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ARTICLE I - RECOGNITION

A, Recognition Statement

The Newton Falls Exempted Village Board of Education, hereinafter referred to as
“Board,” hereby recognizes the Newton Falls Classroom Teachers’ Association,
hereinafter referred to as the “Union,” as the sole and exclusive representative for the
purpose of collective bargaining as defined in Chapter 4117 of the Ohio Revised Code for
the duration of this agreement.

B. Bargaining Unit Defined

1. The bargaining unit members represented by the Unjon shall be defined as
follows:

2. Inclusions: All full-time and part-time regularly employed professional unit
members including but not limited to teachers, guidance counselors, librarians,
nurses, tutors, and School/Community Liaison.

3. FExctusions:  All supervisory, management level and confidential employees,
casual, and seasonal employees, and student employees, as defined in ORC
4117.01, including, but not limited to Superintendent of Schools, principals, and
Board Treasurer.

4, Full-time unit members shall be defined as those employed for the equivalent of
five (5) teaching periods or more, and part-time for the equivalent of four (4)
teaching periods or less.

Any professionally certificated employee, either full-time or regularly scheduled part-
time, hired after the effective date of this contract, shall be included in the bargaining

unit,

C. Unit Member Rights

All members of the bargaining unit as described herein are entitled to all rights,
advantages, and privileges of this contract unless otherwise specified.

D. Barpaining Unit Work

All bargaining unit work will be performed by bargaining unit members.

In the event the Board is unable to fill a vacant position as defined in Article X of this
contract through the procedure set forth in Article X of this contract, then the Board may
exercise their options to fill the vacant position with any reasonable method they may
choose.
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E. Definitions

The terms listed below, when used in this agreement, shall be defined as follows:

L. Day — A calendar day.

2. Workday — Unless otherwise stated in this agreement, a workday is one of the one
hundred eighty-three (183) scheduled workdays unless school is cancelled or
otherwise closed for unit members on any such days.

3. NFCTA - The Newton Falls Classroom Teachers’ Association.

4. Board — The Board of Education of the Newton Falls School District.

5. Superintendent — The Superintendent of the Newton Falls Schoo] District or
designated representative.

6. Immediate Supervisor — The principal or person in a comparable administrative or
supervisory position responsible directly for the supervision and direction of a
unit member and to whom the unit member is directly responsible. An immediate
supervisor shall not be a person who is a member of the bargaining unit
represented by NFCTA.

7. Year — A year shall be defined as one hundred twenty (120) days of active service
and/or paid leave of absence.

F. Labor Management Committee

1. On the first Monday of each month or on another day each month that is mutually
agreeable and after the regularly scheduled school day, the Superintendent and up
to two (2) other individuals of his/her choice shall meet with the President and up
to two (2) other members of the NFCTA of his/her choice to discuss matters
pertaining to the implementation of the contract and matters pertaining to
representation of the bargaining unit. The NFCTA and/or the Superintendent
shall provide an agenda(s) in advance.

2. On the second Monday of each month or on another day each month that is
mutually agreeable, and after the regularly scheduled school day, the principal at
each building shall meet with the NFCTA Building Committee of no more than
three (3) to discuss building level problems or concems. The NFCTA and/or the
principal shall provide an agenda(s) in advance.

3. These meetings shall not be construed as negotiations under the provisions of
Article I of the master agreement.

(B
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ARTICLE 11 - NEGOTIATIONS PROCEDURES

A Negotiable Matters

Negotiable matters will be all matters pertaining to wages, hours, terms and conditions of
employment and the continvation, modification, or deletion of an existing provision of
this agreement.

B. Notice to Negotiate

Requests to open negotiations shall be in writing on the proper State Employment
Relations Board (SERB) form and either sent by certified mail or delivered in person to
the receiving party. Board requests shall be directed to the President of the Union, and
Union requests shall be directed to the Superintendent. A copy of said request shall be
filed with SERDB by the initiating party.

C. Meetings

Upon the written request of the Union or the Board made no sooner than one hundred
twenty (120) days before expiration of this agreement, the designated representatives
shall call for an initial meeting of the negotiating teams to take place no later than fifteen
(15) calendar days from initial written request. The purpose of this initial meeting will be
to exchange proposals and discuss agenda items. Thereafter, negotiation meetings shall
be held at such times and places as are agreed to by the members of the negotiating
teams. All meetings shall be closed to the press and public, and all meetings shall be
scheduled at reasonable intervals, places and times so as to avoid conflict and
interference with school and employment schedules.

I. The first bargaining session shall be held for the exchange of fully written
proposals 1o be negotiated and shall establish dates for future sessions.

2. Once packages are submitted by both parties, no new items shall be added during
the bargaining period unless mutually agreed to by the Union and the Board
bargaining teams.

3. All present language, unless deleted or modified, will be incorporated into a
successor agreement at such time a successor agreement 18 ratified and approved.

a
il

D. Negotiating Teams

The Board and the NFCTA each may have up 1o four (4) representatives and two (2)
observers at each negotiating meeting, Each party 1s free to select its own representatives
and observers provided that the Union’s team shall mot have more than one (1)
representative who is not a unit member, and the Board’s tearn shall not have more than
one (1) representative who 1s not an administrator, Board member or the Treasurer of the
Newton Falls Exempted Village School District.
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L. While no final agreement shall be executed without ratification by the NFCTA
and the Board, the parties will mutuatly pledge that their representatives will be
clothed with all necessary power and authority to make proposals, consider
proposals, and to make concessions in the course of negotiations. All negotiations
shall be conducted exclusively between the teams, and in executive session. In
addition to said teams, each party shalf be authorized to admit no more than two
(2) observers to each meeting. Such observers shall be without the right to speak
or communicate to either party.

2, The parties may call upon professional and lay consultants. Such consultants may
be used to the discretion of the negotiators. The expense of such consultants shall
be borne by the party requesting them,

E. While Negotiations are in Process

L. Progress Reports — Periodic written progress reports may be issued to the public
once impasse is declared.

2. Reporting — During the period of consideration interim reports of the progress
may be made to the union by its representatives and to the Board by its
representatives. Any information derived from such reports shall not be disclosed
to the general public.

3. Tape Recording — No tape recorders or mechanical recording devices shall be
permitted in any negotiating session.

4. Exchange of Information — Prior to and during negotiations the parties agree to
furnish, upon written request and within a reasonable tume, available information
in such form as it may exist concerning the financial status of the school district
and concerning other matters which are being negotiated.

5. Caucus — Upon the request of either party, the negotiation meeting shall be
recessed to permit the requesting party a reasonable period mutnally agreed upon
to caucus.

6. Length — Negotiation meetings shall not exceed two (2) hours in length, unless
extended by mutual agreement. '

F. Agreement

1. Tentative agreement on negotiation iterns shall be reduced to writing and mitiated
by the representatives of each party, but such initialing shall not be construed as
final agreement.

2. Final agreement reached through negotiations shall be reduced to writing and
submitted to bargaining unit members by the Union for approval, and all of the
NFCTA negotiators shall recommend and urge approval, Upon approval by the
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bargaining unit represented by the Union, the agreement shall be submitted to the
Board for approval and all of the Board’s negotiators shall recommend and urge
approval. If approved by both parties, the agreement shall be signed on behalf of
the parties and shall be adopted in resolution form as the mutual contract of the
Board and the Union.

G. Disagreement

1. Mediation — In the event that agreement is not reached in forty-five (45) calendar
days from the first bargaining session on a matter or matters being negotiated,
either party may request that the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service
provide a mediator to facilitate bargaining. If mediation does not result in the
parties reaching agreement, the Association may exercise its rights as established
in Ohio Revised Code 4117.

