post-retirement” tenure.  
In the event of a reduction in force, the reemployed teacher will not have any 
of the bumping rights set forth in this Negotiated Agreement. 
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  g. Reemployed teachers are not eligible for severance pay for accumulated sick 
leave and may not participate in any future retirement incentive programs. 

 
  h. Reemployed teachers will be eligible to accumulate sick leave.  Sick leave 

shall commence at zero (0) days for reemployed teachers.  Reemployed 
teachers will earn 1 ¼ days of sick leave per month for the duration of their 
reemployment.  Reemployed teachers may request an advance of up to five 
(5) days of sick leave, if necessary. The reemployed teacher must reimburse 
the Board for any advanced sick leave that is not earned at the time the 
reemployed teacher separates from his/her employment with the Board.  
Reemployed teachers shall not be eligible to participate in the Sick Leave 
Bank provided for in this Agreement.  The parties expressly agree that this 
provision supersedes and replaces O.R.C. 3319.141. 

 
  i. Subject to these provisions, reemployed teachers are part of the bargaining 

unit.  The provisions of this Agreement that are not applicable to reemployed 
teachers include:  salary schedule placement; severance pay; reduction in 
force; and sabbatical leave.  Said provisions shall not be grievable or 
arbitrable under the Grievance Procedures set forth in this Negotiated 
Agreement, nor may they be challenged through any claim or action filed 
before the STRS or any other state or federal agency, or in any court of law. 

 
   The parties expressly agree and fully intend this Article to supersede and 

take precedent over any inconsistent and/or contrary provisions of the Ohio 
Revised Code, the Ohio Administrative Code, and federal laws and 
regulations. 
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ARTICLE II 
 

NEGOTIATIONS PROCEDURE 

 
A. INAUGURATING STEPS TO AGREEMENT – A written request for negotiations will 

be submitted by either party on or before March 1 of the year in which the Negotiated 
Agreement is to expire.  If either party proposes to utilize Interest-Based Bargaining 
(“IBB”), it should so state in its “written request for negotiations” or response to such a 
written request. 

 
B. MEETINGS 
 
 1. A meeting between the negotiation teams of the Association and the Board will be 

scheduled for a mutually satisfactory time within ten (10) days after the March 1 
deadline.  A mutually satisfactory later day may be agreed upon. 

 
 2. At the initial meeting, both the Association’s and the Board's representatives shall 

exchange complete negotiations packages (i.e., fully-written proposals for a 
successor Negotiated Agreement) to be considered during negotiations, unless the 
parties mutually agree to utilize IBB.  The complete negotiations packages shall 
serve as an agenda for all negotiations during the negotiations period, and no new 
items can thereafter be submitted by either side unless by mutual agreement.  The 
parties shall also establish any other ground rules they deem necessary.  If the 
parties agree to use IBB, they shall meet to discuss how to proceed, including 
development of the agenda for the IBB sessions. 

 
 3. When individual items are tentatively agreed to, they will be reduced to writing, 

initialed by representatives from both the Association and the Board, and taken off 
the table. 

 
C. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 1. Relevant data, supporting information, proposals and counterproposals will be 

presented.  Each team shall bargain in good faith.  Upon request, the Board and the 
Association agree to provide the other party with relevant data and supporting 
information within a reasonable time. 

 
 2. Consultants may be used if deemed advisable by either party, at the requesting 

party's expense.   No more than two (2) consultants may participate unless otherwise 
mutually agreed to. 

 
 3. Interim reports of progress may be made to the Association by its representatives. 
  Interim reports may be made to the Board by its representatives. 
 
 4. Good faith means the obligation of the Board, or its designated administrative 

representatives, and the representatives of the Association to meet at reasonable 
times and have a sincere desire to reach agreement for the ensuing year.  The 
agreement of the Board and its representatives and the Association and its 
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representatives of a recognized teacher organization to meet for purposes of 
professional negotiations does not compel either party to agree to a proposal. 

 
D. AGREEMENT 
 
 1. When tentative agreement on all items is reached between the two negotiation 

teams, the total agreement shall be reduced to writing and submitted to both the 
membership of the Association for ratification and the Board for approval. 

 
 2. When ratified by the Association and approved by the Board, the Agreement shall 

be signed by both the Board President and the Association President, and shall 
become binding on both parties and shall supersede any previous agreements. 

 
 3. Said Agreement shall not be altered in whole or in part unless by an instrument in 

writing, duly executed by both parties in accordance with this section. 
 
 4. Should any article, section, or clause of the Negotiated Agreement be declared 

illegal by a court of competent jurisdiction, the parties shall meet to renegotiate that 
article, section, or clause. 

 
E. AIDS IN NEGOTIATION 
 
 1. Responsibility  of  the  Bargaining  Teams  –  The  purpose  of  the  bargaining 

procedure is to provide a means of obtaining agreement on issues submitted.  In the 
event that agreement cannot be reached on all issues through the bargaining process, 
either bargaining team may declare impasse not less than sixty (60) days after the 
initial bargaining session or forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration of the 
Negotiated Agreement, whichever comes first, and within ten (10) days jointly 
request the assistance of a mediator from the Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
Service (FMCS). 

 
 2. Mediation  –  When  the  bargaining  teams  are  unable  to  come  to  voluntary 

agreement in the collective bargaining process, either party may call for the help of 
a mediator. 

 
  Said mediator shall be obtained as soon as possible through the Federal Mediation 

and Conciliation Service. 
 
  The mediator shall be used as a means of bringing the two parties to agreement and 

shall have the following authority: 
 
  He/She shall call meetings; set a time and duration of said meetings; and set 

whatever ground rules he/she deems necessary. The assigned Mediator has the 
authority to recommend but not to bind either party to any agreements. 

 
 3. The negotiation procedures set forth in this Article supersede and take precedence 

over any inconsistent time limits or procedures set forth in O.R.C. 4117.14. 
Mediation, as described in paragraph E., 2., of this Article, constitutes the parties’ 
mutually agreed upon exclusive dispute settlement procedure and shall operate in 
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lieu of any and all of the settlement procedures set forth in O.R.C. 4117.14.  This 
Article does not diminish or preclude the legal right to strike provided that the 
procedures herein have been followed, mediation has been attempted and failed, the 
collective bargaining agreement has expired, and the Association has given the 
Board and the State Employment Relations Board a ten (10) day prior written notice 
of an intent to strike. 
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ARTICLE III 
 

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 

 
A. DEFINITIONS 
 
Grievance – any claim by a teacher, teachers, or the Association that there has been a violation, 
misinterpretation, or misapplication of the terms of the Negotiated Agreement. 
 
Grievant – may be a teacher, teachers, Association officer, or designee of same. Days – shall refer 
to school days for this procedure. 
 
B. PURPOSE  –  The  purpose  of  this  procedure  is  to  secure,  at  the  lowest  possible 

administrative level, equitable solutions to grievances of all professional personnel. 
 
C. INFORMAL STEP – In the event of a grievance, a grievant must first informally discuss 

said grievance with the building principal or the lowest level administrator with authority to 
resolve the matter.  When meeting with the administrator the grievant must state that this is 
the “informal” meeting required in the grievance process. The intent of the informal level is 
to attempt to resolve the issue before it becomes a formal grievance. 

 
D. FORMAL STEPS 
 
 Step I – A grievant may file a grievance in writing to the principal within twenty (20) days 

of the occurrence of the event causing the grievance.  The grievance form must set forth the 
date of the alleged violation, misinterpretation, or misapplication; the nature of the 
violation, misinterpretation, or misapplication; the specific provision(s) of the agreement 
that have been allegedly violated, misinterpreted or misapplied; and the relief requested.  A 
meeting of the parties shall be held within ten (10) days of the grievance being filed.  The 
principal shall respond in writing within seven (7) days of the meeting. Grievances not 
within the principal's authority may be initiated at Step II. 

 
 Step II – If the grievant is not satisfied he/she may within ten (10) days of receiving the 

principal’s response appeal the grievance in writing to the Superintendent.  A meeting of 
the parties shall be held within ten (10) days of this action.  The Superintendent or his/her 
designee shall respond in writing within seven (7) days of the meeting.  If no settlement can 
be reached at this level, the grievant may appeal to Step III. 

 
 Step III – If the grievant is not satisfied with the Superintendent’s response, the grievant 

may submit the grievance to final and binding arbitration by filing a written notice with the  
Superintendent  within  twenty  (20)  days  from  the  date  of  the  Superintendent’s 
decision. The Association will then submit the request for arbitration to the American 
Arbitration Association (“AAA”).  The arbitration procedures shall be in accordance with 
AAA's voluntary rules and procedures. The arbitrator shall have no authority to add to, 
subtract from, or modify the terms of this Agreement.  The cost of the arbitration shall be 
borne by the losing party, except where the arbitrator divides the expenses differently. The 
decision of the arbitrator shall be final and binding on both parties. 
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E. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 1. Copies of all grievances and responses in writing shall be given to the Association 

President.  Grievances shall be maintained in a separate file by the Superintendent 
and not in the employee’s personnel file.   To the extent permitted by law, 
grievances shall be confidential to the grievant, administration, Board, and 
Association. 

 
 2. In the event the normal time limit might extend the grievance process into a new 

school year or if the parties mutually agree, it shall be submitted to expedited 
arbitration according to the AAA rules. 

  
 3. Related grievances involving the same party or parties, claim(s), provision(s) and/or 

arising out of the same set of facts or same occurrence will be consolidated for 
arbitration.  If the parties cannot agree on consolidation, the first arbitrator selected 
will decide the issue of consolidation before hearing any of the case. 

 
 4. The Board and the Association may mutually agree to mediate a grievance prior to it 

being advanced to arbitration (i.e., Step III).  If the parties elect to mediate a 
grievance, they shall use FMCS to identify a mediator. 

 
 5. No reprisal of any kind shall be taken against any participant in the grievance 

procedure. 
 
 6. The grievant and one (1) representative of the Association shall be released from 

their  regular  duties  in  order  to  participate  in  any  professional  grievance 
proceeding, including arbitration.  Other teachers who the Association elects to 
present as witnesses (up to two [2] additional) at any such grievance/arbitration will 
also be released from their regular duties without loss of pay.  Any additional 
members whom the Association may choose to participate must take an unpaid 
leave of absence or utilize personal leave in order to participate in the proceeding. 
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ARTICLE IV 
 

ASSOCIATION RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

 
A. VISITS/MEETINGS WITH TEACHERS – The Association officers or representatives 

shall have the right to visit teachers in the schools.  Such visits shall be made so as not to 
interfere with the District’s educational programs.  The officers or representatives shall, 
except when in his/her home school, report to the school office prior to meeting with one or 
more teachers, unless a meeting has been scheduled as in B., below. 

 
B. The Board and the Association shall work cooperatively to maintain a clean, safe and 

healthy work environment.  Staff members should bring any concerns in regard to these 
issues to the attention of their immediate supervisor or the building principal.  Complaints 
with respect to this Paragraph may be addressed through the grievance process, but may not 
be advanced to arbitration. 

 
C. USE OF BUILDINGS FOR ASSOCIATION MEETINGS – The Association shall, upon 

written request and in a manner that does not interfere with other school functions, be 
entitled to schedule and hold Association meetings in the building of its choice.  If such 
meetings require additional expense to the Board, the Association shall reimburse the Board 
for this expense. 

 
D. BULLETIN BOARDS AND MAIL SYSTEM – The Association shall be entitled to the 

use of one bulletin board in each school.  Where possible, this bulletin board shall be in the 
teachers' workroom or school office, out of the ordinary path of students.  The Association 
representative in each building shall be responsible for the posting and appearance of 
material on his/her respective building's bulletin board.  The Association shall have  the  
right  to  use  the  internal  mail  system  and  mailboxes  for  Association business. 

 
E. USE OF EQUIPMENT – The Association officers and representatives shall be entitled to 

use school office and audio-visual equipment so long as such use does not interfere with the 
normal school program.  If such use creates an unreasonable materials expense for the 
Board, the Association shall reimburse the Board for this expense. 

 
F. COPIES   OF   NON-CONFIDENTIAL   BOARD   RECORDS   –   The   Association 

President or representative, upon written request, shall receive copies of public records, 
which may include, but not be limited to, Board minutes and financial reports including 
appropriations resolutions, budgets, training and experience charts, and certificates of 
estimated resources. 

 
G. RIGHT  TO  ADDRESS  BOARD  –  Upon  prior,  written  request,  the  Association 

President or representative shall be granted a place on the Board's meeting agenda and time 
at such meeting to address the Board regarding Association or teacher concerns. This 
request shall be held in open and/or executive session with the Board, pursuant to the 
written request from the Association.  Only topics permitted by Ohio Revised Code Section 
121.22 and Chapter 4117 may be addressed in Executive Session. 

 
H. SUPPORT OF BOARD – The Association shall support and promote the reasonable rules, 

regulations, and goals established by the Board. 
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I. OBSERVANCE OF LAW – The Association shall observe and obey applicable state and 
federal laws regarding the activities of an exclusive bargaining agent. 

 
J. NO WORK STOPPAGE – The Association shall not promote or facilitate any form of 

work stoppage for so long as this Agreement is in effect. 
 
K.        LABOR MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – The Labor Management Committee exists 

to foster a spirit of cooperation and in order to maintain open lines of communication 
between the Board and the Association.   The purpose of the Labor Management 
Committee shall be to confer on all matters of mutual concern, to keep both parties 
informed of changes and developments caused by conditions other than covered by this 
Agreement, and to confer over potential problems in an effort to keep such matters from 
becoming major in scope.  The Labor Management Committee is not the forum to discuss 
grievances or to negotiate or renegotiate contractual issues. 