2. Cost of Mediation — The cost of mediation, if any, shall be shared equally by the
Board and the Association,

ARTICLE III - GENERAJL PROVISIONS

A. Unit Member Fair Dismissal

1. No unit member shall be disciplined, reprimanded, reduced in rank or
compensation, suspended, demoted, or transferred, without just cause and
compliance with applicable provisions of this contract. No unit member shall be
deprived of any professional advantage without good cavse. A unit member may
be terminated, in keeping with the provisions of ORC 3319.16, for good and just
cause,

o)

Discipline Other Than Termination

In lieu of the procedures set forth below, the Supenintendent and Association
President may meet to discuss the allegations against the employee and agree on a
different procedure for investigating and imposing discipline. Such agreement
shall not create a binding precedent for future discipline.

Prior to discipline being imposed, the employee shall receive written notice
directing the employee to attend a meeting to discuss the possible discipline.

An administrator may remind a unit member of the Board’s policies,
adminjstrative regulations, the provisions of this agreement, and/or state/federal
law without implementing any of the disciplinary provisions herein.

a. Verbal Warning: A verbal warning may be memorialized 1n writing and
placed in the employee’s personnel file. The document shall indicate that
1t represents a verbal waming.
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b.  Written Reprimand: A written reprimand will indicate that it is a written
reprimand and state the conduct for which the employee is being
disciplined.

C. sSuspension:

(1} The Superintendent may suspend an employee without pay for up
to ten (10) work days.

(2) In the case of suspension of ten (10) work days or less, the
Superintendent shall provide a written notice including the
reason(s) and effective date(s) of suspension.

d. If any prievance is filed because of a suspension without pay, it shall be
initiated at Step 1II of the grievance procedure within ten (10} working
days of the date of the notice from the Superintendent. Failure to initiate
at Step IIT within ten (10) working days shall result in a waiver of the right
of the employee 10 appeal the suspension. All other grievances of
disciplinary action shall be filed at the leve] of the administrator issuing
the disciplinary action.

3. The unit member being disciplined shall have the right to request representation at
any meeting/hearing associated with the discipline.

4. Any verbal warning memorialized in writing, letter of reprimand or notice of
suspension must be given to the unit member prior to placement in the umit
member’s file, The unit member will be given the opportunity to sign the
document attesting that he/she has had the opportunity to read it but not attesting
to ity accuracy. If the unit member does not sign the document, the NFCTA
building representative shall.

5. Omne copy of any such document will be given to the charged unit member. One
copy will be placed in his’her file and one copy shall be given to the NFCTA
grievance chair.

B. Personne] Files

1. The Board shall maintain an official personnec! file for all members of the
bargaining unit in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code, Chapters 1347 and
149.

2. Such file shall contain the following:

a. Application

b. College Transcripts and Credentials
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c. Certificates

d. Letters of Recommendation

e. Evaluations

f. Medical Information When Necessary

£ Other relevant and pertinent information to include: letters of

recommendation/valor, reprimands and emergency phone numbers.

3. If a member files a request pursuant to the Revised Code disputing the accuracy,
relevance, timeliness or completeness of information in such file, any grievance
then in progress concerning the accuracy, relevance, timeliness or completeness
of the same information shall be held in abeyance until a determination of the
request has been made.

4. The personnel file shall be maintained in a $secure and private area.

Members of the Administration and Board authorized to use the personnel files
shall be limited to those Administrators and Board who have responsibilities
directly related to the unit member concerned.

3. Unit members shall be given written notice when materials are placed in such file.
Notice shall not be required when such material 1s submitted by the unit member
or the materials are required to be placed in the file by law or regulation.

Such inclusions shall be dated and initialed by the Adminisirator placing
information in the file. Letters of reference and recommendations shall not be
retained in the personnel files or maintained by the Board for more than one (1)
year,

6. Bargaining unit members shall have the right to examine their personnel file upon
reasonable request and shall be entitled to a copy of any item contained therein.

7. A representative of a unit member shall be given acceéss to the personne] file of
said member, upon presentation of written authorization from the unit member,
utilizing an administrative form to be maintained by the Superiniendent, including
the signature of said unit member.

8. At the discretion of the Superintendent, the review of such file shall be in the
presence of the Superintendent or his/her designee.

9. Whenever an item is to be placed in a bargaiming unit member’s file, he/she shall
have the right to examine the item, and shall have the right to place a response or
rebuttal to the item in the file.
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It shall be the responsibility of the administrator making an adverse inclusion to a
unit member’s personnel file to advise the affected unit member of appropriate
corrective action to be taken.

The affected unit member shall have the right to reply by written statement to any
adverse inclusion to the unit member’s personnel file. This written statement
shall be attached to the filed copy.

10.  No anonymous materials shall be placed in any bargaining unit member’s file.

11.  No material shall be removed from the file except wpon order of a court of
competent jurisdiction, an award of an arbitrator, or the mutual agreement of the
unit member and the Superintendent or his/her designee.

12.  Costs for copies or items in the unit member’s file requested by or on behalf of
the unit member shall be paid by the unit member,

13.  Whenever anyone requests to see the personnel file of a unit member, other than
appropriate school officials or their representatives, the following procedures shall
be followed:

a. The administrator in charge of the proper maintenance of the personnel
files shall not permit the files to be seen except in accordance with O.R.C,
§149.43 and Chapter 1347 of the Ohio Revised Code. For this purpose,
the administrator shall take measures allowed by law to redact protected
information, and to insure compliance with the law before releasing file
information.

b. The Admimstrator shall attempt to give a hand delivered written notice or
e-mail to the unit members on the same day as his/her personnel file is
viewed by anyone, except school officials or their representatives.

C. Non-Discrimination

The Board shall administer its prerogatives without regard to race, color, creed, national
origin, sex, marital status, age, academic assignment or membership or non-membership
in the Union or other association.

D. No Reprisals

No reprisals shall be taken against a unit member by reason of their utilization of any
procedure or activity provided for herein,
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E.  UseofPhones

. All unit members have the right fo reasonable use of the scheol telephone for both
personal and schoo] business calls. They shall reimburse the school for the cost of any
personal toll calls. Cell phones shall not be tumed on during times when instructing or
supervising students. On field trips, cell phones may be turned on at all times. However,
while on field trips, cell phones may be used only when necessary to deal with district
business or an employee’s personal family emergency.

F. Duty-Free Lunch Period and Use of Free/Unassigned Time

Unit members may leave the building during duty-free lunch periods and at other
unassigned times upon signing out at the unit member’s appropriate office. A teacher
may leave the building during planning time to perform professional tasks/duties. A
teacher may not leave the building during planning time for personal matters, including
but not limited to personal business or activities. The unit member must leave a place or
phone number at which he/she can be reached if necessary. Whenever such unassigned
time is at the end of the school day, the unit member must return to his/her building to
sign in, indicating that he/she returned at or before regular dismissal time. The staff is
encouraged to use the unassigned time for such things as discussions with parents and/or
students, meetings with colleagues when scheduling permits.

G. Classroom Discipline

The Administration recognizes and accepts its responsibility to give all reasonable
support and assistance to unit members with respect to the maintenance of control and
discipline in the classroom. However, the bargaining unit realizes that they too share
equally in this responsibility and acknowledge that if there is not discipline within our
schools that education cannot take place. In keeping with this philosophy, both parties
agree that discipline procedures will be carried out pursuant to Sections 3319.41 and
3313.66 of the Ohio Revised Code.

ARTICLE IV — UNION FINANCIAL SECURITY

A. Service Fee

I. In recognition of the Union’s services to the bargaining unit, all members of the
bargaining unit shall either be members of the Union or share in the financial
support of the Union by paying to the Union a service fee equivalent to the
amount of dues uniformly required of members of the Union. Bargaining unit
members may either pay directly to the Union or by dues deduction made
pursuant to a properly executed Payroll Deduction Authorization form delivered
to the School Board. The payment of dues or a service fee Is not a condition of
employment; however, in this event, the bargaining unit member may be subject
to a civil action by the Umon for damages of said service fee.
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2. To be included in all individual unit members’ contracts executed after the
effective date of this agreement:

This contract is entered into by you and the School Board and is subject to the
provisions of the Constitution and the Ohio Revised Code; applicable regulations
of various state agencies, rules, regulations, and policies accepted by the School
Board and, under its authority, administrative regulations and applicable
provisions of the contract between the School Board and the Union. “The Master
Contract negotiated between the Union and the Board is herein incorporated by
reference. Any argument or dispute will be settled by the provisions established
in the Master Contract or by provisions provided by law.”