 
 By September 30 annually, the Superintendent and Association President will schedule the 

tentative dates for up to two meetings to be held during the course of the school year. The 
first meeting of the school year shall occur on or before October 31, unless mutually agreed 
to have it at a later date.  Additional meetings may be scheduled by mutual agreement. 

 
 An agenda of the proposed topics to be discussed, which may include but not limited to any 

concerns regarding curriculum and/or instruction, shall be exchanged between the parties 
ten (10) school days prior to the meeting.  If neither party submits any topics, the meeting 
shall be canceled.  Topics that pertain to individual employees or buildings must 

  have been raised with the building principal or Superintendent prior to being brought as an 
issue to the Labor Management Committee.  Members of the Labor Management 
Committee may freely express their opinions concerning the topics on the agenda. 

 The Association representatives shall be no more than five (5) members and shall have a 
representative from each of the three educational levels (i.e., elementary, middle school, 
high school). The Board representatives shall be no more than five (5) individuals.  The 
members on each team must remain consistent throughout the school year. 

 
 Nothing contained in this provision shall limit either party from maintaining a course of 

administrative action or the Association from processing a formal grievance. 
 
L. FAIR SHARE FEE – All members of the bargaining unit shall, as a condition of 

employment, be required to pay a fair share fee to the Association in accordance with 
guidelines established in state law and as follows: 

 
 1. The fair share fee shall be paid through membership in the Association or by 

separate payment via automatic payroll deduction for those teachers who do not join 
the Association within thirty (30) calendar days of their employment, and after no 
less than thirty (30) calendar days following their receipt of written notice of their 
duty to pay said fee, whichever comes last; 

 
 2. The said written notice shall be hand-delivered or mailed by certified mail by the 

Board to all current and new employees in the bargaining unit within seven (7) 
calendar days following the effective date of their employment; 
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 3. Acceptance of new or continued employment by the member of the bargaining unit 
shall constitute knowledge of this provision and acceptance that it is a part of his/her 
conditions of employment as is the entire Agreement; 

 
 4. The fee amount shall be set by the Association in August, and the amount set shall 

be communicated to the Board, which shall include a statement of this amount in 
said notice to the bargaining unit members; 

 
 5. Following the time period set above, the Association may cause the automatic 

payroll deduction of the fee for non-members of the Association who have not 
otherwise paid the fee by delivering the names of these persons to the Board 
Treasurer who shall proceed to deduct the fee and deliver it to the Association 
Treasurer in pro rata amounts over the next ten (10) pay periods, or the remaining 
pay periods of the work year, whichever is less; 

 
 6. If the fee payer alleges that the fee is improper under state law, he/she may file an 

appeal by giving written notice to the Association President of a desire for a hearing 
on the matter.   Such appeal must be filed within two (2) weeks of the notice of the 
fee, or any claim shall be deemed to be waived by the fee payer; 

 
 7. All timely appeals shall be heard through the Association’s internal procedures, and 

reductions or rebates shall be given for any expenditure in support of partisan 
  politics or ideological causes not germane to the work of the Association in the 

realm of collective bargaining; and 
 
 8. Upon submission of proper proof of religious conviction, an employee may be 

exempted from the service fee under the standards and requirements of state law. 
  The Association agrees to indemnify and hold the Board harmless from any costs, 

expenses, or judgments incurred as a result of the implementation and enforcement 
of this provision.  The Association reserves the right to employ counsel to represent 
and defend any such claims made against the Board, provided, however, that the 
Board reserves the right to employ co-counsel at its own expense. 
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ARTICLE V 
 

TEACHERS' RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

 
A. TEACHER CONTRACT – Each teacher shall be issued an individual written contract. 

This contract shall be in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code.  A job description will be 
provided for teachers identifying their regular duties that they shall perform for the Board.  
The job description will be referenced in the teachers’ employment contracts. 

 
B. SUPPLEMENTAL CONTRACTS – Supplemental contracts,  as  defined  in  O.R.C. 

3319.08, shall be awarded in accordance with O.R.C. 3313.53 and will reflect the additional 
assignment, duties, and/or program responsibilities. 

 
C. TEACHER YEAR – The length of a teacher's regular contract year shall be no more than  

one  hundred  eighty-four  (184)  workdays,  of which  no  more  than  one  hundred eighty-
one (181) days shall be student instructional days.  NEOEA Day shall be part of the regular 
contract year and students shall not be in attendance (i.e., a day when school is not in 
session).  Teachers shall have the option of attending NEOEA activities or utilizing the day 
for purposes of classroom preparation and work in their assigned buildings or classrooms. 

 
D. CALAMITY  DAYS/MAKE-UP  DAYS  –  When  school  is  canceled  due  to  adverse 

weather conditions or otherwise, unit members shall not be required to be in attendance, but 
shall be paid for such days as though they had actually worked.  However, unit members 
are required to work on scheduled make-up days in order to complete a legal school year, 
but shall not be eligible for additional compensation for working on the make-up days.  
While the intended make-up days shall appear on the school calendar, the Board  retains  
the  right  to  change  the  make-up  days  after  consultation  with  the Association. 

 
E. TEACHER DUTIES – In performing contractual duties, the teacher shall abide by and 

maintain applicable laws and the Board policies. 
 
F. TEACHER DAY – The length of the teacher day shall not exceed seven (7) hours, fifteen 

(15) minutes, including no less than a thirty (30) minute, duty-free lunch period. 
  
G. COMPENSATION FOR COVERING ANOTHER TEACHER’S STUDENTS – A 

teacher who assumes responsibility for another teacher’s students upon an administrator’s 
request during his/her conference planning time shall receive extra compensations at the 
rate of eighteen dollars ($18.00) for each class or hour, whichever is shorter, involved, 
prorated for fractions thereof.  In addition, study hall teachers shall receive the above 
compensation whenever they assume the responsibility for the students of two (2) 
additional teachers or a maximum of forty (40) additional students. 

 
H. DUTY-FREE  LUNCH/GUARANTEED  PLANNING  TIME  –  Each  teacher  shall 

have, in addition to no less than a thirty (30) minute duty-free lunch period, a 
conference/planning time during each student day of no less than forty (40) minutes or the 
length of one normal class period, whichever is longer.   If requested by an administrator in 
an emergency situation to provide student supervision, the teacher will receive 
compensation as outlined in G., above. 
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I. SPECIALISTS – The Board should provide at all instructional levels teacher specialists in 
physical education, music, and art. 

 
J. BUILDING BUDGETS – The Board agrees to provide each building principal with an 

annual building budget.  This information will be communicated to the staff at each 
building. 

 
K. PLAYGROUND  AIDES  –  The  Board  should  provide  playground  aides  at  the 

elementary level. 
 
L.     NON-RESIDENT STUDENT ATTENDANCE – Board employed teachers who do not 

reside in the Ledgemont Local School District may have their child(ren) attend school in 
the District by applying through the Board’s Inter-District Open Enrollment Policy.  If a 
teacher’s child(ren) are determined not to be eligible for attendance through, or are denied 
enrollment by operation of, the Policy, the child(ren) may still attend school in the District 
without paying tuition (i.e., the Board shall waive his/her/their tuition). 

 
M. JOB DESCRIPTIONS – The Association President will be notified of changes to job 

descriptions for all teachers and afforded the opportunity to provide input at least twenty 
(20) days prior to Board adoption.  All teachers shall receive a copy of his/her job 
description upon initial hire and if it is changed by the Board. 

 
N. PARENT COMPLAINTS – If a parent brings a complaint concerning a bargaining unit 

member to the attention of the Administration, the building principal shall notify the staff 
member of the complaint in a private conference or meeting.  If necessary, the teacher will 
meet with the parent within two (2) school days following the receipt of the complaint.  The 
teacher may request a member of the Administration attend the meeting. Nothing herein 
shall prevent a parent from refusing to meet with a teacher concerning the parent’s 
complaint. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

ARTICLE VI 
 

SALARY, SALARY SCHEDULE, AND FRINGE BENEFITS 
 
A. BASE SALARY $27,271.00  
 
 2013-2014 – 1% lump sum of current salary, not on the base, paid by separate check no 

later than the second pay following ratification.  The Board will make individuals whole as 
necessary to ensure that no member experiences a decrease in annual salary for the 2013-
2014 year due to the premium contribution stated in D, below.  

 
B. TEACHER SALARY INDEX SCHEDULE AND PLACEMENT – The Teacher Salary 

Index Schedule shall reflect the above base salary and shall be printed in its entirety in 
Appendix B of this Agreement.  Teachers shall be placed on this schedule in accordance 
with the following: 

 
 1. Degrees or equivalent hours earned in excess of the minimum hours necessary to 

achieve status at one salary schedule column shall count towards movement to the 
next salary schedule column. 

 
 2. Years under a certificated/licensed employee's contract in this School District, with 

one hundred twenty (120) seven (7) hour days worked during one regular school 
term counting as one year, shall count towards years experience on the salary 
schedule. 

 
 3. Years under a certificated/licensed employee's contract in an accredited public or 

private school, in or out of the state of Ohio, other than in this district, with 120 
seven (7) hour days or the equivalent of 840 hours worked during one regular school 
term in one school district counting as one year, shall count towards up to seven (7) 
years experience on the salary schedule.  The Board, at its discretion, may recognize 
additional years experience. 

 
 4. Up to five (5) years spent in military service to the United States of America, with 

two hundred forty (240) full-time days, or the equivalent in any twelve (12) month 
period counting as one year, shall count as experience on the salary schedule.  The 
Board, at its discretion, may recognize additional years of military service. 

 
C. SUPPLEMENTAL  SALARY  SCHEDULE  –  The  supplemental  positions  and  the 

supplemental salary schedule is represented in Appendix C of this Agreement.   The Board 
shall be free to add positions to the supplemental program, and to set the indexed pay for 
such added positions.  The Board is not obligated to fill each listed supplemental salary 
position each year.  No teacher shall be required to assume any reoccurring duties outside 
of the teacher day unless a supplemental contract for such duties is issued to and accepted 
by the teacher.   Annually, all supplemental contracts shall be automatically non-renewed at 
the conclusion of each year without need for further notice from or action by the Board.  
Payment for supplemental positions shall be in accordance with Appendix C. 
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D. FRINGE BENEFITS 
 
 1. Health Insurance – The Board shall provide the full-time teacher, single fringe 

benefit coverage with, effective February 1, 2014, an employee contribution of 7% 
of the premium per month, capped at $42.98 and family coverage with the employee 
who elects family coverage paying 7% of the premium per month capped at 
$118.09, for the term of the Negotiated Agreement for health insurance.   The Board 
will pay the difference in the premium cost.  Effective March 1, 2011, the 
hospitalization/major medical coverage shall be as set forth in Appendix D-2.  
Dental and vision insurance (see Appendix D-3) shall remain at the current levels 
for the term of the Negotiated Agreement.  Selection of the carrier for these 
program(s) shall be at the discretion of the Board. 

 2. Insurance Committee – Effective January of each school year, there shall be formed 
a joint labor-management committee on insurance which shall meet monthly, or 
more often as deemed necessary or prudent by the committee.  The committee shall 
be comprised of up to four (4) members designated by the Association and up to 
four (4) members designated by the Board of Education.  This committee shall have 
the authority to evaluate, collect data, provide insurance education to members, 
explore insurance options, including multi-tier plan options, and make 
recommendation to the parties they represent on renewals and/or changes to the 
insurance programs offered to employees. 

 
 3. Section 125 Plan 
 
  a. The Board shall provide a Section 125 Plan that is designed to (a) allow 

employees  who  must  make  employee  contributions  for  health  care 
coverage to elect to do so on a pre-tax basis, and (b) allow employees to 
elect to receive additional cash in lieu of Board-paid health care coverage (as 
agreed to by the Board and the Association).  In accordance with the 
foregoing, the Payment in Lieu of Insurance Coverage (below) provisions of 
this Agreement shall be made through the Section 125 Plan. 

 
  b. The Section 125 Plan will be designed to meet the requirements of Internal  
   Revenue Code ("IRC")   Section   125   and   applicable   regulations. 

Accordingly, each employee will have an opportunity on an annual basis to 
enroll in the Plan.  The election to participate must be submitted to the Board 
Treasurer during the month of September.   Each newly hired employee may 
enroll in the Section 125 Plan within his/her first thirty (30) days of his/her 
contractual start date during his/her first year of employment only.  The 
newly hired employee’s Section 125 Plan year will begin  the  first  of  the  
month  following  the  employee's  election  to intent to no longer participate 
as may be submitted during the following September.  The Section 125 Plan 
may not be revoked during the current plan year unless there is a change in 
the employee's circumstances that, in accordance with IRC Section 125, 
permits the employee to change his/her election under the plan (e.g., divorce, 
death of spouse, change in employment status including employment status 
affecting a spouse or dependent, birth or adoption of a child, a child losing 
eligibility for coverage, a court order requiring coverage, or other enrollment 
rights consistent with federal law).  Details of the Section 125 Plan will be 
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provided on an annual basis at the time of enrollment and will also be 
available through the Board Treasurer's office. 