B.  Union Dues
The Board agrees to deduct Union dues from the wages of unit members upon
presentation to the Board of a written authorization individually executed by the unit

members desiring the deduction. Dues are to be paid consistent with current practice.

C. Indemnification

The Association shall indemnify the Newton Falls Schools, the Board of Education,
Treasurer, their agents and assigns, and hold them harmless against any and all claims,
demands, suits, or other forms of liability, including legal fees and expenses, that may
arise out of or by reason of action taken by the Newton Falls Schools for the purpose of
complying with any of the provisions of this Article, or in reliance on any lists, notices of
assignments fornished under any of such provisions.

ARTICLE V — GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

A.  General Provisions
5. A grievance is a complaint involving the alleged violation, misinterpretation or
misapplication of the negotiated agreement between the Association and the
Board.
2. A grievant 1s a unit member or group of unit members in the bargaining unit or

the Association alleging a violation, misinterpretation or misapplication of the
negotiated agreement. A grievance alleged by a group, class action, which has
arisen out of circumstances affecting each member of said group, may be filed by
the Association.

3. A day shall be defined as a regularly scheduled workday, Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, program closing days, shut down days, and weekends.

4. If the grievant does not file a grievance within twenty (20) days of the date on
which the grievant knew or should have known of the occurrence of the act or

10
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condition on which the grievance is based, then the grievance shall be considered
waived.

5. Any grievance not appealed from the written disposition of the Board’s
representatives in any of the steps of the grievance procedure within the times and
in the manner specified herein shall be considered as having been accepted by the
unit member and the Association on the basis of the disposition Jast made and
shall not be eligible for further appeal.

6. If any representative of the Board fails to meet the time requirements in any of the
steps of the grievance procedure as specified herein, then the grievance is

automatically forwarded to the next step in the grievance procedure.

7. Time limits within this provision shall be considered a maximum unless mutual
written agreement to extension by the parties is made.

8. At each formal level, either party may have representation of his/her choice.

RB. Informal Procedure

Any grievance shall be discussed between the grievant’s appropriate supervisor, the
grievant and a Union representative, before it is filed in writing in order to seek a
mutually agreeable and/or equitable solution to the grievance.

For the purpose of the grievance procedure, “appropriate supervisor” shall be defined as
the lowest level administrator having the authority to resolve the grievance.

C. Formal Procedure

Step I If the grievance is not resolved within ten (10) working days after the
informal level step above, the grievant must submit a formal grievance
form with a written explanation of the grievance, citing the specific relief
sought to the appropriate supervisor. Within ten (10) working days after
receipt of the form, the appropriate supervisor shall meet with the
grievant. The appropnate supervisor shall write a disposition of the
grievance and retummn a copy to the grievant, the Association/designee, and
the Superintendent/designee within ten (10) working days after such
meeting.

Step 11 If the grievant is not satisfied with the written disposition at Step [, the
grievant may appeal the grievance by scheduling a meeting with the
Superintendent/designee within ten (10) working days after receipt of the
Step I written disposition by submitting a grievance report form which
shall include a written explanation of the grievance citing the specific
section of the contract that has been violated and the relief sought. The
meeting will be held within ten (10} working days of the
Superintendent/designee’s receipt of the appeal from Step 1 The

11
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Supenntendent/designee shall write a disposition of the grievance within
ten (10) working days after such meeting and return a copy to the grievant,
appropriate supervisor, President of the Board of Education, and the
Association/designee.

Step 11 If the grievant is not satisfied with the Superintendent/designee’s decision,
he/she may appeal to the Board of Education. The written notice of appeal
shall be filed with the Treasurer of the Board of Education not later than
ten (10) working days after receipt of the Supenntendent/designee’s
decision. Included in the grievant’s appeal will be the formal grievance
descniption and the relief sought. The Board of Education will meet with
the grievant in executive session unless required otherwise by law at the
next regularly scheduled Board meeting, umless the next regularly
scheduled Board meeting is within five (5) days of the date of the appeal
of the grievance to the Board level. In such case, the appeal will be heard
at the second regular meeting of the Board following the date of the appeal
of the grievance to the Board level. However, by mutual agreement, the
parties may have the appeal heard at the Board meeting held within the
five (5) days after the date of the appeal of the grievance to the Board
level. Within ten (10) working days after hearing the grievance, the Board
of Education will issue a written decision to the grievant, the
Association/designee, Superintendent/designee, and the appropriate
supervisor involved.

Step 1V Binding Arbitration

1, If the grievant is not satisfied with the disposition rendered by the
Superintendent/designee in Step 11, and the disposition rendered by
the Board in Step III, then the Association may appeal the
gnevance to binding arbitration by submitting a request for
arbitration to the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service
(FMCS) within ten (10) working days of the Board’s response.
The request for arbitration shall specify the act or condition upon
which the grievance is based, the names and addresses of the
parties to this agreement, and a copy of the grievance as filed, the
relief sought, and the disposition(s) to date to the gricvance.

IR

Copies of the request for arbitration will be mailed to the FMCS
and the Superintendent/designee or hand delivered with date of
receipt noted.

3. The arbitrator shall be selected from a list supplied by the FMCS.
The arbitrator shall be selected using the alternate strike procedure.
Either party may request a second list. Al other procedures
relative to arbitration shall be according to the Voluntary Rules and
Regulations of the FMCS.

12
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4, The arbitrator shall conduct the necessary hearing(s) and issue the
decision within the time limit agreed to by the arbitrator in
accordance with the rules and regulations of the FMCS. The
decision of the arbitrator will be binding on all parties.

5. The arbitrator shall have no power to add to, subtract from,
disregard, alter, or modify any terms of the written provisions of
the agreement, nor shall he/she make any decisions contrary to
law,

6. The costs of the arbitrator shall be paid by the losing party or as
directed by the arbitrator in a split decision. Each party shall bear
the full cost for its representation in the arbitration proceedings.

D. Other Procedural Terms

1. Copies of documents, communications, and records pertaining to a grievance shall
be placed in the confidential file of the Treasurer of the Board and President of
the Association and shall not become a part of the unit member’s personnel file
other than the action taken as a result of the decision and award of the arbitrator.

)

Unit members shall have the right to process a grievance and be assured freedom
from restraint, intexference, coercion, discrimination or reprisal in presenting
his’her appeal.

3. Meetings and hearings held under this procedure shall be conducted at a time and
place which will afford a fair and reasonable opportunity for all persons entitled
to be present to attend.

4. All parties at interest shall be permitted to attend a grievance meeting or
arbitration hearing with no loss of pay or benefits.

5. Transcripts — Should either party desire a transcript of the proceedings, that party
shall bear the full cost for that transcript. Should both parties request a transcript,
then the costs for the transcripts shall be divided equally between the parties.

6. A grievance shall be filed only by the grievant, which may be an individual unit
member, a class of unit members, or the Association. Grievances arising out of
the same or similar circumstances affecting more than one (1) unit member may
be filed as a class action grievance.

7. Any time Hmits specified herein may be shortened or extended by written
agreement of the parties.

8. When the stipulated time lirmts are not met by the administration, the grievant
shall have the right to appeal the grievance to the next level of this procedure.

13
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9. If the grievance arises from the actions of an authority other than the appropriate
supervisor or is concerned with system wide practices in violation of this
agreement, it may be submitted at Step II of this procedure.

10.  Upon appeal, all documents and records accumulated at each level will be
forwarded for consideration at the next higher level.