 
 4. Payment in Lieu of Insurance Coverage 
 
  a. A full-time employee may elect not to receive the hospitalization/medical 

insurance coverage provided in paragraph D(1) above and instead elect to 
receive additional compensation of $825 per year, (the year being October 1 
through September 30), less applicable payroll deductions, to be paid with 
the first pay in October the following year.   Part-time employees shall 
receive a pro-rated amount of additional compensation based on their 
percentage of work compared to a full-time employee. 

  b. In order to elect this option and receive this additional compensation, the 
employee must, during the month of September in a given year complete, 
sign and file with the Board Treasurer a form indicating his/her election. 
Failure to submit the required form by the designated date shall result in a 
disqualification from payment in lieu of insurance as set forth herein. Once 
this election is made, it shall remain in effect and the employee shall not be 
entitled to receive the coverage that he/she elected not to receive for the 
duration of the one-year period.  In the event of a change in the employee's 
circumstances after this election has been made, the employee may elect to 
receive the insurance coverage the month following notification.  There shall 
be no pre-existing condition exclusion for any employee who re-enters the 
insurance program in paragraph D(1) above after originally electing not to 
participate in said program. 

 
  c. Employees hired after the September election date may participate in this 

payment in lieu of insurance program on a prorated basis. 
 
  d. If an employee selects payment in lieu of insurance provided in paragraph 

(a) as set forth above, but leaves active pay status at any point prior to the 
end of the contract year, the employee will be paid a pro-rated amount based 
upon the proportional amount of time he/she was in active pay status for the 
contract year. 

 
 5. Life Insurance – The Board shall provide at no cost to each teacher a standard term 

life insurance benefit in the face amount of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00). This 
coverage shall include accidental death and dismemberment riders.  The selection of 
the carrier of this policy shall be at the Board's discretion. 

  The full terms and provisions of the fringe benefits program(s), including life 
insurance, shall be provided any teacher upon his/her request. 

 
 6. Part-Time Teacher Benefits – Part-time teachers, if they so elect in writing, may 

subscribe to the fringe benefit package by reimbursing the Board, prior to the 
payment that is due, for a prorated fraction of the premium costs equal to the 
difference between part-time and full-time work. 

 
E. SEVERANCE  PAY  –  Upon  retirement  under  the  Ohio  State  Teachers  Retirement 

System, its successor, or equivalent, a teacher shall receive a one-time, lump sum severance 
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payment equal to one-fourth of the teacher's accumulated, unused sick leave days  times  
the  teacher's  per  diem  pay  rate  for  the    school  year  preceding  his/her retirement, to a 
maximum payment of eighty (80) days.  The severance payment will be made in the second 
pay of January in the year following retirement. 

 
F. PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS – Upon request from the teacher or Association, whichever is 

applicable, the Board shall, without charge, deduct from the teacher’s pay on an equitable 
basis payments for: 

 
 1. United Education Profession dues, fees, and assessments, as established by the 

Association and authorized by the teacher's signature. 
 2. Annuity programs payments for such annuity programs as are acknowledged by the 

Board and authorized by the teacher. 
 
 3. Credit  Union  deductions  as  authorized  by  the  teacher  in  accordance  with 

reasonable Board guidelines. 
 
 4. Political contributions, e.g., Fund for Children and Public Education deductions 

established by the Association and authorized by the teacher. 
 
 5. A teacher will pay the teacher’s required premium contribution by payroll deduction 

to the Board, with the Board paying the difference in the premium cost.   
 
 6. The city and/or political subdivision tax of each teacher. 
 
 7. Teachers, upon written request, may change deductions two (2) times a year during 

the months of September and March.   Voluntary deductions may be cancelled at 
any time. 

 
G. PAY PERIODS – Each school year the teacher shall be paid every other Thursday 

(twenty-six pays annually), commencing on the second Thursday of each school year 
except when a holiday falls on that Thursday, and then on the previous, non-holiday day. In 
years in which January 1 falls on a Thursday, paychecks will be issued on Friday, January 
2.  All employees shall have their paychecks directly deposited (electronically) into a bank 
of their choice.  Should twenty-seven (27) pay periods fall in any given contract year, the 
Board and the Association shall mutually agree on an alternate method of distributing 
salaries to teachers.  Teachers will receive pay stubs by mail during any time school is not 
in session at no cost to the teachers. 

 
H. TUITION  REIMBURSEMENT – Upon advance application and documentation of 

successful completion, (which shall be defined as a teacher receiving a minimum final 
grade of C or better for the course), the Board shall provide actual expense reimbursement 
for college coursework  of  three hundred  twenty-five  dollars  ($325.00)  per  semester  
hour  to  a maximum total of six hundred fifty dollars ($650.00) annually.  Such coursework 
shall be related to the teacher's area of certification/licensure or to new 
certification/licensure in the field of education. Coursework taken during the summer recess 
shall revert back to the previous school year.  Coursework begun in the summer and 
carrying into the new school year or begun in the new school year shall count towards that 
new school year. 
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I. BOARD SHELTERING OF EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTION 
 
 1. The Board shall implement the "pickup" of the teacher-required contributions to the 

State Teachers' Retirement System (STRS) and the Board Treasurer is hereby 
authorized to contribute to STRS, in addition to the Board's required employer 
contribution, an amount equal to each employee’s contribution to STRS in lieu of 
payment by such employee, and that such amount contributed by the Board on 
behalf of the employee shall be treated as deferred salary (i.e., as mandatory salary 
reduction) from the contract salary otherwise payable to such employee in cash. 

 
 2. The Board Treasurer will prepare and distribute an addendum to each employee’s 

contract that states:  (1) that the employee’s contract salary is being restated as 
consisting of (a) a cash salary component, and (b) a "pickup" component, which is 
equal to the amount of the employee contribution being "picked-up" by the Board 
on behalf of the employee; (2) that the Board will contribute to STRS an amount 
equal to the employee’s required contribution to STRS for the account of each 
employee; and (3) that sick leave, severance, vacation, appropriate supplemental, 
extended service pay and deduct rate (i.e., the salary reduction to be made due to 
absence) shall be calculated upon both the cash salary component and "pickup" 
component of the employee’s restated salary. 

 
 3. The  Board's  total  combined  expenditures  for  employees’  total  contract  salaries 

payable pursuant   hereto   (including   "pickup"   amounts)   and   its   employer 
contributions to STRS shall not be greater than the amounts it would have paid for 
those items had this Section not been in effect (i.e., the sum of the cash salary and 
pickup components shall not exceed the employee’s contract salary provided in the 
Salary Schedule).  The Board shall compute and remit its employer contribution to 
STRS based upon total contract salary, including the "pickup."  The Board shall 
report for Federal and Ohio income tax purposes as an employee’s gross income 
said employee’s total contract salary less the amount of the "pickup."  The Board 
shall report for municipal income tax purposes as an employee’s gross income said 
employee’s total contract salary, including the amount of the "pickup."  The Board 
shall compute income tax withholding based upon gross income as reported to the 
respective taxing authorities. 

 
 4. This  procedure  is  a  salary  reduction/salary  restatement  and  not  a  purchase  of 

employee retirement contribution by the Board. 
 
 5. It is the employee’s sole responsibility to check with his/her annuity consultant to 

verify that this Section will not place an individual beyond the applicable legal 
limits.   The employee bears complete responsibility for any fiscal penalty or fine 
enacted by the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) and shall not hold the Board 
responsible for the employee’s over-payment or fine. 

 
 6. The current taxation or deferred taxation of the pickup is determined solely by the 

IRS, and compliance with this Section does not guarantee that the tax on the pickup 
will be deferred.  If the IRS or other governmental entity declares the pickup not to 
be tax deferred, this Section shall be null and void and the STRS contribution 
procedure in place prior to the effective date of this Section shall be in effect. 
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J. TUTOR PAY –The hourly rate for tutors shall be as follows: 
 

B.A. BA+15 MA MA+15 
$14.26 $14.36 $14.47 14.57 

 
K. TRAVEL PAY – Teachers required to travel between schools shall be paid three dollars 
 ($3.00) per trip on days that travel is required. Payment shall be made quarterly. 
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ARTICLE VII 
 

WORKING CONDITIONS 

 
A. NONDISCRIMINATION – The provisions of Board Policies and the wages, hours, terms, 

and conditions of employment will be applied in a manner that is not arbitrary, capricious, 
or discriminatory with regard to race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, sex, 
marital status, or disability. 

 
B. VACANCY DEFINED – A vacancy will be defined as: 
 
 1. Death of a bargaining unit member; 
 2. Retirement of a bargaining unit member; 
 3. Resignation of a bargaining unit member; 
 4. Extended leave of absence (for a full school year) of a bargaining unit member; 
 5. Creation or restoration of a bargaining unit position; 
 6. Non-renewal of a bargaining unit member; 
 7. Termination of a bargaining unit member; 
 8. Vacant or new supplemental contract positions if the position is to be retained. 
 
C. FILLING OF VACANCY – When a vacancy exists that the Board determines to fill, the 

Board shall post the vacant position on the District's web site for five (5) days and shall 
simultaneously send an all-staff e-mail (i.e., an e-mail to all teachers’ school email 
addresses). Any interested employee may submit an application for the position and/or 
request a copy of the vacant position's job description from the Superintendent.   The Board 
shall fill the vacancy with the individual it believes is the most qualified and suited to the 
position.   If more than one teacher has applied for the same position, then the 

 following will be considered when filling the opening.   School year vacancies will be filled 
by Board discretion. 

 
 1. First consideration given to current employees applying for the position; 
 2. Qualifications (certification/license); 
 3. Seniority will be considered; 
 4. The best interest of the School District as determined by the Superintendent. 
 
D. ASSIGNMENT – Teachers under contract during a school year will continue their 

teaching assignment for the following school year unless the contract is terminated.  If a re-
assignment/transfer becomes necessary, notification will be made as soon as possible. The 
administration will attempt to make notification at least fourteen (14) calendar days before 
the effective date.  Notification will include school assignment, subjects to be taught, and/or 
grade level.  All efforts will be exhausted to avoid school year transfers.  If school year 
transfers become necessary, the Superintendent, prior to any action, will notify the LEA.   
Transfers will be made to positions for which the teacher is certified/licensed. 

 
E. REQUESTS FOR SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENT – Certificated/licensed staff members may 

request a specific assignment no later than April 30 of each school year to be effective the 
ensuing school year.  A list of requests for assignments will be compiled in the 
Superintendent’s office.  This list will serve as a beginning basis for filling vacancies within 
the District.  Every effort will be made to accommodate employee requests as outlined in 
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C., above.   Request for specific assignment forms are available in the Superintendent’s 
office. 

 
F. LIMITED  CONTRACTS  –  Teachers  eligible  for  limited  contracts  will  be  granted 

contracts according to the following: 
 
 1. Teachers with zero (0) to three (3) years experience within the Ledgemont System 

will be granted a one (1) year limited contract. 
 
 2. Teachers with four (4) or more years of experience within the Ledgemont System 

may be granted a two (2) year limited contract unless a one (1) year probationary 
contract is issued. 

 
G. CONTINUING  CONTRACTS  –  Continuing  contracts  will  be  issued  to  qualified 

teachers  annually  no later than June 1,  unless  the  Board  determines  not  to reemploy the 
teacher or issues the teacher an extended limited contract in accordance with State law and 
procedures.  The proper documentation, qualifying a teacher for continuing contract, must 
be submitted to the Board by April 1. 

 
H. CLASS SIZE – The administration will continue to make reasonable efforts to minimize 

class size in Kindergarten through 12th grade in order to meet State of Ohio minimum 
standards for instruction.   The only exception will be for classes/programs that are 
naturally suited for large group instruction (i.e., band, chorus, etc.). 

 
I. KINDERGARTEN  ORIENTATION  –  Kindergarten  Orientation  shall  take  place 

within the school calendar of the one hundred eighty-four (184) days. 
  
J. NO  CHILD  LEFT  BEHIND  ACT  –  MID-TERM/INTERIM  BARGAINING  – 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Agreement, the parties agree to interim 
bargaining, as set forth below, at the request of either the Board or the Association to 
bargain the effects of any changes relating to wages, hours, or other terms and conditions of 
employment required by the "No Child Left Behind Act" (NCLBA) and related state law.  
It is understood by the parties hereto that the legislation may require the Board, in the 
future, to modify its employment and/or personnel practices to conform with the federal 
mandate and comply with provisions of the NCLBA and its implementing regulations and 
related state law and regulations.  If it becomes necessary for the Board to implement a 
change during the term of this Agreement relating to wages, hours, or other terms and 
conditions of employment, including the provisions of this Agreement and any established 
binding past practice, as a result of the NCLBA, the Board will notify the Association of the 
proposed implementation. Thereafter, the Association may bargain the effects of that 
proposed implementation with the Board only upon written demand to the Superintendent 
within   twenty   (20)   days   of   the   notification   of   the   proposed implementation.  
Upon timely demand, the parties will engage in good faith bargaining for a period up to 
thirty (30) days, at which point, the parties may agree to extend bargaining for another 
thirty (30) days.  In the absence of a mutual agreement and resolution of the matter, the 
Board may implement its last, best offer, which shall stay in effect for the remainder of the 
current Agreement and then sunset.  The matter may then be negotiated from scratch during 
the next full round of bargaining at the initiation of either party.  Failure of the Association 
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to make a timely demand for bargaining will be deemed a waiver of the right to bargain the 
effects of the proposed implementation. 

 
 The  grievance  procedure  shall  be  the  exclusive  process  for  resolving  disagreements 

arising  under  this  Article  with  regard  to  the  Board's  compliance  with  the  mid- 
term/interim bargaining procedures set forth herein. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
 

LEAVE PROVISIONS 

 
A. ASSOCIATION LEAVE – The Association shall, upon written application, be granted up 

to four (4) days of paid leave time annually to be used by the Association President or 
designee in carrying out normal Association business, e.g., attendance at the OEA 
Representative Assembly.  The Superintendent may grant additional leave days upon 
demonstration of need. 

 
B. JURY DUTY LEAVE – The Board shall pay an employee his/her regular compensation 

while he/she is serving on jury duty.   The employee must submit proof of his/her 
attendance at jury duty. 

 
C. COURT LEAVE 
 
 1. If a teacher is subpoenaed by or on behalf of the Board to testify in any legal 

proceeding wherein the Board is a party, the teacher will be given leave at his/her 
regular  rate  of  compensation  and  benefits  for  each  day  responding  to  the 
subpoena,  which  is  also  a  regularly  scheduled  workday.  Any  witness  fees 
received by the teacher (except mileage) in such an instance will be turned over to 
the Board. 

 
 2. When an employee is required to be absent from his/her regular daily work schedule 

due to an appearance in court on behalf of the Board or arising out of his/her job-
related   responsibilities,   he/she   will   be   paid   his/her   regular compensation 
and benefits and will not be considered absent. 

 
  Non-job-related  court  appearances,  with  the  exception  of  jury  duty,  will  be 

covered by the personal and general leave provisions of this Agreement. 
 
D. MILITARY LEAVE – Military leave will be granted teachers in accordance with Ohio 

and Federal law. 
 
E. PERSONAL LEAVE – Three (3) paid personal leave days per school year will be granted 

to all teachers, provided that the leave request is in the Board Treasurer's office on the 
ending day of the reporting period.  Wherever possible, the teacher shall give at least two 
(2) days written notice to the administration of intent to use such personal leave. The 
Superintendent shall advise teachers when their requests for personal leave are approved.  
This leave cannot be used to extend a school recess or vacation period unless granted by the 
Superintendent.  Personal leave shall not be requested, granted, or used for engaging in 
other employment.  Personal leave may be limited to three (3) teachers per building on any 
particular day.  These leaves will be granted on a first-applied, first- granted basis.  This 
leave is designed to cover legitimate reasons for absence that are not covered by sick leave 
policy. Personal leave may be granted in one-half (1/2) or full day units.  Unused personal 
days will be rolled into sick leave, unless the teacher notifies the Board Treasurer in writing 
by June 15 that he/she wants to be paid fifty dollars ($50.00) per day for each unused 
personal leave day. 
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The reasons for which personal leave may be taken, with limitations as indicated, are as 
follows: 

 
1. Necessary personal or family business 7. Real estate transaction 
2. Medical 8. Moving 
3. Legal 9. Death of a close friend 
4. Religious 10. Participation in a wedding 
5. Graduation 11. Educational requirements 
6. Honors convocation 12. Emergency 

 
F. PREGNANCY DISABILITY/CHILD CARE LEAVE – In the event of a teacher's 

pregnancy, birth of a child, or adoption of an infant, and where recommended by a medical 
doctor, a teacher shall be granted paid sick leave in accordance with the doctor's 
recommendation and the sick leave provisions in this Agreement. 

 
G. MATERNITY/PATERNITY/ADOPTION LEAVE 
 
 1. Leave without pay may be granted teachers requesting maternity, paternity, or 

adoption leave, hereinafter referred to as parental leave.  The initial leave may be for 
up to one (1) year.  Upon timely reapplication, the leave may be extended for up to 
one (1) additional year at the Board’s discretion.  Timely shall be defined as within 
30 days of employee’s scheduled return date. 

 
 2. Application for parental leave should be made at least forty-five (45) days prior to 

the beginning of such leave.  Such leave shall commence with the delivery of a baby 
or adoption of a child four (4) years of age or younger.  Under extenuating 
circumstances, the Superintendent may extend the age restriction. 

 
 3. Teachers on these leaves may continue their hospitalization and other benefits for 

the duration of said leave provided they reimburse the Board the premium cost. 
These  teachers  shall  notify  the  Board  Treasurer’s  office  in  writing  of  their 
decision to continue these benefits and shall forward to the Board Treasurer, 
monthly or bimonthly as required, advance payment for those fringe benefits they 
elect to continue.  Benefits shall be discontinued in accordance with law in the event 
the employee fails to provide advance payment. 

 
 4. If the teacher returns from leave at the conclusion of the initial leave period (i.e., 

within one (1) year), the teacher shall be entitled to reinstatement to the same 
position.  If the position no longer exists, he/she shall be entitled to reinstatement to 
an equivalent position.  If the teacher returns after an extended leave (i.e., after more 
than one (1) year), the teacher shall be entitled to reinstatement to the same or 
equivalent position. 

 
 5. Reinstatement from said leaves shall be at the date stated on the application request 

and should be at the beginning of a school semester.  If a teacher desires to return to 
active service prior to the stated date in the application for leave, the teacher may do 
so with the approval of the Superintendent. 
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 6. The schools recognize that although pregnancy is not in itself a disability, it can 
contribute to a disability.  Disability due to pregnancy or childbirth shall be 
considered on the same terms and conditions as applied to other temporary 
disabilities and shall require a physician’s verification. 

 
H. GENERAL LEAVE OF ABSENCE – Upon request, a teacher may be granted at least one 

general leave of absence.  This leave shall be unpaid and subject to beginning and ending 
dates coinciding with the school year unless waived by the Board.  Application for such 
leave shall be made in writing as early as possible.  During a long-term leave, the teacher 
shall be allowed to maintain some or all, at the teacher's choice, of the Board's fringe 
benefits provisions by reimbursing the Board in a timely manner for the actual costs of 
these provisions.  This leave may not be used for other gainful employment.  The teacher 
must notify the Superintendent by April 1 of his/her intention as to whether he/she will be 
returning for the following year. 

 
I. SICK LEAVE – Each teacher shall be entitled to fifteen (15) days sick leave with pay, for 

each year under contract, which shall be credited at the rate of one and one-fourth (1-1/4) 
days per month.  The maximum accumulation shall be three hundred twenty (320) days.  
Newly hired teachers and existing teachers who have exhausted their accumulated sick 
leave shall be entitled to an advancement of five (5) days of sick leave each year, to be 
charged against the sick leave the teacher subsequently accumulates that school year.  
Teachers must reimburse the Board for any advancement not subsequently earned; any such 
amounts will be deducted from the teacher’s final pay in accordance with state and federal 
wage laws.  Sick leave may be used to cover personal illness, injury, pregnancy (see 
Pregnancy Disability/Child Care Leave in this Agreement), exposure to contagious disease, 
medical appointments, and illness or death in the immediate family.  Immediate family shall 
include the teacher's spouse, children, parents, grandparents, grandchildren, brothers, 
sisters, foster children, and similar relatives by marriage, and other persons who live in the 
teacher's residence and for whom the teacher has assumed a reasonable responsibility for 
care.   Depending upon the circumstances, the Board may request the employee to return 
from leave at the start of the next semester or school year.  Falsification of a sick leave  
form  is  grounds  for  suspension  or  termination  of  employment  under  O.R.C.3319.16.   

 
J. SICK LEAVE BANK 
 
 1. A sick leave bank will be created if at least fifty percent (50%) of the bargaining 

unit members indicate a willingness to participate as set forth herein.   In order to be 
eligible to participate in the sick leave bank, a bargaining unit member must execute 
a written notice to the Board Treasurer indicating his/her authorization to deduct  
three  (3)  days  of  his/her  accrued  sick  leave  to  the  bank  effective September 
15 of the first year of participation.   Upon receipt of the notice, the Board Treasurer 
shall deduct three (3) days from the employee's sick leave account.  Thereafter, if 
the total number of days in the bank drops below thirty (30), each bargaining unit 
member who wants to continue to participate must donate another one (1) day to the 
bank.   New bargaining unit members do not have to contribute to be eligible during 
their first year of employment, but must contribute three (3) days thereafter to be 
eligible to participate.  Members who do not initially elect to participate may decide 
to participate effective September 15 of each year by making the initial contribution 
of three (3) days. 
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 2. A bargaining unit member who elects to participate in the sick leave bank as set 
forth above shall be eligible to receive up to thirty (30) additional days of sick leave 
from the sick leave bank if (a) he/she is absent for thirty (30) days or more due to a 
catastrophic or long-term illness or injury of the member, and (b) the member has 
exhausted all of his/her accumulated sick leave and the five (5) days advanced by 
the Board.  The thirty (30) days is a lifetime maximum. 

 
 3. A bargaining unit member who qualifies as set forth above shall automatically 

receive up to thirty (30) days from the sick leave bank without having to complete 
any further documentation, provided he/she has previously supplied the Board with 
medical certification justifying his/her long-term use of sick leave. 

 
K. ASSAULT LEAVE – Assault leave will be granted to a teacher who is absent due to 

physical disability resulting from a physical assault that occurs while the teacher is acting 
within the scope of his/her assigned duties.  When assault leave is granted, the employee 
will be maintained on full pay status and the leave will not be charged against earned or 
earnable sick leave.  Assault leave may be granted for a period up to the remainder of the 
school year during which the assault occurred.  Additional days may be granted at the 
discretion of the Superintendent who may request an examination by a physician of the 
Board’s choice.  The following procedures govern the use of assault leave: 

  
 1. A teacher who has been physically assaulted in connection with the performance of 

his/her duties shall notify the building principal immediately. 
 
 2. The teacher must furnish a signed statement on forms provided by the Board to 

justify the use of assault leave.  Said statement shall completely describe the 
circumstances and behavior of all pertinent parties.  The statement must be filed 
with the Superintendent within five (5) working days of the alleged assault unless 
the employee is incapacitated - then as soon as possible. 

 
 3. The teacher must also, if medical attention is required, furnish a certificate from a 

licensed physician stating the nature of the disability and its estimated duration 
before assault leave can be approved for payment.  The Superintendent may request 
additional information from the teacher to substantiate the need for an extension of 
the leave. 

 
 4. A teacher receiving assault leave agrees to give written and/or verbal testimony to 

assist the Board and the administration as necessary to ensure appropriate 
disciplinary action is taken against the attacker, as well as agrees to file charges with 
the appropriate authorities.  If court action results, said teacher shall be granted 
leave of his/her professional duties and a qualified substitute provided without loss 
of pay, and no deductions will be made from his/her sick leave. 

 
 5. Whenever feasible, a teacher, disabled as a result of a physical assault, shall be 

returned to the same or equivalent position as held at the time of the incident. 
 
L. PROFESSIONAL  LEAVE  –  Each  teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  one  paid 

professional leave day per year.  Written application for such leave must be made at least 
ten (10) days prior to the date of the leave, and such leave shall be for purposes of 
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observing another teacher, in or out of the District, perform in an area related to the 
teacher's present or forthcoming assignment, or for participating in an educational 
workshop or seminar.  The Board will reimburse teachers for reasonable expenses of up to 
fifty dollars ($50.00) for professional leave requested according to the procedure outlined 
above.  At its option, the Board may also elect to defray other reasonable expenses incurred 
under this leave.  If the Administration requests a teacher to attend a professional 
conference, seminar, or workshop, these days shall not be counted against the professional 
leave day. 

 
 The Administration reserves the right to limit the number of professional leaves granted on 

any particular day. 
 
 If the Superintendent approves a request by a teacher to attend a professional conference, 

seminar, or workshop other than the one day professional leave cited above, the teacher 
may have the actual cost for registration, housing, and travel reimbursed by the Board 
unless otherwise stipulated on the Leave Request Form. Meals included as part of 
registration shall also be reimbursed by the Board. 

 
M. BEREAVEMENT  LEAVE  –  Teachers  are  entitled  to  up  to  five  (5)  days  of  paid 

bereavement leave per year.  Such leave may be used upon the death of someone in the 
teacher’s  immediate  family  for  attending  the  funeral  and  such  other  activity  as  is 
necessary during such time.  No loss of sick leave shall occur when an individual uses 
bereavement leave pursuant to this provision.   If additional leave days are needed, the 
teacher may also use a reasonable number of sick leave days, if he/she has them available 
for such use.  Immediate family shall include the teacher’s spouse, children, parents, 
grandparents, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, similar relatives by marriage, 
and other persons who live in the teacher’s residence and for whom the teacher has assumed 
a reasonable responsibility for care. 

 
N. SABBATICAL LEAVE 
 
 1. A teacher who has completed ten (10) years of service, shall, upon written request at 

least sixty (60) days prior to the leave initiation date, be entitled to take a leave of 
absence with partial pay, for one or two semesters subject to the following 
restrictions:  The teacher shall present to the Superintendent for approval a plan for 
professional growth that calls for full-time study related to public education and at 
the conclusion of the leave provide evidence that the plan was followed. The teacher 
may be required to return to the District at the end of the leave for a period of up to 
one (1) year unless the teacher has completed twenty-five (25) years of teaching in 
this state.  The Board may not grant such a leave unless there is available a 
satisfactory substitute, nor grant such leaves to more than one professional staff 
member at any one time nor allow a part salary in excess of the difference between 
the replacement’s cost and the teacher’s cost, nor grant a leave longer than one 
school year, nor grant a leave to any teacher more often than once.  A year of 
sabbatical leave shall count as a year of credit for placement on the salary schedule.  
Leaves shall be granted on a first-applied, first-granted basis. 

 
 2. If possible, members of the instructional staff returning from sabbatical leave shall 

be returned to the same assignment held prior to such leave. 
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 3. An employee on sabbatical leave shall receive compensation that is the difference 

between the substitute’s salary and the employee’s compensation who is on the 
sabbatical leave.  If the cost of the substitute’s benefits are less than the cost of the 
employee’s benefits, then the employee may apply the difference in cost to be 
provided to his/her insurance benefits if he/she desires. 