11. The adminstration and the grievant shall furnish such relevant and specified
available information as is requested and necessary by either party for the
processing of a grievance.

12.  Hearings held under this procedure shall be conducted at a time and place which
will afford a fair and reasonable opportunity for all persons, including witnesses,
entitled to be present to attend,

13.  The gnevant shall have the right to an Association representative at all Steps. To
the extent practical, hearings will be scheduled to avoid conflict with work
schedules. Arbitration hearings shall be held at a mutually agreed time and place.
If attendance is required, unit members will not be docked.

E. No Reprigal

No reprisals of any kind shall be taken against any party or any member of the bargaining
unit for having utilized histher rights under this grievance procedure. Similarly, no
member of the bargaining unit shall be subjected to any harassment or discipline on
account of testimony offered during the course of any stage of the grievance procedure.

F. Rights to Representation

Both parties have the right to legal counsel at all levels of the procedure beginning at Step
I1 at the party’s own expense.

ARTICLE VI - UNION RIGHTS

A.  The School District will make available facilities of the School District for meeting
purposes to the Union. No fees will be charged for such use unless custodial overtime is
incurred as part of facility use. Union meetings should not interfere with the performance
of the professional duties assigned staff members of the School Distriet.

B. Duly authorized representatives of the Union shall be free to visit all buildings for Union
business in accordance with established school procedures.

C. The Union shall be entitled to:

1. The use of bulletin boards used for staff information to the exclusion of any other
rival union or employee organization.

14
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2 Time at the end of each faculty mecting for Union announcements and Union
iterns,

3. Distribution of bulletins to unit members according fo normal school
procedure(s).

4, The apenda of the Board of Education (two (2) copies), minutes of each Board of
Education official meeting (one (1) copy), and monthly and year-to-date financial
reports.

5. One (1) copy of all documents prepared by the Board or received by the Board
from State or Federal Agencies regarding finances, instructional programs,
staffing, or as otherwise may relate to benefits and conditions of employment of
bargaining unit members, that are matters of public record when requested.

6. An opportunity to make a presentation to the Board.

7. The use of mailboxes fo the exclusion of any other rival union or employee
organization,

8. The use of equipment located within the building for Union business provided

that such use does not conflict with school business. All consumable materials
used with the equipment shall be provided by the Union. Any cost for repairs
which result fiom the Union’s use will be paid by the Union.

9. A copy of current Board policy to be provided at no cost to the Union. It shall be
the responsibility of the Union President to maintain said policy book as policies
are revised and new ones developed.

D. Dues Peductions

1. Deduction of yearly Union dues and/or fees shall be authorized for payroll
deduction to the Treasurer of the school by the unit members for the following:

a. Local Association and its affiliates.
b. Annuities,
C. Credit Union.

d. COPE, according to ORC 3313.262.

e. United Way.

13
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2. No later than October S, annually, a list of the bargaining unit members
requesting standard payroll deductions or continuous payroll deductions for
membership in the Union shall be submitted to the Treasurer.

3. The President of the Union, shall by September annually, certify to the Treasurer
of the Board, the amount of annual dues deduction for the ensuing school year,

4. Dues deductions shall be made in equal payments beginning in November and
ending in the last pay of June annually.

5. The Board agrees to honor continuous dues deduction authonizations execuied in
accord with this Article. Such authorization may be revoked only in writing, with
such revocation received by the Office of the Treasurer during the period of
September 1 through September 15 each year,

6. All monies from union memberships shall be remitted to the Union’s Treasurer in
a timely manner.

ARTICLE VII - MANAGEMENT RIGHTS

The Board of Education of the Newton Falls Exempted Village Schools reserves unto itself,
without limitation, all rights not restricted by the specific written terms of this contract.

B.

ARTICLE VIII - LEAVES OF ABSENCE

General

Leaves of absence shall be granted in accordance with the following provisions. If the
provisions, hereinafter, provide a unit member with more than one (1) option as to which
leave may be used, the unit member may apply for and may be granted the leave which is
most beneficial to his/her circumstances.

Unpaid Leave of Absence or Illness Disability

1. All unit members may be entitled to an unpaid leave of absence for one (1)
calendar year upon request. The Board shall grant the leave upon recommendation
of the Superintendent. An unpaid leave for iliness or other disability, that is
verified by & physician will be approved for the duration requested, in accordance
with O.R.C. §3319.13.

2. Any unit member on unpaid leave of absence shall be permitted to participate in.
the group insurance programs by reimbursing the Board for premium costs.
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3 The Roard may require that the unpaid leave expire at the end of a school year or
a semester, and may grant an extension of the original leave of up to one (1)
additional school year.

4, All unit members on unpaid leave of absence must submit to the Superintendent,
in writing, their intentions regarding their retum to work no later than one (1)
maonth prior to the date their leave expires. Failure to do so will result in the unit
member’s forfeiture of the right to return to his/her position.

5. Employment of a teacher because of a leave of absence shall automatically
terminate upon the retum to duty of the unit member whom he/she were
employed to replace, or at the end of the school year in which he/she was
employed, whichever comes first. Such termination is automatic, without the
need for any further notice or action by .the Board. The provisions in this
agreement relating to evaluation and non-renewal do not apply to such teachers.
The provisions of Ohio Revised Code 3319.11 and 3319.111 do not apply to such
teacher.

C.  Sick Leave

1. Unit members unable to work due to personal illness, pregnancy, injury, exposure
to contagious disease which could be communicated to others, and for absence
due to illness or injury in the immediate family, shall be granted sick leave in
compliance with Section 3319.141 of the Ohio Revised Code, Sick leave shall
also be granted due to the death of members of the family not covered by
Bereavement Leave, Article VI, Section G., but covered under Article VIII, Sick
Leave, 3. Immediate Family.

2. Annual Allowance — All unit members new to the profession in the Newton Falls
Schools shall be granted five (5) sick leave days as of the first official day of the
school year. Each unit member is entitled to fifteen (15) days of sick leave per
year, accumulated at the rate of one and one-fourth (1-1/4) days for each
completed month of the year.

3. Immediate Family ~ The immediate fanuly of a unit member shall include spouss,
brother, sister, child, father, mother, father-in-law, mother-in-law, foster parents,
foster children, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, grandparents, grandchildren, brother-
in-law, sister-in-law, family members living in the same household, and person
for whom the unit member has primary responsibility.

4, Accumulated Sick Leave — The maximum number of sick leave days shall be 308
days.
5. In the event that unit members exhaust their sick leave accumulation and are still

unable to work, the Board shall grant an unpaid leave of absence up to two (2)
years in duration. The unit member, however, could not retum until the beginning
of the next full semester following their recovery.
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6. Each full-time unit member who does not use sick leave, deduct days, or personal
leave days during any of the specified periods of time below shall receive a
perfect attendance incentive payment as follows

1** Grading Period $100.00
2™ Grading Period $100.00
3" Grading Period $100.00
4™ Grading Period $100.00

All payments shall be paid on the second regularly scheduled pay date in June.

7. If the Superintendent suspects falsification or a pattemn or practice of abuse, the
Superintendent shall discuss his/her concerns with the Association President, who
will be given the opportunity to discuss the issue with the Bargaining Unit
Member. If the Association President declines to discuss the matter with the
Bargaining Unit Member, or if after the discussion, the Superintendent continues
to suspect falsification or a pattern or practice of abuse, if requested by the
Superintendent or designee, the Bargaining Unit Member shall be required to
firnish 'a signed written statement stating the reason for the use of sick leave
including the name and address of the attending physician, if any.

D. Family Medical Leave

A bargaining unit member shall have the right to family and medical leave in accordance
with federal law.

For the purpose of family and medical leave, the twelve (12) weeks as allowed under the
law shell commence for each individual unit member with the first day of use by the unit
member.

A unit member who wishes to use family and medical leave shall notify the
administration, in writing, in advance. When advance notice is not practical, the unit
member shall notify the administration as soon as possible. Such notification shall not be
unreasonably delayed.