 
O. MEDICAL LEAVE (UNPAID) 
 
 1. Medical leave of absence shall be granted in accordance with O.R.C. 3319.13 upon 

proper application of a teacher who has exhausted his/her accumulated sick leave 
and is still unable to return to work.   Such application shall include a doctor’s 
certificate indicating both the necessity for such leave and the anticipated date of 
return, and shall be made no less than ten (10) days prior to the exhaustion of sick 
leave. 

 
 2. Such leave shall commence on the day the accumulated sick leave is exhausted and 

the employee has no earnings due. 
  
 3. Such leave shall be for not less than the balance of the current school year or current 

school semester, whichever is shorter, and will not exceed a maximum period of two 
(2) consecutive school years. 

 
 4. Teachers on medical leave may continue any and all fringe benefits by forwarding 

to the Board Treasurer, monthly or bimonthly, as required, advance payment for 
those fringe benefits they elect to continue.   Such election shall be made in writing. 

 
 5. A  teacher  on  medical  leave  who  intends  to  return  to  work  shall  notify  the 

Superintendent in writing of such intention and of the intended date of return and 
shall file an application for reinstatement by April 1 if the intended date of return is 
the beginning of the next school year or by December 1 if the intended date of 
return is the first school day of the second semester.  Such application shall be 
accompanied by a doctor’s statement indicating the employee is reasonably 
anticipated to return to work on the intended date.  On the date of the employee’s 
return, if the application for reinstatement is granted, the employee shall submit a 
doctor’s statement certifying the employee’s medical fitness to carry out assigned 
duties and responsibilities. 

 
 6. A teacher returning from medical leave will assume his/her previous contract status. 
 
P. FAMILY MEDICAL LEAVE ACT (FMLA) 
 
 1. An eligible bargaining unit member is entitled to FMLA Leave in accordance with 

the "Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993" (as amended) and its implementing 
regulations.  For purposes of this section, twelve (12) month period is defined as the 
twelve (12) month period measured forward from the date a teacher's first FMLA 
Leave begins (i.e., the leave year is specific to each teacher). A teacher would be 
entitled to twelve (12) weeks of leave during the twelve (12) month period 
beginning on the first date FMLA Leave is taken.  The next twelve (12) month 
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period would commence the first time FMLA Leave is taken after the completion of 
any previous twelve (12) month period. 

 
 2. FMLA Leave may be used for: 
 
  a. Birth and/or care of a newborn child of the employee, within one year of the 

child’s birth; 
 
  b. Placement with the employee of a child for adoption or foster care, within 
   12 months of the child’s placement; 
 
  c. The employee is needed to provide physical and/or psychological care for 

spouse, child or parent with a serious health condition; 
 
  d. The employee’s own serious health condition makes him/her unable to 

perform the functions of his/her job; 
  
  e.  Qualified Exigency Leave; and  
 
  f. Military Caregiver Leave. 
 
 3. This leave shall be unpaid except to the extent the employee has paid sick leave, 

personal leave, or vacation available. 
 
  The twelve (12) workweeks include the time on sick leave as provided above, 

unpaid "child rearing" leave, or unpaid medical leave. 
 
 4. All group health insurance benefits shall be maintained and paid for by the Board 

during the FMLA Leave as if the employee was not on leave. 
 
 5. Upon return from FMLA Leave, the employee will be assigned to the same or 

substantially equivalent position. 
 
 6. When   the   FMLA   Leave   is   foreseeable,   the   employee   must   notify   the 

Superintendent of his/her request for leave at least thirty (30) days prior to the date 
when the leave is to begin.  If the leave is not foreseeable, the employee must give 
notice as early as is practical.  When the employee requests medical leave, the 
employee must make reasonable attempts to schedule treatment so as not to disrupt 
the District's operations. 

 
 7. This section is not intended to deprive an employee of any greater right contained in 

any other section of the Negotiated Agreement or of State or Federal law. 
 
 8. Because Sections 1. to 8. are provisions of Federal law and have been included in 

this Negotiated Agreement for clarification, these sections are not subject to 
grievance pursuant to Article II. 
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ARTICLE IX 
 

TEACHER EVALUATION/PERSONNEL FILE 

 
The Board and Association acknowledge that the overarching purposes of the teacher evaluation 
system are to serve as a tool to advance the professional development of teachers, to inform 
instruction and to assist teachers and administrators in identifying and developing best educational 
practices in order to provide the greatest opportunity for student learning and achievement. 
 
The evaluation procedure contained in this agreement shall not be used in any decision concerning 
the retention, removal, reduction or recall of any teacher until one year of data has been collected 
and one evaluation has been completed.   
 
A.   APPLICATION 
 
 The teacher evaluation procedure contained in this agreement applies to the following 

employees of the District: 
 
 1. Teachers working under a license issued under sections 3319.22, 3319.26, 3319.222 

or 3319.226 of the Revised Code who spend at least fifty (50) percent of their time 
providing content-related student instruction. 

 
 2. Teachers working under a permanent certificate issued under section 3319.222 of 

the Revised Code as it existed prior to September 2003 who spend at least fifty (50) 
percent of their time providing content-related student instruction. 

 
 3. Teachers working under a permanent certificate issued under section 3319.222 of 

the Revised Code as it existed prior to September 2006 who spend at least fifty (50) 
percent of their time providing content-related student instruction. 

 
 4. Teachers working under a permit issued under 3319.301 of the Revised Code who 

spend at least fifty (50) percent of their time providing content-related student 
instruction. 

 
B. TRAINING  
 
 1. Training on the evaluation framework and system will be provided, at Board 

expense, for all credentialed evaluators prior to the implementation of the evaluation 
framework. 

 
 2. Evaluators 
 
  a. All evaluators shall be a Ledgemont administrator who has successfully 

completed the state mandated credentialing training on the evaluation model.  
The Special Education Director may evaluate intervention specialists. 

 
  b. Except as provided in paragraph (a) as it relates to intervention specialists, 

teachers shall be evaluated by their building principal unless the teacher is 
notified otherwise in writing five working days before the first observation.  
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The assigned administrator shall complete the entire evaluation process. In 
the event of a prolonged absence of the administrator, another evaluator will 
be assigned.  

 
  c. An evaluator shall be selected by the teacher from a district approved list for 

those teachers with an above expected level of student growth on the student 
growth measure dimension of the evaluation procedure. 

 
C. DEFINITION OF OBSERVATION AND EVALUATION  
 
 1. For the 2013-2014 school year, an Evaluation shall be defined as one pre-

observation meeting before the first observation, one observation, one post-
observation meeting, and a second observation. A summary evaluation meeting 
shall be held after the Evaluation process is completed.  The second observation will 
be discussed at the post-observation meeting No bargaining unit member shall be 
Evaluated (as defined above) more than once per school year, absent those being 
considered for non-renewal.  At least three walk-throughs will also be conducted.  

 
 2. A teacher’s performance shall be assessed based on criteria set forth in the state 

model. 
 
 3. Walk-throughs that are deemed a part of this evaluation process must be conducted 

in accordance with the definition/process set forth in this Article/Section. 
  
 4. The Evaluation, including the summary Evaluation meeting, shall be completed by 

May 1.  The Evaluation Report shall be provided by May 10.  
 
 5. Teachers rated “accomplished” will be Evaluated every other year. 
 
 6. If the Board enters into a limited contract or extended limited contract with the 

teacher pursuant to section 3319.11 of the Revised Code, the Board shall perform a 
minimum of three formal observations during the evaluation cycle in any school 
year in which the Board may wish to declare its intention not to re-employ the 
teacher pursuant to division (B), (C)(3), (D) or (E) of that section. 

 
 7. For the 2013-2014 school year, the Board will use the state evaluation forms 

attached as Appendix F. 
 
D. OBSERVATIONS 
 
 1. Schedule of Observations 
 
  Two (2) formal observations shall be conducted to support each Evaluation.  A 

formal observation shall last a minimum of thirty (30) continuous minutes.   
 
  A post-observation conference will be held within 10 working days of the first 

observation unless the administrator or teacher is absent or another time is mutually 
agreed upon by the parties.  The second observation will occur within 15 working 
days of the post-observation conference for the 2013-2014 school year.  
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  If after the second formal observation a teacher’s performance is found deficient to 

the extent that adverse personnel action may result, additional observations may be 
conducted at the discretion of the administration and with prior notice to the teacher 
or at the reasonable request of the teacher.  

 
 2.  Pre-observation Meeting  
 
  A pre-conference will be held between three (3) and one (1) working days prior to 

the first observation in order for the teacher to explain plans and objectives for the 
lesson and provide copies of the lesson plan and materials to the evaluator.  

 
  Between three and one working days prior to the second observation, the teacher 

shall provide via email lesson plan and materials for the second observation to the 
evaluator.  

 
 3.   Observation of Teacher Performance 
  
  a. All monitoring or observation of the performance of the teacher during the 

observation process shall be conducted with the teacher’s knowledge. No 
audio or video devices shall be used.  

 
E  POST-OBSERVATION CONFERENCE AND REPORT 
 
 1. A post-observation conference will be held with the teacher after the first 

observation. The conference shall be conducted within ten (10) working days of the 
first observation, unless the administrator or teacher is absent or another time is 
mutually agreed to by the parties. 

 
F.  WALK THROUGHS 
 
 1. Walk-throughs are conducted as follows: 
 
  a. The walk-through shall be less than fifteen (15) consecutive minutes in 

duration. 
 
  b. A copy of the walk-through form will be provided to the teacher within three 

(3) working days of the walkthrough. 
  c.  Walk-throughs shall be conducted by the assigned evaluator. 
 
G.  WRITTEN EVALUATION  
 

1. After the second observation, the observations will be consolidated into the written 
Evaluation report on the Evaluation Form and shall be given to the teacher as soon as 
reasonably practical, and no later than May 10.  A summary evaluation conference shall 
be held between the teacher and evaluator by May 1.   

 
2. The teacher has the right to make written response, which can include supporting data 

or materials, to the evaluator within 5 working days and to have it attached to the 
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Evaluation report which is placed in the personnel file.  A copy signed by both parties 
shall be given to the teacher.  

 
3. The Evaluation report shall be signed by the evaluator.  The Evaluation report should 

then be signed by the teacher to verify notification to the teacher that the evaluation will 
be placed on file, but the teacher’s signature should not be construed as evidence that 
the teacher agrees with the contents of the evaluation report.   

 
H. IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
 

Teachers with below expected levels of student growth and/or an ineffective rating will 
develop an improvement plan with their credentialed evaluator. 

 
 1. Definitions 
 
  a. Improvement Plan is a clearly articulated assistance program for a teacher 

whose performance on key professional indicators has been documented to 
be ineffective by the evaluator. 

 
  b. Timeline:  A minimum of a six week period of time given to the teacher to 

meet the requirements, target dates and dates of review of the plan. 
    
  c. Assistance: The evaluator is responsible to assist the teacher in correcting 

identified deficiencies. 
 
 2. Improvement Plan 
 
  a. The evaluator, in collaboration with the teacher, will formulate the 

improvement plan.   
 
  b. The improvement plan, as outlined in this document, details: 
 
   (1) Rubric Specific performance expectations, resources and assistance 

to be provided. 
   (2) The district will provide for the reasonable allocation of financial 

resources to support professional development. 
   (3) Reasonably sufficient time and duration, as to allow the teacher to 

improve performance. 
I. NON-RENEWAL 
 
 The Board of Education shall notify any teacher being considered for non-renewal for the 

next school year in writing by June 1. 
 
J. PROFESSIONAL GROWTH PLAN 
 
 1. Professional growth plans shall be developed as follows: 
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  a. Teachers with above expected levels of student growth will develop a 
professional growth plan and may choose their credentialed evaluator from a 
district approved list for the next evaluation. 

 
  b. Teachers with expected levels of student growth will develop a professional 

growth plan collaboratively with the credentialed evaluator.  
 
 2. The Board shall provide for appropriate professional development.  
 
K. DUE PROCESS 
 
 Failure of the administration to complete the requisite evaluations in a timely manner due to 

the teacher being absent from work shall not prevent the Board from non-renewing the 
teacher. 

 
L. COMMITTEE 
 
 A Committee to evaluate and give recommendations to the administration on student 

growth measures for the 2014-2015 school year shall be formed with equal representation 
of the LEA and Administration.  LEA members shall be appointed by the President and 
shall have attended student growth measure training.  LEA members shall serve on a 
voluntary basis by appointment by the president.  Should administration not implement the 
committee recommendations, its rationale shall be communicated in writing to the 
committee members, which shall not be challengeable through the grievance procedure.   

 
 All employees not included in the above Evaluation model shall be evaluated with the 

current evaluation referenced in paragraph M below. 
 
M. PURPOSE – Teacher evaluations not required to be done within the parameters of R.C. 

3319.111 and R.C. 3319.11 shall be conducted in accordance with board policy, except 
failure of the administration to complete the requisite evaluations in a timely manner due to 
the teacher being absent from work shall not prevent the Board from non-renewing the 
teacher. 

 
N. PERSONNEL FILES –  The Board will, at the time of their placement in the file, allow a 

teacher to review any and all materials placed in his/her personnel file. Except for anecdotal 
notes that are kept for his/her own use, no administrator or Board member shall keep files 
unknown to the teacher.  Unless such anecdotal records are made known to the teacher in a 
timely fashion, and thus, become a part of the teacher's personnel file, they may be shown 
to no other third party except as required by law.  Anecdotal records shall not be placed in a 
personnel file. The teacher has a right to attach to any item in his/her personnel file as 
his/her own statement.  A teacher has a right to review his/her personnel file upon request 
any day s/he chooses.  A teacher has the right to a copy of any item in his/her personnel file 
following such review.   When material is reviewed or copied, a reference sheet shall be 
added to the folder indicating the date and time of review and/or copying, the material 
copied, and the individual's signature. 

 
 The Board shall require identification of anyone (excluding Administration and Board 

office personnel) requesting to review an official personnel file. An employee will be 
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notified if his/her file is being reviewed by anyone (excluding Administration and Board 
office personnel) and provided the opportunity for the employee or a designee of the 
employee’s choice to be present, if desired.  The Superintendent shall determine who will 
be present at the viewing of the file, the employee or the employee’s designee, along with 
the Superintendent or his/her designee. Nothing herein shall delay the Board’s compliance 
with state public records laws.  Documents not considered public record pursuant to the law 
shall be removed from the file prior to anyone other than the teacher or Board personnel 
viewing the file. 

 
O. TEACHER REPRESENTATION – A teacher has the right to representation of his/her 

choice for any conference, meeting, or hearing with the administration or Board at which 
he/she reasonably believes disciplinary action is going to be taken or could result there 
from.  Upon request for such representation the teacher shall be afforded reasonable time 
and opportunity to secure the representation, e.g., conferences, meetings, etc., will be set at 
a time, place, and date that allows the teacher to be represented.  In an emergency situation 
that cannot be reasonably delayed, the administration may deny a request for representation 
only to the degree necessary to overcome the emergency, at which time proceedings would 
be recessed until representation is secured, above. 
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ARTICLE X 
 

REDUCTION IN FORCE 

 
A. When the Board finds it necessary to conduct a Reduction in Force (“RIF”), i.e., to 

eliminate positions in the bargaining unit for the reasons set forth in R.C. 3319.17, and to 
subsequently fill available positions, it shall follow the procedures herein. 

 
B. When  possible,  RIF  shall  be  done  by  not  filling  positions  vacated  by  retirement, 

resignation, or other causes beyond the control of the Board. 
 
C. Any teacher to be suspended due to RIF shall at least thirty (30) days advance written 

notice of the action, if reasonably possible, and, if not, as much advance notice as is 
possible. 

 
D. Suspension of teacher contracts due to RIF shall be conducted by seniority in the district for 

teachers with comparable evaluations, and in accordance with the procedures contained in 
R.C. 3319.17.   

 
 1. Employees on limited contracts shall be reduced first utilizing the following order: 
  a. Certification/Licensure within the affected teaching field. 
  b. Comparable evaluations as defined below. 
  c. When evaluations are comparable, or if the RIF involves a non-OTES 

bargaining unit member, seniority in the district shall prevail, with the 
contract of the least senior limited contract teacher in the affected teaching 
field being the first to be suspended. 

 
 2. Should the necessary reduction exceed the number of limited contract teachers in 

the affected teaching field, continuing contract teachers shall be reduced utilizing 
the following order:  

 
  a. Certification/Licensure within the affected teaching field. 
  b. Comparable evaluations as defined below. 
  c.  When evaluations are comparable, or if the RIF involves a non-OTES 

bargaining unit member, seniority in the district shall prevail, with the 
contract of the least senior continuing contract teacher in the affected 
teaching field being the first to be suspended. 

 
E. Comparable Evaluations 
 
 Suspension of contracts and recall of eligible bargaining unit members whose contracts 

have been suspended pursuant to a RIF, will not be based on seniority, except in 
circumstances when choosing between OTES evaluated teachers with “comparable 
evaluations” or non-OTES teachers.  The application of the term “comparable” as applied 
to teacher evaluations shall be based on the following: 

 
 1. For the 2013-2014 school year, all teachers shall be comparable to one another for 

the purposes of Reduction in Force. 
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 2. Where teachers possess comparable evaluations, a teacher with certification/licenses 
for more than one position in the bargaining unit shall not have his/her contract 
suspended unless he/she is the least senior teacher for every such position.  
Otherwise and where teachers possess comparable evaluations, he/she shall be 
transferred so that the least senior teacher is subject to RIF.  

 
  To complement those provisions, the Board will take the following steps: 
 
  1. Teachers on suspended contract shall have first recall rights, in reverse order 

of a RIF, for any position that opens for which they are certified/licensed 
provided that they possess comparable evaluations to all other teachers on 
the recall list who possess the required certification for the position for 
which the teacher is being recalled.  

 
  2. When a position for which a teacher on suspended contract is 

certificated/licensed opens, the Board will make a reasonable and timely 
effort to notify the teacher of the recall.   This will be done by phone, 
certified letter, and such other viable means as are available.  From the date 
of receipt of such notice: 

 
   a. The teacher shall have five (5) days to notify the Superintendent of 

his/her acceptance of the recall and shall have a total of twenty (20) 
calendar days to report to work. 

 
b. Failure  to  provide  written  acceptance  and  report  to  work  within  

that twenty (20) calendar days period may be deemed as a forfeiture 
of the teacher's rights to this and future recalls and other rights 
provided in this Agreement. 

 
   c. If  the  Superintendent  has  not  received  notice  from  the  teacher  

of acceptance  within  ten  (10)  calendar  days  of  the  mailing  of  
the  recall notice, the Board may offer the position to the next person 
subject to recall, and if none, to the person of its choice. 

 
   d. In such a case, if the teacher subsequently provides the requisite five 

(5) days notice of acceptance, he/she is not entitled to the position in 
question, but he/she does not forfeit future recall and other rights 
provided in this Agreement. 

 
   e. If a teacher turns down a job that is equal to his/her prior assignment 

in the District, he/she will be removed from the recall list. 
 
 4. A teacher on suspended contract is entitled to maintain medical fringe benefits 

provided in this Agreement by reimbursing the Board in a timely fashion of the total 
costs of the premiums. 

 
E. Seniority shall be defined in this Agreement as the greater length of service from the 

teacher's most recent date of hire, with no length of service gained, but no break in service 
counted for approved unpaid leaves taken since that most recent date of hire. Periods of 
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time on suspended contract shall count towards seniority.   For individuals who possess 
comparable evaluations, for purposes of RIF, suspension, and recall, continuing contract 
status shall automatically be considered greater seniority than limited contract status, 
regardless of service time.  For individuals who possess comparable evaluations, if seniority 
is equal, retention shall be determined by keeping the teacher who first secured his/her 
continuing contract and, if not applicable, who first signed his/her initial contract during 
this length of service with the Board, and if not applicable, whoever wins in the flip of a 
coin by an impartial party, in the presence of the teachers affected, or their designees. 

 
F. Teachers whose contracts have been suspended shall remain on the recall list for twenty- 

four (24) months. 
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ARTICLE XI 
 

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (LPDC) 

 
A. The Ledgemont Local School District will maintain one LPDC having a District-wide 

scope. The LPDC will have five (5) members comprised of two (2) administrative 
members appointed by the Superintendent, and three (3) bargaining unit members 
appointed by the Association’s Executive Committee. 

 
B. All LPDC members will serve staggered two (2) year terms. 
 
C. Administrative  vacancies  will  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  the  Superintendent. 
 Association vacancies will be filled by the appointment of the Association’s Executive 

Committee. The Administration and the Association shall determine the method(s) of 
recalling or replacing their respective LPDC members. 

 
D. A quorum shall be three (3) of the five (5) members in order to conduct LPDC business. 
 The quorum shall be two (2) teachers and one (1) administrator. 
 
E. The LPDC shall determine its meeting schedule and shall post its schedule no later than 

September 10 of each school year.   LPDC meetings shall be held on a monthly basis, with 
regular dates to be chosen by the LPDC at the beginning of each school year. Meetings will 
be scheduled after the school day or after the regular school year. 

 
F. LPDC members shall be afforded the opportunity to attend Board-paid trainings on the 

purpose, responsibilities, functioning, and legal requirements of the LPDC.  If training is 
available during the workday, committee members shall be given paid released time by the 
Board to attend. 

 
G. Each LPDC member shall be paid a stipend of two percent (2%) of the base salary or five 

hundred dollars ($500.00) per year, whichever is larger, to be dispersed on the last pay date 
in June in a separate check except that the Chairperson and Secretary shall receive two and 
one-half percent (2.5%) of the base salary.  Any LPDC member that misses more than two 
(2) meetings shall have deducted fifty dollars ($50.00) per meeting missed thereafter. 

 
H. The LPDC shall approve all CEU programs and coursework for all certificated/licensed 

employees, with the exception of the Board Treasurer, as well as other activities that may 
provide CEUs and the LPDC shall establish the criteria for the above programs.  For an 
administrator’s IPDP and/or course approval, the LPDC shall have a voting majority of 
administrators. 

 
I. APPEALS PROCESS – The LPDC shall annually establish and publish an appeal process.  

The appeal process shall include at a minimum the following: 
 
 1. Reconsideration – If an educator disagrees with a LPDC’s decision, the educator 

should be given the opportunity to meet with the LPDC in person to discuss the 
IPDP and to discuss his/her case. This discussion will also serve to help the 
educator gain an understanding of the perspective of the LPDC. 
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 2. Third Party Review – If, after the reconsideration process has taken place, the LPDC 
and the educator are still unable to come to agreement, a third party should review 
the decision.  The third party reviewer may consist of a panel made up of one 
licensed educator selected by the LPDC, one licensed educator selected by the 
educator, and one licensed educator agreed upon by the other two.   This panel 
would then be charged with reviewing the LPDC’s decision and either upholding it 
or overturning it. 

 
J. The LPDC shall also serve as the District’s Master Teacher Committee. 
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ARTICLE XII 
 

DISTRICT REORGANIZATION OR CONSOLIDATION 

 
The Board will follow state statutes in regards to district reorganization or consolidation. 
 
If the successor employer already recognizes a union that is an affiliate of the OEA, then the 
transferred employees will be considered to be added to the existing bargaining unit.  The 
reorganization/consolidation will follow the procedures outlined in O.R.C. 3319.18. 
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ARTICLE XIII 
 

ACADEMIC FREEDOM 

 
Each teacher shall have academic freedom within the bound of the prescribed curriculum and 
reasonable Board and Administrative rules and regulations. 
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ARTICLE XIV 
 

MENTORING/ENTRY YEAR PROGRAM 

RESIDENT EDUCATOR PROGRAM 

 
A. DEFINITION   –   The Resident Educator Program is designed for beginning teachers 

and provides them with the coaching, mentoring and guidance that is critical to improving 
their skills and knowledge and enhancing student achievement.  The Board will administer 
the four year Resident Educator program.   Successful completion of the program is 
required for a teacher to advance to a five (5) year professional educator license. 

 
B. The administration shall make every effort to match the mentor and the Resident Educator’s 

subject area or building. 
 
C. MENTOR QUALIFICATIONS – Unless otherwise agreed upon by the Association 

President and Superintendent, mentors shall have a minimum of five (5) years teaching 
experience and at least three (3) years teaching experience in the District and be trained 
through the Ohio Department of Education’s Instructional Mentoring program.  Master 
teachers and National Board certified teachers will be given preference. The district shall 
pay for mentor training. 

 
D. APPLICATION PROCESS – Any teacher wishing to be a mentor shall notify the Board 

office.  Acceptable applicants shall then be a part of a pool of available mentors from which 
the Committee will make pairings.  Being a mentor shall be voluntary provided that 
sufficient individuals volunteer.  An external mentor may be assigned by the administration 
in cases where there are not sufficient volunteers. 

 
E. CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE MENTORING PROCESS – No mentor shall share any 

information about the entry-year teacher Resident Educator with any administrator.  The 
role of the mentor is strictly formative and shall not be evaluative in any way. 

 
F. MENTOR RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
 1. Works in a confidential, candid, and supportive relationship. 
 
 2. Assists Resident Educator in refining teaching practices. 
  
 3. Assists Resident Educator in understanding the learning needs of all students, 

especially  students  at  risk,  those  with  special  needs,  and  those  from  diverse 
cultural and linguistic background. 

 
 4. Assists Resident Educator in enhancing their content expertise and their access to 

training in their subject matter area. 
 
 5. Assists Resident Educator in applying classroom management and discipline 

strategies. 
 
 6. Provides timely feedback and is highly accessible to the Resident Educator. 
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 7. Facilitates and participates in sharing among Resident Educators and mentors. 
 
 8. Facilitates Resident Educator observing mentor teachers and other experienced, 

exemplary teachers in teaching situations and structures of their classrooms. 
 
 9. Assists Resident Educator in utilizing educational technologies. 
 
 10. Supports and facilitates meaningful parent and community involvement in and with 

the school. 
 
 11. Participates in an ongoing and annual assessment of the mentor teacher program and 

other aspects of the Resident Educator support system. 
  
 12. Is to function as a mentor but does not supervise.  Shall not participate in the 

evaluation of the Resident Educator. 
 
 13. Is willing to participate in training, if not already trained. 
 
G. LOG OF MENTOR ACTIVITIES – The mentor teacher will be required to submit a log 

of the following activities to the Superintendent’s office at the conclusion of the program:  
dates, time and a list of the topics of all activities engaged in, including without limitation 
training, observations, reviews, informal and formal meetings.  

 
H. STIPEND/RELEASE TIME FOR MENTORS AND RESIDENT EDUCATORS– 

Mentors shall be paid a stipend equal to 3.5% of the base salary for each entry-year teacher 
served. 

 
 Both mentors and Resident Educators shall have up to five (5) days release time for 

observations, conferencing, training, and any other perceived need of the mentors or 
Resident Educators to accomplish the mentoring task. 