E. Jury Duty/Court Leave

Unit members shall be granted court or jury duty leave during normal working hours,
provided, however, that they are served with a lawfully issued subpoena for such court or
jury duty. There shall be no financial penalty attached to such service in any way, except
that it be the understanding that whatever amount is eamed in such capacity be returned
to the Board, and that such umit members be paid their regular salary by the Board.
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F. Personal Leave

1. Members of the bargaining unit shall be entitled to three (3) days of unrestricted
personal leave.

2. Requests for personal leave shall be made on the prescribed form. Except in
emergencies, requests shall be subimtted to the Superintendent/designee not later
than three (3) days prior to requested date of use. The prescribed form shall
require the unit member to certify by signature that the leave was used in
accordance with this procedure. :

3. Personal leave shall be granted in one-half (1/2) or one (1} day increments only.

4, Personal leave shall not be granted on the day before or the day after
Thanksgiving or Christmas break, or the Friday before or the day after Memorial
Day, or during parent conferences, except when such absence is not under the unit
member’s contro! as reasonably determined by the Superintendent. Personal
leave shall also not be used to work another paying job, including self-
employment. During the month of May and June, no more than three (3) unit
members may be on personal leave per day in grades 7-12, and no more than three
(3) per day in grades K-6, unless the restriction is waived by the Superintendent.

5. Unit members with less than 200 accumulated unused sick leave days shall have
any-unused personal leave days added to their sick leave accumulation in June
after the last day of work for the individual teacher.

QG. Bereavement Ieave

Members of the bargaining unit shall be granted up to three (3) days of bereavement
leave for a member of the unit member’s immediate family. Immediate family shall be
defined as follows: spouse, son, daughter, stepson, stepdaughter, father, mother, brother,
sister, parent-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, grandparents, grandchildren, and
person with whom the unit member makes his/her home. One (1) of the bereavement
days must be for the purpose of attending the funeral, Personal days shall be required for
bereavement for deaths of others, not included in the immediate family list above, and not
covered under Article VIII, Sick Leave 3.

An obituary notice may be required.

H. Matemnity/ Adoption/Paternity [ eave

Any unit member who is pregnant may elect to use her accumulated sick leave and/or
maternity leave without pay upon written request. Maternity or adoption leave shall be
granted upon written request of the unit member under the following conditions:

1. Requests for matemity or adoption leave shall be filed with the Superintendent’s
office at least eight (8) weeks prior to the beginning of the requested leave.

19



10-08-"15 15:28 FROM- Newton Falls Boardbd 3308723351 T-8468 P0026/0069 F-465

2. Leave shall extend through the remainder of the school contract year in which
delivery occurs (or for a shorter period at the request of the unit member); and
upon request of the unit member, lcave may be extended for an additional school

year.

3. Requests for reinstatement shall be directed to the Superintendent’s office not
later than one month prior to the date on which the unit member elects to retumn.

4, Upon return to work, the unit member shall be assigned the position held
immediately prior to the start of the leave.

5. Paternity leave without pay shall be granted at the request of a unit member who
has fathered or adopted a child in accordance with the above provisions.

6. While on leave, the unit member shall be subject to the provisions of Article XII,
Reduction in Force.

I Unit Member Injury Leave (While at Work)

1. It is fully undexstood that a unit member injured in the course of employment as a
member of the Workers’ Compensation Fund has a right to file a claim with the
State for reimbursement of hospital and doctor bills and will be properly and
prompfly assisted by a member of the administrative staff.

2. A unit member temporarily disabled as a result of physical injury shall be
returned to the same position as held at the time of the incident, or shall be
transferred to the first available teaching position carrying equivalent pay and
equivalent professional duties for which the unit member is certified, if the unit
member 5o desires.

1. Assault Leave

L It is fully understood that a unit member attacked in the course of employment as
a member of the Workers’ Compensation Fund has a right to filc a claim with the
State for reimbursement of hospital and doctor bills and will be properly and
promptly assisted by a member of the administrative staff.

2. A unit member injured by assault and/or battery while performing school duties,
or on school premises during the school day, shall be compensated at his/her
regular rate of salary without forfeiture of accumulated sick leave. The salary
shall be reduced by the amount of Workers’ Compensation received by the unit
member. This provision shall be in effect for one (1} year and only if the unit
member $0 injured presents proper written proof to the Superintendent that he/she
is under the care of a physician for such injury. In the event the Board requires
further proof, the Board may have the unit member examined at the Board’s
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expense by a physician of the Board’s choice. If the medical reports substantially
differ, the question of continued salary may be submitted for arbitration.

3. If court action results, said unit member shall be granted leave of his/her
professional duties with no loss of pay for the necessary time in court.

4, A unit member temporarily disabled as a result of physical assault shall be
returned to the same position as held at the time of the incident.

5. While on leave, the unit member shall be subject to the provisions of Article XII,
Reduction in Force.

K. Sabbatical Leave

1. The Board, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, shall
grant a sabbatical leave to qualified personnel for the purpose of study, travel and
such other purposes as may be approved by the Board. A unit member on
sabbatical leave shall receive the scheduled increments and/or adjustments in
salary the same as he/she would have received were he/she occupying his‘her
regular assignment. The leave shall not exceed two (2) semesters. The number of
persons given sabbatical Jeave in any year shall not exceed two percent (2%) of
the total momber of unit members.

2. The Board shall make all necessary contributions to the S.T.R.S. that are required
to grant the unit member on sabbatical leave a complete (1 year) vear of service
credit for the year in which the unit member was on leave.

L. Professional Growth Leave

Professional leave is any absence from duty for the purpose of:

L. Attending a professional meeting, workshop, or clinic;

2. Observing an educational program, exhibit, performance or process;

3. Participating in an educational study, discussion or conference which could be
expected to improve the competence of the unit member in his/her assigned area
of work; or

4, Rendering a service to the School District through application of the knowledge

gained through professional growth leave.
5. Attendance at clinics shall be only upon the approval of the Superintendent.
Unit members may be granted leave with pay to attend such functions subject to Board

approval and the availability of funds. Reimbursement for expenses incurred shall be at
the Board’s discretion. '
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The lack of such money available for reimbursement shall not prevent a unit member
from participating in professional growth leave if he/she agrees, in advance, that there
will be no reimbursement for expenses.

It is understood that when unit members are required to attend such meetings as part of
histher job duties, such days shall not be considered as part of the professional growth

leave.

Expenses incurred for attendance at professional growth programs as provided by a grant
shall be paid for from grant funds, Expenses incurred for attendance at meetings,
workshops, events, etc., which are related to athletics, shall be paid for from the athletic
fund. Reimbursement of expenses for attendance at such grant or athletic related
programs shall depend upon the availability of such grant or athletic funds.

Requests for such leave must be made in writing to the Supenntendent at least five (5)
days before the Board meeting immediately preceding the date of the leave, whenever
possible.

M. Benefits While on Leave

No benefits that incur an expense to the Board will be granted to a unit member while on
a leave of absence without pay except as otherwise provided in the contract. Unit
members on approved leave of absence without pay may continue insurance benefits
included in this contract provided that the approved group benefit premium is made to the
Treasurer during the first fufl week of each month.

N. Association Leave

The NFCTA is granted leave for its delegates to attend meetings and conventions of the
OFT, AFT, and AFL-CIO. The NFCTA shall be responsible for the pay of all substitute
teachers and for each delegate’s expenses. Notice shall be given to the building principal
at least one (1)} month in advance of the convention. The NFCTA wishes to have
representation from each building and will attempt to select representatives in that
fashion. A maximum of two (2) delegates may use three (3) workdays per school year.
Any additional delegates thereafter may use a maximum of two (2) workdays per school
year.

ARTICLE IX — SENIORITY

A, Seniority Defined

Seniority shall mean the length of continuous employment in the NFCTA bargaining unit
posttion as follows:
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1. Seniority shall begin to accrue from the date of the Board meeting at which the
unit member was hircd.

2. Seniority shall accrue for the entire time a unit member is on active pay status or
is receiving Workers’ Compensation benefits.

3. Time spent on inactive pay status (unpaid leave) shall not contribute to the accrual
of seniority but shall not constitute a break in senionty.

4. Full-time unit members shall accrue one (1) year of seniority for each year
worked as determined by the full-time standard as defined by this contract in
Article I, Sections B. and E.

5. Part-time unit members shall accrue sentority pro-rated against the minimal fuil-
time standard as defined by this contract in Article [, Sections B. and E. (e.g., two
(2) half-time years equal one (1) full year.)

6. No unit member shall accrue more than one (1) year of seniority in any work year.

B. Seniority Tie Breakers

1. A tie in seniority shall oceur when two (2) or more unit members have the same
amount of seniority credit as determined by the seniority list.

2. Ties in seniority shall be broken by the following method to determine the most
senior unit member. If two (2) or more unit members have the same length of
continuous service, seniority will be determined by:

a. the date of the Board meeting at which the unit member was hired, and
then by;

b. the date the unit member signed his/her initial employment contract in the
District, and then by, :

c. any remaining ties will be broken by lottery, with the most senior unit

member being the one whose name is drawn first, etc. This procedure
shall be implemented in the presence of a designated union representative,

C. Loss of Seniority

Seniority shall be lost when a unit member retires or resigns; is discharged for cause; or
otherwise leaves the employment of the Board.

Any bargaining unit member who makes the choice to enter a non-bargaining unit

position may re-enter the bargaining unit with no loss of seniority. However, such unit
member shall not accrue additional seniority while in the non-bargaining unit position.
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Such individual shall, upon retum to the bargaiming unit, be placed on the Reduction in
Force recall list.

D. Seniomnty List

The Board will provide to the NFCTA President a copy of the seniority list no later than
November 1% of each year, which shall be the posting date.

The Board shall prepare a sepiority list indicating, (by area of certification, license, or
entry-level requirement) the date of employer resolution to hire, and the contract status
(limited or continuing) of each unit member. Said list shall be provided to the Union
President on or before the date of posting,

The names of unit members on the seniority list shall appear in seniority rank order
within areas of certification, license or entry-level requirement, with the name of the most
senior unit member appearing at the top of the listing and the name of the least senior unit
member appearing at the bottom of the listing.

The names of unit members who are certified, licensed, or otherwise mimmally qualified
in more than one (1) area shall be included on the listing for all areas of certification,
license, or entry-level requirement.

The names of part-time unit members shall appear on the seniority list but shall be listed
separately from the names of full-time unit members.

E. Cortection and Changes

Corrections shall be reported to the Superintendent within thirty (30) days after the
posting. The Superintendent shall post a revised list within sixty (60) days after the
original posting.

Changes in certification shall be effective upon the unit member filing proper
verification. Ifthis occurs beyond thirty (30) days after the initial posting of the seniority
list, it may not appear on the posted seniority list, but will be the certification status of
record and shall apply to all matters mvolving seniority.

Changes in contract status (receiving a continuing contract) shall be effective upon the
unit member fulfilling statutory requirements. If this occurs beyond thirty (30) days after
the initial posting, it may not be on the posted list, but will be the contract status of record
and sheall apply to all matters involving seniority.

Notification of corrections beyond the thirty (30) days after the initial posting of the

seniority list, may not appear on the posted seniority list but will be the status of record
and shall apply to all matters involving seniority.
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F. Unit Member Information

The names, addresses, and building assignments of all new unit members shall be given
to the NFCTA President as this information becomes available, All new unit members
hired after November 1¥ may not appear on the initial seniority list, but will be added to
any subsequent list.

ARTICLE X - EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES

A. Notification of Assignment

1. No unit member shall be assigned to a teaching position for which he/she is not
properly licensed/certificated.

2. A unit member’s professional assipnment shall contain the unit member’s
building and subject assignment(s) on the secondary level, and the building and
grade level on the elementary level. Such notification shall be made no later than
June 1¥, Assignments can be changed from the previous year in accordance with
the “transfers” section of this article.

3. When scheduling procedures make it necessary for a change to occur in a unit
member’s schedule, the assignment shall be given to the unit member with the
least amount of seniority who is properly licensed/certificated.

4, Schedules of members of the unit who are assigned to more than one (1) building
will be arranged s0 as to allow ample travel time and time to take care of clean-up
in one building and set-op in the next building,

B. Vacancy

I. A vacancy is defined as any open position (instructional, and/or supplemental)
which may be filled by a member of the bargaining unit and that the
Superintendent intends to fill. No vacancy shall be permanently filled by a person
outside the existing bargaining unit (on a full-time basis) until a reasonable effort
is made to fill the position from within the existing bargaining unit. Any interest
of the Superintendent not to fill a vacancy shall be discussed collaboratively with
the NFCTA.

2. Posting of Vacancy — Upon occurrence of a job vacancy or new position, a notice
of such position along with its certification requirements will be posted in each
building. During vacation periods, such notice shall be sent by e-mail to each unit
member. At the start of each year, the administration shall circulate a sign-up list
for teachers to checkmark whether they want posting notices by e-mail or regular
mail. The notice shall clearty set forth the following:
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~

Description of job.
Procedures for application.

l. In order to provide unit members with an opportunity to apply for
vacancies or new positions, current unit members shall have five
(5) woiking days from the date of notice to apply for vacancies
occurring during the regular school year, and August, and two (2)
weeks to apply for vacancies occurring in the summer. If state or
federal law or guidelines require a teacher to be highly qualified,
only those persons who are highly qualified for the position may
apply for it.

2. No position shall be filled until after the posting period.

All vacancies which occur fifteen (15) or fewer days before the first day of
school shall be filled in the following manner.

1. The Superintendent will have the right to hire for the position a
current unit member who has applied or hire an applicant who is
not a current employee without posting the position. Annually,
prior to May 30 of each vear, the Board shall distribute a “Summer
Filling of Vacancy Request Form™ on which unit members may
submit their request to be transferred to positions they list. If more
than one position is desired, they are to be listed in priority order.
The member shall be required to indicate their areas of
certification/licensure at the time the request is submitted, When
the Superintendent transfers a current employee, it shall be based
on seniority with the most senior teacher having the right of first
refusal.

2. The same process will be used to fill the position left vacant, if the
Superintendent filled the previously vacant position with a eurrent
unit member. This process will be used until the first day of
school. Any vacancies existing or occurring after the first day of
‘school shall be filled according to the posting procedure set forth
in this Arficle. -

3. Whenever a new or vacant position is filled by transfer of a current
unit member, the Superintendent may choose to effect “arena
scheduling.” This means that a notice shall be sent to unit
members who have made a request for transfer stating the date,
place, and time of the “arena scheduling,” and that only those who
are in attendance (or their designee) will be part of such
scheduling.
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C. Transfers

l. General — A unif‘member who wishes to transfer to a new building or wishes to
be assigned to a new or different teaching position or grade level shall make the
request to the Superintendent in writing,.

Such request may‘be made in response to a posted vacancy or may be made in
advance of any vacancies. Such advance request shall be made on the appropriate
form no later than May 20.

2. Voluntary Transfer — Whenever a vacancy occurs, or a néw position is created,
the Board shall do the following in the order listed:

First: Those whose contracts have been suspended by way of “Reduction
in Force,” and who hold proper certification shall be recalled.
However, a unit member with greater seniority may be transferred
to the position as long as any such transfer does not result in the
unit member on the recall list not being recalled.

Second: A unit member who has requested a transfer to the position, shall
be given the position. If two (2) or more umt members have
requested a transfer to the same position, the unit member with the
most system seniority shall be given the position, providing he/she
holds proper certification.