 
I. Required Participation in the Resident Educator Program 
 
 1. All teachers who meet the following requirements must participate in the Resident 

Educator Program in accordance with this Article, the law, and the Ohio Department 
of Education Resident Educator Program Standards: 

 
  a. hold a valid resident educator license, an alternative resident educator license 

of any type, or a one-year out-of-state educator license; 
 
  b. teach at least two classes or .25 Full Time Equivalent (“FTE”) in their area 

of licensure; 
 
  c. are responsible for planning and delivering standards-based, preK-12 

curriculum to students and evaluating their progress; 
 
  d. work at least 120 days, as defined by the Ohio Revised Code, in each year of 

the Resident Educator Program; and 
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  e. are assigned an ODE-certified, trained mentor by the administration. 
 
 2. Teachers will apply for a valid resident educator license or alternative resident 

educator license as soon as they are eligible. 
 
J. The Resident Educator Program shall not replace the teacher evaluation system and shall 

not be used to evaluate a resident educator. 
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ARTICLE XV 
 

AGREEMENT FORM, EFFECT, AND DURATION 

 
A. Except as specifically stated in this Negotiated Agreement, in the event there is a conflict 

between a provision of this Agreement and any applicable state or federal law, the law shall 
prevail and such provisions of this Agreement as are not prevailed upon by law shall remain 
in full force and effect for the duration of the Agreement. 

 
B. This Agreement shall take effect the first workday of the 2013-2014 school year, except as 

otherwise provided, and shall remain in effect until the effective date of its successor 
Agreement or August 31, 2014 whichever comes sooner. 

 
C. The conditions, requirements, and stipulations enumerated in this Agreement constitute the 

complete and sole contract between the Board and the Association.   No other conditions, 
stipulations, or requirements (either verbal or written) will be recognized unless mutually 
agreed upon or required under Ohio Revised Code Chapter 4117. 

 
D. SEVERABILITY – Subject to the provisions of O.R.C. 4117.10(A), if any provision(s) of 

this Agreement is found to be contrary to law, then such provision(s) shall be inoperative, 
but the remaining provisions hereof shall continue in effect.  Upon request of either the 
Association or the Board within ten (10) days after such finding the parties will meet solely 
for the purpose of negotiating the provision(s) affected. 

 
E. In recognition, agreement, and witness to the terms and conditions of this Negotiated 

Agreement, the following officials do place their signatures. 
 
F. The terms of this Agreement will be retroactive for all employees under contract at the time 

of contract ratification. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

DEFINITIONS 

 
ADMINISTRATORS – Those certificated/licensed employees under administrative contract with 
the Board, and whose position requires, under the law, that an administrative contract be issued.  
Administrators, under the provisions of this Agreement, are not deemed to be teachers. 
 
AGREEMENT  –  When  used  with  the  upper  case,  A,  Agreement  means  the  total  set  of 
provisions negotiated between, ratified by, and in effect for the Board and the LEA. 
 
ASSOCIATION – The Ledgemont Education Association, an affiliate of the Ohio Education 
Association, and the local representative of the United Education Profession. 
 
BOARD – When used with the upper case, B, Board means the Board of Education of the 
Ledgemont Local School District which sets policy and is duly elected by the Electorate of the 
Ledgemont Local School District. 
 
DAYS – Unless otherwise specified, days means actual days that teachers work during the school 
year, and during the summer recess, weekdays, Monday through Friday, not counting national 
holidays. 
 
IMMEDIATE FAMILY – Immediate family shall include the teacher’s spouse, children, parents, 
grandparents, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, foster children, and similar relatives by marriage, and 
other persons who live in the teacher’s residence and for whom the teacher has assumed a 
reasonable responsibility for care. 
 
SENIORITY – Seniority is defined in the Reduction in Force provision of the Agreement. 
 
STUDENT DAY – Student day is the actual day and time that students are required to be in 
attendance at a given school. 
 
TEACHER – Teacher is any certificated/licensed employee of the Board not classified as an 
administrator, defined above.  This includes such employees as nurses, counselors, tutors, etc., who 
might not otherwise be deemed teachers. 
 
TEACHER DAY – Teacher day is the actual day and time that teachers are required to be in 
attendance at their respective schools, unless on approved leave. 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS – Terms and conditions describe the aspects of employment that are 
subject to negotiation between the Board and the Association. These would include wages, hours, 
terms, and conditions of employment. 
 



48 
 

WORKDAY – Workday shall be a teacher day during which students may or may not be in 
attendance, e.g., a parent-teacher, or in-service day. 
  

 

 

SALARY INDEX SCHEDULE KEY 
 
B.A.                                                    Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent. 

 
B.A. + 15/Fifth Year Bachelor’s Degree plus fifteen (15) semester hours or 150 

semester hours and a Bachelor’s Degree. 
 
M.A.                                                   Masters Degree or equivalent. 

 
M.A. + 15                                           15   semester   hours   earned   after   the   Masters   degree. 

Graduate work only. 
 

 
 

Teachers who meet the requirements for advancement to a higher salary placement shall submit 
verification to the Superintendent. 

 
Written notification of such qualification by the teacher before September 1 of any year will 
result in advancement on the salary schedule for that school year.   Upon submission of 
documentation to the payroll department verifying advancement on the salary schedule the 
teacher shall be placed accordingly. 

 
A teacher has the responsibility to inform the Superintendent of any salary placement errors 
within the school year.  Notwithstanding state law, any misplacement discovered on the salary 
schedule shall result in only one year retroactivity recovery by either the Board or the teacher. 
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2013-2014 SALARY SCHEDULE  
APPENDIX B 

 
Years of 
Service 

Non-Degree B.A. B.A.+ 15 / 

Fifth Year 
M.A. M.A.+ 15 

 
0 $23,998 

0.88 
$27,271 

1 
$28,307 

1.038 
$29,861 

1.095 
$31,088 

1.14 
1 $25,089 

0.92 
$28,361 

1.04 
$29,479 

1.081 
$31,361 

1.15 
$32,725 

1.2 
2 $26,180 

0.96 
$29,452 

1.08 
$30,652 

1.124 
$32,861 

1.205 
$34,361 

1.26 
3 $27,271 

1 
$30,543 

1.12 
$31,825 

1.167 
$34,361 

1.26 
$35,997 

1.32 
4 $28,361 

1.04 
$31,634 

1.16 
$32,997 

1.21 
$35,861 

1.315 
$37,633 

1.38 
5 $29,452 

1.08 
$32,725 

1.2 
$34,170 

1.253 
$37,361 

1.37 
$39,270 

1.44 
6  $33,816 

1.24 
$35,343 

1.296 
$38,861 

1.425 
$40,906 

1.5 
7  $34,906 

1.28 
$36,515 

1.339 
$40,361 

1.48 
$42,542 

1.56 
8  $35,997 

1.32 
$37,688 

1.382 
$41,861 

1.535 
$44,179 

1.62 
9  $37,088 

1.36 
$38,861 

1.425 
$43,360 

1.59 
$45,815 

1.68 
10  $38,179 

1.4 
$40,033 

1.468 
$44,860 

1.645 
$47,451 

1.74 
11  $39,270 

1.44 
$41,206 

1.511 
$46,360 

1.7 
$49,087 

1.8 
12  $40,361 

1.48 
$42,379 

1.554 
$47,860 

1.755 
$50,724 

1.86 
13  $41,451 

1.52 
$43,551 

1.597 
$49,360 

1.81 
$52,360 

1.92 
14  $42,542 

1.56 
$44,724 

1.64 
$50,860 

1.865 
$53,996 

1.98 
15   $45,897 

1.683 
$52,360 

1.92 
$55,632 

2.04 
20   $48,242 

1.769 
$55,360 

2.03 
$58,905 

2.16 
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APPENDIX C 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL POSITIONS AND INDICES 
 

A. The index for the supplemental schedule shall be applied to the base. 
 

B. Coaches  new  to  the  District  may  be  given  experience  credit  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Superintendent. 

 
C. Years  of  coaching  experience  shall  be  credited  from  the  date  of  receiving  an  initial 

coaching contract. 
 

D. The Superintendent shall determine experience levels for supplemental contracts when a 
teacher accepts a new supplemental position. 

 
E. If the Board approves any paid supplemental position’s coach or advisor, the coach or 

advisor awarded a contract will be paid in full at the end of the season and/or duties unless 
the Superintendent and Board Treasurer agree to accelerate the payments pursuant to an 
alternative payment arrangement.  Supplemental positions will be determined by available 
finances, sufficient student commitment, and availability of coaches or advisors.  If student 
participation during the season is reduced below the level required to complete the season 
or activity, the contract will be prorated.   The contract may also be prorated if the 
coach/advisor does not complete his/her assignment as determined by the Athletic 
Director/Building Principal.  The Board has the right to determine reasonable participation. 

 
POSITION 0 – 3 Years 4 Years and Up 

 

Athletic Director, HS .16 .20 
Athletic Director, MS .05 .09 

Baseball .10 .14 
Baseball, Assistant JV .06 .10 

Basketball, HS Boys .12 .16 
Basketball, Assistant HS Boys .08 .12 
Basketball, HS Girls .12 .16 
Basketball, Assistant HS Girls .08 .12 
Basketball, Freshman .06 .10 
Basketball, MS Girls .06 .10 
Basketball, Assistant MS Girls .04 .08 
Basketball, MS Boys .06 .10 
Basketball, Assistant MS Boys .04 .08 

Band Director: Marching, Summer (each one) .05 .08 

Cheerleading Advisor, HS .05 .07 
Cheerleading Advisor, MS .04 .06 
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POSITION 
 
Class Advisor, Freshman/Sophomore 

0 – 3 Years 
 

.03 

4 Years and Up 
 

.06 
Class Advisor, Junior .12 .15 
Class Advisor, Senior .04 .07 

Cross Country, HS .10 .14 

Drama Advisor, HS (Per Play) .05  

Football, HS .12 .16 
Football, Assistant HS (2) .08 .12 
Football, MS .06 .10 
Football, Assistant MS .04 .08 

Geauga County Fair Advisor .01  

Majorette/Drill Advisor .03 .04 

National Honor Society .03 .06 

Newspaper Advisor, HS .05 .07 
Newspaper Advisor, MS .04 .06 

Scheduling Coordinator, MS .03  

Sixth Grade Camp .02  

Soccer, HS .06 .10 

Softball, HS .10 .14 
Softball, Assistant JV .06 .10 

Student Council Advisor .03 .05 

Technology Coordinator .04 .08 

Teen Institute Advisor .03  

Track, HS Boys .10 .14 
Track, HS Girls .10 .14 
Track, MS Boys .06 .10 
Track, MS Girls .06 .10 

Volleyball, HS .12 .16 
Volleyball, Assistant HS .08 .12 
Volleyball, MS .06 .10 
Volleyball, Assistant MS .04 .08 

Wrestling, HS (Head) .12 .16 
Wrestling, Assistant HS .08 .12 
Wrestling, MS .06 .10 

Yearbook Advisor, HS .04 .08 
Yearbook Advisor, MS .03  
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··Your Anthem lenefits Anthem.+.t 
 

Ledgemont Local Schools 
Blue AccesssM (PPO) 

APPENDIX D-1 

Summary of Benefits, Effective 07101/2010 
 

- 02/28/2011 
Network  Non-Network 

Deductible (Single/Family) $1,5001$4,500 $3,000/$9,000 
Out-of-Pocket Limit (Single/Family)  $1,500/$4,500 $6,000/$12,000 
Physician Home and Office Services (PCPISCP) $20/$20 20% 
Primary Care Physician (PCP)/Specially Care Physician (SCP) 
Including Office Surgeries and allergy serum: 
• allergy injections (PCP and SCP) $5  20% 
• allergy testing 0%  20% 
• routine and non rouline mammograms $20  20% 

(regardless of outpatient setting) 
• diabetic education (regardless of outpatient setting)  $20  20% 
• certain medical nutritional therapy $20 Not Covered 

(regardless of outpatient setting) 
• MRAs, MRis, PETS, C-Scans, Nuclear Cardiology Imaging  0% 20% 

Studies and non-maternity related Uttrasounds 
Preventive Care Services 
Services include but are not limited to: 
Routine Exams, Pelvic Exams, Pap testing, PSA tests, 
Immunizations'. Annual diabetic eye exam, Routine Vision 
and Hearing exams 
•  Physician Home and Office Visits (PCP/SCP)  $20/$20 20% 
•  Other Outpatient Services@ Hospital/Alternative Care Facility 0% 20% 
Emergency and Urgent Care 
•  Emergency Room Services@ Hospital $75 $75 

(facltlty/other covered services) 
(copayment waived if admiffed} 

•  Urgent Care Center Services $35 $35 
Inpatient and Outpatient Professional Services 0% 20% 
Include but are not limited to: 
•  Medical Care visits (1 per day), Intensive Medical Care, 

Concurrent Care, Consultations, Surgery and administration 
of general anesthesia and Newborn exams 

Inpatient Facility Services 0% 20% 
Unlimited days except for. 
•  60 days Network/Non-Network combined for physical 

medicine/rehab (limit includes Day Rehabilitation Therapy 
Services on an outpalient basis) 

•  90 days Network/Non-Network combined for skilled nursing facility 
Outpatient Surgery Hospital/Alternative Care Facility 0%  20% 
• Surgery and administration of general anesthesia 
Other Outpatient Services (including but not limited to):  0% 20% 
•  Non Surgical Outpatient Services for example:MRis, 

C-Scans, Chemotherapy, Ultrasounds, and other diagnostic 
outpatient services. 