Third: The Board shall hire new staff,

3, Change of Assignment — Whenever a unit member or unit members who are rated
as skilled or accomplished and who wish to change assignment, such shall be
accomplished by the unit members involved switching positions. A notice of
such switching shall be posted in each building so that if a more senior unit
member wishes to participate in the switching, he/she shall have the right to
replace one of the less senior unit members.

D. Promotion

Unit members regularly employed as part-time unit members shall be offered the
opportunity to fill full-time vacancies (or vacancies offering work which provides greater
time than their existing positions) whenever possible providing they are properly
certificated. Part-time unit members will be promoted by seniority to the last open
position.

E. Issuance of Contracts

All unit members employed by the Board shall be issued written contracts no later than
June 1 of each work year for the following work year. Such contracts shall include at
least the following information:
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1 Name of teacher.
2. Tentative butlding assignment.
3. Type of contract (limited, continuing or supplemental), the number of years

contract is to be in effect.
4. Annual compensation (schedule and step).

5. Basis of determining compensation (i.e., Classroom Unit Member — B.A.
Degree — 5 years of experience)

é. Unit mermnber ag;reemmt that he/she shall abide by Board adopted policies as
attached to a wnit member’s original employment contract. (Such policies shall
not conflict with the provisions of the negotiated contract.)

7. £ Enumeration of all mandatory deductions shall be issued on an informational |
sheet provided to each bargaining unit member by the Treasurer no later than
¢ September 30 of each school year.

F. Supplemental Positions

1. Supplemental Duties Defined — Supplemental duties shall be defined as those
duties which are performed during time in excess of the workday, workweek,
work year, or in addition to the unit member’s regular duties.

2. Suppiemenzal Contracts — Unit members performing supplemental duties shall be
issued written, individual, limited contracts that include:

a, Duration of supplemental contract.

b. Title of supplemental position.

C. Amount of supplemental compensation or hourly rate by payment section.
d. Supplemental job description.

3. Filling Supplemental Positions —

a. Posting of vacancies in supplemental positions will be done in accordance
with Article X, Section B., of this agreement.

b All bargaining unit members may apply for supplemental positions,

¢. The administration shall give due consideration to the professional
background, attainments and qualifications of all applicants and shall grant
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each applicant an interview. If all applicants are equally qualified, then
the job listing shall be granted according to seniority.

4, Acceptance of supplemental positions and acceptance of supplemental contracts
shall be voluntary.

5. Compensation — Compensation for supplemental duties shall be paid in
accordance with the Supplemental Differential Salary Schedules set foith in
Article XVI of this contract.

6. Non-Renewal of Supplemental Contracts — The Board shall provide to the unit
member written notice of its intent to non-renew the unit member’s supplemental
contract ten {10) days prior to the employer’s action to non-renew the contraci.
Failure of the Board to provide timely notice of intent to non-renew or to act in a
timely manner on the non-renewal of a supplemental contract shall result in the
automatic renewal of the contract.

A unit member’s performance in a supplemental position shall not have an
adverse effect on the unit member’s regular employment contract.

7. Bargaining Unit Status -- Notwithstanding Article I of this contract which defines
the bargaining unit, only employees under a supplemental contract who also hold
a teaching contract with the Newton Falls Board of Education shall be considered
bargaining unit members with all duties, pay, and qualifications spelled out in the
supplemental contract.

G. Continuing Contracts

The Newton Falls Board of Education will act on continuing contracts for unit members
once each year at the April Board meeting. :

Unit members shall be eligible for continuing contracts during any year of their muiti-
year contract providing they have met all the requirements of and are in compliance with
Section 3319.11 of the Ohio Revised Code. The usual procedure is that unit members are
recommended for a contimuing contract by the building principal and Superintendent.
This does not stand in lieu of 3319.11.

H. Riphts of Representation

I. Members of the bargaining unit will have the right to be accompanied by a
representative of their choice when meeting with an administrator, supervisor, or
the Board for disciplinary purposes. Members of the bargaining unit will also
have the right to be accompanied by representative of their choice when the stated
purpose of a meeting, conference, or hearing with an administrator, supervisor, or
Board of Education is likely to result in disciplinary actions against the member.
Also, during the course of discussions not imtially of such disciplinary nature but
which progresses to involve possible disciplinary actions against a bargaming vt
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member, the member shall have the right to recess the meeting until the
bargaining unit member is able to secure a representative of the member’s choice.

2. In no event shall a bargaining unit member recess a disciplinary meeting for more
than three (3) workdays pending accompamment of a representative of his or her
choice unless mutually agreed to by the parties.

I Local Professional Development Committee

The Board and Association mutually agree to abide by the terms stipulated by S.B. 230.

L. Hinng of Retired Teachers

Only teachers in the Newton Falls Public School District who retire while employed by

the district may be rehired under these provisions. )

1. Any teacher, who has at least five (5) years of service in the Newton Falls Local
School District and who is interested in retiring and being re-employed in the
district under a limited contract, shall apply by written letter to the Superintendent
by February 1 immediately preceding the school year for which he/she wishes to
be rehired.

E\J

The written request shall state the teacher’s intention to retire, the position
desired, and the number of years for which he/she desires to be reemployed not to
exceed five (5) years. The terms and conditions of the teacher’s limited contract
will be determined by a mutua] contractual agreement entered into between the
teacher and the Board. The request must state that the teacher is willing to accept
the conditions of reemployment stated herein. The only conditions that are
negotiable are the number of years of the contract and the teacher’s salary. The
minimum salary the teacher will be paid is Step 5 of the lane of the salary
schedule on which the retiring teacher was last paid. The contract shall
automatically expire at the end of the stated term. No notice of nonrenewal is
required. Retiree is not eligible for a continuing teaching contract repardless of
years of employment with the Board.

3. A condition of acceptance by the Board of Education is that the teacher is to
accept his/her first retirement check from the State Teachers Retirement System
(STRS) by July 1* of that year of the request.

4. The teacher shall provide a copy of his/her most current STRS service statement
with the application. The Superintendent shall notify the teacher in writing by
May 1" whether the Superintendent will recommend to the Board that the teacher
be rehired. The decision to recommend rehiring shall be at the Superintendent’s
discretion and shall not be subject to challenge or grievance. However, the
teacher cannot be employed by the Board until afier the procedures set forth in
O.R.C. §3307.353 have been followed. No posting of the position shall be
required under Article X, Section C of the Agreement if the teacher is re-
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employed in the same position that he/she held prior to retirement. If the teacher
is to be rehired for any other position, the position must first be offered to 2
teacher who desires to transfer to that position.

5. Unless otherwise agreed the starting date of all retired Newton Falls teachers will
be the first day of the new school year.

6. The retired Newton Falls School District teacher employed by the Board shall be
subject to all of the provisions of the negotiated contract except as follows:

a. To be eligible for employment, the teacher must have accepted severance
pay, and eliminated his’her sick leave upon retirement from the Newton
Falls Local School Dastrict.

b. The retired teacher may not displace a current bargaining unit member.

c. The retired teacher shall be subject to the evaluation procedure set forth in
Article XI of the negotiated contract. However, the retired teacher has no
right to an evaluation as a precondition to the automatic expiration of
his/her limited contract.

d. The teacher shall accumulate and may use sick leave in accordance with
Axticle VIII of the negotiated contract, but is not entitled to a second
severance pay under Article XV, Section E of the negotiated contract.