•  Home Care Services (Nelwork/Non-network combined) 
90 visits (excludes IV Therapy) 

•  Durable Medical Equipment and Orthotics (Network/ 
Non-network combined) 
$4,000 benefit maximum (excluding Prosthetic Devices 
and Medical Supplies) 

•  Prosthetic Devices $4,000 benefit maximum 
•  Physical Medicine Therapy Day Rehabililation programs 
•  Hospice Care 0% 0% 
•  Ambulance Services  0% 0% 

 

 

 
OH PPO BLUE J.O SOB Rev. 1107 

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the Ira de name of Community !nsurnnce Company 
®Re !Ernd matks Blue Cross and Blue Shield Asscdation. 



53 
 

Ledgemont LocalSchools- Blue Access PPO Benefit Summa  (continued) 
 Covered Benefits    

OutpatlentTherapy Services 
(Combined Network & Non-Network limits apply) 
• Physician Home and Office Visits (PCP/SCP) 
•  Other Outpatient Services@ Hospitai/Aitemative Care Facility 
Limits apply to: 
•  Physical therapy:20 visits 
•  Occupational therapy: 20 visits 
•  Manipulation therapy:12 visits 
•  Speech therapy: 20 visits 

 

 
 

$20/$20 
0% 

 

 
 
20% 
20% 

Behavioral Health Services: 
MentalHealth and Substance Abuse' 
(limits and maximums apply) 
•  Inpatient Facility Services 
•  Physician Home and Office Visits (PCP/SCP) 
•  Other Outpatient Services@ Hospitai/Aitemative Care Facility 

Inpatient:30 Network days 
(includes Inpatient mental health Non-Network) 
Outpatient:30 Network visits 
10 Non-Network mental health visits 
Combined Inpatient and outpatient substance abuse $550 
Non-Network 

(Substance abuse rehabilitation programs are limited to twa per 
lifetime Network and Nan-Network combined.) 

 

 
 
 

0% 
$20/$20 
0% 

 

 
 
 

20% 
20% 
20% 

Human Organ and Tissue Transplants' 
•  Acquisition and transplant procedures, harvest and storage. 

No copaymentlcoinsurance 50% 

Prescription Drugs' 
Network Tier structure equals 1/2/3 (and 4, If applicable) 
•  Network Retail Pharmacies: 

(30-day supply) 
Includes diabetic test strip 

• Anthem Rx Direct Mall Service: 
(90-day supply) 
Includes diabetic test strip 

 

 
Specialty Medications  must be obtained via our Specialty Pharmacy 
network In order to receive network level benefits. 

 

 
$10/$20/$30 

 
 

$20/$40/$60 

 

 
50%, min $305 

 
 

Not covered 

Lifetime Maximum (Combined Network and Non-network)' unlimited unlimited 
 

Notes: 
Flat dollar copayments are excluded from the out-oj.pocket limits. Also Pre.scription Dmg deductibleslcopayments/cainsurance and Non-network Human Organ and 
Tissue Tra/l.spfants are D;c/udedfrom the out-of-pocket limi/S. 
Deductible(s) apply only to covered medical .sen'ices listed with a percentage (%) coinsurance. Howf!ver, the deductible does no/ apply to Emergency Room Sen,ices@ 
Hospital wlum! a percentage ('JtJ) coinsurance applies to other covered sen•ices. 
Network and Non-network deduct/hies, copaymenrs, coinsurance and out-of-pocket maximums are separate and do not accumulate toward each other. 
Dependent Age: to end of the month which the child attains age 25. 
Specialist copaymenr is applicable to all Specialists excluding General Physicians, Internist, Pediatricians, OBIGYN's and Geriatrics or any other Network Provider as 
allowed by the plan. 
Physicians Home and office visit copayment also applies if the office  1•isit is billed with allergy injections. 
No copaymentlcoinsurance means no deducriblelcopaymentlcoinsurance up to the maximum allowable amount. 0% means no coiTJSurance up to the maximum allowable 
amount. However, when choosing a Non-neMork provider, the member is responsible for any balance due after the plan paymem. 
PCP is a Nen1•orkPro1•ider who is a practitioner that specializes in family practice, general practice, internal medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics/gynecology, geriatrics or 
DID' other Network provider as allowed by the plan. 
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Ledgemont Local Sc/zools 
Blue Access® Option 2Jwith R--c Option B 

Anthem.+.'l 
APPENDIX D-2 

Effective 03/01/2011 
Plca.rc nate: as 1\'C rccci\'C additional guidance and clarificatianfrom the U.S. Departmem of Health and Human Services, 1ve may be required to make additional clumgc.r 
10 your benefits. 

 
Covered Benefits  Network  !Non-Network 
Deductible (Singh!/Family) 2,000/56,000 4,000/512,000 I 
Out-of-Pocket Limit (Single!Fumily) '2,000/56,000 SS,OOOIS16,000 
Phj'Sicinn Home and  Office Sen·ices (PCP/SCP)  25/S25 j20% 
Primary Care Physic:ian{PCP}/Spccialty Care Physician  (SCP) 
Including Office Surgeries nnd allergy serum: 

·Allergy injections (PCP and SCP) '5 ho% 
·Allergy testing  % 0% 
· MRAs, MRis, PETS, C-Scnns, Nuclear Cardiology lmaJ:,ring Studies, "'" non-mnmmity  rclntl!d Ullrasounds nnd Phurmuccuticnls 

0'!- 1 

Pre\·entivc  Core Services  No Copaymcnt/Coinsuronce 0% 
Services include but arc not limited to: 
Routine Exums, r...tammogrnms, Pelvic Exnms, Pnp testing, PSA tests, 
[mmuni7.ations(l ), Annual diabetic eye exam, Routine Vision ond Hearing 
·crecnings 
Emergency :md Urgent Care 

·Emergency Room Sen'ices @llospitnl  !200  200 
(facility/other covered services) 
(copfl)'/1/enl w!lived ifadmitredj 

• Urgent Care Center Services  !75  0% 
· MRAs. MRls, PETS, C·Scnns, Nuclear Cardiology Imaging Studies, 0%  0% 
Non-Mutemity related Ultrasounds and Phannaccuticnls 
·Allergy injections 55 1Q% 
·Allergy testing                                                                                         0%                                                          10% 

fnputient und Outpatient  Professional Services                                               %                                                        0% 
Include but arc not limilctl to: 

·Medical Cure visits (I per dny). Intensive ·1edical Cure, Concurrent 
Care. Consultations, Surgery and ndministrntion of generul anest11esia and 
Newborn exams 

Inpatient Facility Services  0%  0%  ! 
Unlimited days except for: 

· 60 days Network/Non-Network combined for physical medicine I rehab 
(limit includes Dny Rchabilitmion T11empy Services on an outpatient basis) 
· 90 duys Ncnvork!Non-Nctwork  combined for skilled nursing fhci\ity 

 rutpatient Surgery  Hospital/ Alternative Care Facility  p% 20% 
· Surgery and administration of gcneml anesthesia 

:Other Outpatient Services (including but not limited to):  D% 'JQ% 

·Non Surgicul Outpatient Services ' 
For e."\ample:MR1s, C-Scans, ChemotherapyUltrasounds and other 
diagnostic outpati :nt 

·Home Care Services (Network/Non-network combined) 
90 visits (excludes IV TI1cropy) 

·Durable Medical Equipment, Orthotics, and Prosthetics 
·Physical Medicine Thcrnpy Day Rchabilitnlion prognuns 
· Hospice Cure % % 
· Ambulnncc Services 0% 0% _j 

 
 
 

 
Amhem Blu" Crt"' nd U!lll:' Shield i•t!10 t •drum >fCnmmunity lnotrr.tr.u C:un•f' "Y 

An indql.rro!cnt. liccn -:: oftltc Dlo Cmn rnllUc Shidd A-''<ldo1i11n, 
t:IJ  lli: is!m-.1 morh UluCruu nd Dluc Shidd A•=ilti""· 
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jCovered Benefits Network Non-Network 
iOutpntienl Therapy Services 
KCombined Network & Non-Network limits apply) 

·Physician Home and Office Visits (PCP/SCP) 
·Other Outpatient Services@ Ilospital!Aitcrnotivc Care Facility 
Limits apply to: 
· Physical therapy: 20 visits 
· Occupational therapy: 20 visits 
· M:mipulution therapy: 12 visits 
·Speech therapy: 20 visits 
·Cardiac Rehabilitation: 36 visits 
· Pulmonary Rehabilitation: 20 visits 
·AccidcntllJ Dental: $3,000 Limit 

 
 
251525 
% 

 
 
'JQ% 
JQ% 

 
' 

jBchavioral Hcnlch Services! 
\lcntul Health  und Substance Abuse (2) 
·Inpatient Facility Services 
· Physician Home and Office Visits 
·Other Outpaticnt  Facility Services 

 
 
Bcnefits provided in accordance  wit11 
Fcdcrnl rvtcntal J lcalth Parity 

 
 
'0% 
0% 
0% 

Human  Orgun und Tissue Trunsplanl {3) 
-Acquisition and trnnspl110t procedures. harvest and stomge. 

No Cllpnymcnt/Coinsurancc  r Oo/· 
\Prescription Drugs:(4) 
i'\etwork  Tier structure equals  1/2/3 (and .:t  if upplicnble) 

-Network Retail  Plwrmucies: 
(30 day supply) 
lncludC!i diabetic test strip 

- Anthem  M:til Service: 
(90 day supply) 
Includes diabetic test strip 

-Specialty medications are limited to a 30 day supply regardless of whether 
they arc rcmil or mail service. 
-Member may be responsible for additionul cost when not selecting the 
available generic drug. 

I  -Specialty Medications must be obtillned via our Specialty Phunnacy 

 
 
10 I S251 S40 

 
 
to I S651 5120 

 

 
0%, min $40(5) 

 
 
Not Covered 

    

Anthem..+T-w 
 

Ledgemont Local Schools 
Blue Access® Option 21 with Rx Option B 
Effective 01/01/2011 
Please noli!: UJ we rccefw! additkmul  gulda11cC a11d clarification from the U.S. Department af Healtit and Human Sen•iccs, we may be required to make additfa11al changes 
ro your hcnqjiLr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i network in order to receive netw-o--rk- Jcvd benefits. 

Notes: 
·Flat dollar copayments ar<! excluded from the out-of-pocket limits. Also Prescription Dmg deductibles!copaymentslcoinsJII'ance and Non-nehi'Ork 
Human Organ and Tissue Transplants are excluded from the Dill-of-pocket limits. 

 
-------·- 

·Deductible(.\') appv only to co\'ered medical services listed with a percentage(%) coinsurance. f/OWt."\-'er.the deductible does nor apply ro Emergency 
Room Sen•ices@  Hospital where a percentage(%) coinsurance opplie.f and may not opply to some Behavioral !Jealtlt sen•ices where coinsurance 
applies. 
·Network and Non-nenmrk  deductibles, copayments, caimmram:e and cJUt-of-pocket ma:rimums arc separate and do not accmmllate toward each ather. 
·Dependent t1ge: to the end of the mo111h in which the child attains age 26. 
·Specialist copayment is applicable to all Specialists excluding General Physicians, Internist, Pediatricians, 08/GYN's and Geriatrics or any other 
Nenmrk Provider as allowed by rhe plan. 
· H1um ullergy injections are rendered with a Physicians Home and office visit, only the office visit cost share applies. 
·No copaymentlcoin.wrance meam no copaymellt!coinsurance up to the maximum allowable amount.0% means no coinsurance up ro the matimum 
allowable  a/11011111. Howe Fer, when clwosing a Non-network pro ·ider, the member is responsible for any balance due after the plan payment. 
· PCP is a Network Pro1•ider who is a practitioner that specializes in fami(v practice, general practice, internal medicine, pediatrics, 
obstetrics/gyner.:olugy, geriatrics  or any ather Network prm'ider as allowed by the plan. 
· SCP is a Nenvork PrrJl'icler. other than a Primary Care Physician, who provides senriccs within a designated specialty urea ofprucrice. 

Amhc111 ator. Crrn.1 nnd Blue Shi:!d i• t!.;ll":U!c. nom fCumm nil}' !mur.mcc Com[l"my 
Ao iml..""Ptt dcnllio::n= uflh:Dtu,Crou :m<l ll!u= S!lid<l Auu i.uio 

!n•c i.lrr.-d lll'llBlue Cro lllll<l IJJue Shield A.!><1cil1iun. 
Anthen1: J 41026 -Blue 5.0 Page: 2 
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APPENDIX D-3 
 

VISION PLAN 
Type of Service Traditional1 

Vision Examination $40 per calendar year 
Frames $60 every two years 

 
 

Lenses 

$60 Single Vision 
$70 Bifocals 
$100 Trifocals 
$70 Lenticular Single 
$90 Lenticular Bifocal 
$110 Lenticular Trifocal 

Contact Lenses $175 Pair if Medically Necessary 
$100 Pair Cosmetic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1   Choose any Provider 
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APPENDIX E 
 

GRIEVANCE FORM 
 

This  form  should  be  prepared  in  duplicate  and  signed  by  both  the  grievant  and  the 
principal/Superintendent; each shall retain a copy. 

 
GRIEVANT:    DATE OF FILING:    

 
ASSIGNMENT:    

 
DATE OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION, MISINTERPRETATION, OR MISAPPLICATION: 

 

 
 

STATEMENT OF GRIEVANCE (Please identify the nature of the violation, misinterpretation, 
or misapplication, and the specific provision(s) of the Negotiated Agreement that have been 
allegedly violated, misinterpreted, or misapplied):                                                                             

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RELIEF SOUGHT:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature of Grievant    

Received at Administration by: 

Level I    
Signature   Date 

 
Level II    

Signature   Date 
 

Level III    
Signature   Date 

 
* Authorized to Level III by Association 

 

 
 

Signature/Position Date 