€. The retired teacher shall not carry over sick leave from year to year, and
will start each year of employment with zero accumulation. However,
he/she may request an advancement of five (5) days of sick leave that will
be reimbursed by the time of the retired teacher’s separation from
employment.

f The retired teacher shall not be entitled to participate in the insurance
benefits provided to bargaining unit members under Arxticle XIV, except
that a retired teacher may participate in the Life, Dental, and Vision
insurance benefits at his/her expense to the extent such benefits are not
available through the State Teachers Retirement System (STRS).

g The retired teacher shall always have zero years of seniority.
h. The Board and the Association expressly intend this section of the
Agreement to supersede the provisions of O.R.C. §§3317.13, 3317.14,

3319.11, 3319.111, 3319.141, 3319.17, and all other applicable laws that
are in conflict with the provisions of this section.
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ARTICLE XY —EVALUATION

A For teachers who are required to be evaluated using OTES, the policy adopted by the
Board is incorporated herein by reference. However the following paragraphs 1 and 2
will be added to the Policy in the appropriate locations as determined by the OTES
committee:

1. Formal Evaluation is a process of a pre-conference, formal observation, and a
post-conference, which culminates in the wnitten abservation report that will be
used in determining a teacher’s final summative evaluation.

2. Walkthrough is the unannounced observation by a credentialed evaluator who
conducts a classroom observation without a pre- or post-conference, but does
provide feedback to the teacher in a written report about what was observed
during the walkthrough.

B. For the 2014-15 school year non-OTES teachers will be evaluated using the procedure
that was used during the 2013-14 school year.

C. Beginning with the 2014-15 school year, the following evaluation procedure applies to all
bargaining unit members; not subject to OTES, unless a different evaluation procedure is
agreed to by the OTES evaluation committee. The committee must have the non~-OTES
evaluation instruments and procedure complete by the beginning of the 2015-16 school
year.

1. Purpose

The main purpose of any evaluation is to aid unit members in improving the
quality of instruction and to encourage the pursuit of excellence. With this
purpose as the main principle of any procedure, the objectives listed below shall
be followed by the credentialed evaluator.

a. To provide leadership and assistance to that unit member needing
performance improvement.

b. To provide the School District with quality control assessment for use in
promotion, reassignment, and unit member contract renewal/non-renewal.

c. To encourage unit members to continually reassess their instructional
effectiveness. ' '

2. Credentialed Evaluators

Credentialed evaluators must be employed under a contract pursuant to ORC
Section 3319.01 or 3319.02 and must hold at least one (1) centificate named under
Division (E), (F), (H), or (J) of ORC Section 331922,
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3. Definttions of Evaluations

a. Formal Evaluation is a process of conferences and observations which
culminates in the written evaluation that is filed with the principal, unit
member, and Superintendent.

b. Informal Evaluation is a process of conferences and observations initiated
by either a umt member or admimstrator not culminating in a written
evaluation filed with the principal and Superintendent unless requested by

the unit member.
4. Sources of Evaluation Data
a Classroom/workplace observations set forth on the Classroom/workplace

Observation Form (Appendix E).

b. Evaluator/Unit member conferences following each observation, and prior
to filing the written evaluation. Written evaluations shall be prepared
using the evaluation form (Appendix F),

c. An additional observation by another admimstrator of this Systemn may be
requested by the unit member. However, this observation may be held
outside the timelines set forth herein without violating the timelines.

d. Any other information pertinent to their employment.

If the parties mutually agree that new evaluation instruments may be needed, the
new evaluation instruments will be developed by the committee that oversees the
OTES, If the committee decides new instruments are needed, it shall recommend
such instruments to the Board and the Association. The Board and Association
retain the right to reject the recommendation. The evaluation instrument, so
developed, will be effective on a date agreed upon by the parties.

Mechanical devices will be used only with the unit member’s full knowledge and
consent.

Disposition of the data from such device would also be with the unit member’s
full knowledge and consent.

5. Formal Evaluation Procedure

The evaluation procedure and how the forms are to be used will be reviewed at
the opening day teacher meeting. However, the negotiated provisions shall not be
altered by any discussions at said meeting.

33



10-08-"15 15:36 FROM- Newton Falls Boardbd 3308723351 T-846 P0040/006S F-465

6.

Observations and Evaluations

a. Evaluation Schedule — Unit members with a limited contract who are
being considered for nonrenewal shall receive (3) observations with a
summative rating after the third observation.

There shall be two (2) cycles of formal observations of at least thirty (30)
minutes each with post conferences to follow within fifieen (15) working
days. One (1) observation will be scheduled in advance for a specific day
and time. One (1) unscheduled observation will occur within ten (10)
working days after the preconference. If a third observation is required,
the observation will be scheduled in advance for a specific day and time.
All evaluations shall be completed by the first day of May and each
teacher shall be provided with a written copy of the evaluation results by
the tenth day of May.

b. A conference must be held within fifteen (15) workdays following the
formal classroom/worksite visitation at which time the written observation
report will be presented to the unit member and discussed.

c. The final written summative evaluation rating will be discussed with the
unit member prior to being filed with the principal, Superintendent and
unit member. The unit member may respond in writing as part of the
formal evaluation. The unit member’s signature on the instrument does not
necessarily mean agreement with the contents.

d. Unit members shall be given reasonable opportunity to correct
deficiencies. Confidentiality and care of personal data in the files shall
reflect a respect for the individual.

e. It shall be the responsibility of the unit member to make a professional
effort to follow suggestions and recommendations regarding
improvements necessary in performance that have been reviewed at the
post observation conference.

Guidelines for the Class Observation Report

a. The focus of the observation report shall be objective. Any judgmental

comments will be substantiated in writing.

b. _For any occurrence the evaluator believes needs improvement, a specific

written recommendation will be given,

C. A unit member may attach any written comments to the report regarding

any differences of opinion that exist.
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d. Afier the report has been discussed and signed by both the unit member
and evaluator, one (1) copy of it will be given to the unit member and one
(1) kept by the evaluator.

8. It is the inteation of the parties that this procedure supersede Ohio law with
respect fo any topic regarding teacher evaluvation addressed in O.R.C. §§3319.11
and 3319.111.

ARTICLYE XIX — REDUCTION IN FORCE

If the Board determines that it is necessary to reduce the number of bargaining unit positions
under reasons outlined in O.R.C, 3319.17, or for financial reasons, then the following procedures
shall apply:

A. The Board shall notify the Union President in writing that a reduction is necessary. Prior
to implementing a reduction in force, the Board’s designee will meet with a committee of
the NFCTA if requested by the NFCTA. The NFCTA must make the request within ten
(10) school days of receiving the notice. Following the request, the Superintendent and a
committee will meet with an NFCTA committee to discuss the reason for the
contemplated reduction and shall discuss alternative measures.

B. The Board shall attempt to keep such reduction to 2 minimum by means of attrition; i.e.,
not replacing unit members who resign or retire, or not replacing unit members who are
non-renewed.

C. All members of the bargaining unit will be placed on a seniority list for each teaching

field for which they are properly certificated. Unit members serving under continuing
contracts will be placed at the top of the list, in descending order of seniority. Unit
members serving under limited contracts will be placed on the hst under continuing
contract unit members, also in descending order of seniority.

D. To achieve such a reduction, the Board may proceed to suspend contracts in accordance
with the recommendation of the Superintendent. In making these recommendations, the
Superintendent must reduce first bargaining unit rnembers on limited contracts and then
bargaining unit members on continuing contracts within field of certification/license of
the positions affected.

1. Limited contract teachers shall be reduced first utilizing the following order:

a. The teacher who holds certification/licensure within the affected teaching
field who has the lowest summative evaluation rating.

b. Comparable evaluations as defined in this Agreement for teachers required
to comply with OTES.
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c. For OTES teachers, when evaluations are comparable, seniority in the
Dastrict shall prevail, with the contract of the least senior limited contract
teacher 1n the affected teaching field being the first to be suspended.

d. For non-OTES teachers, for the 2014-2015 school year, the
Superintendent shall make the recommendation based on the best interest
of the District. For the 2015-2016 school year, comparability shall be
determined by the evaluation instrument.

2. Should the necessary reduction of teaching positions exceed the number of
limited contract teachers in the affected teaching field, continuing contract
teachers shall be reduced utilizing the following order:

a, The teacher who holds certification/licensure within the affected teaching
field who has the lowest summative evaluation rating,

b. Comparable evaluations as defined in this Agreement for teachers required
to comply with OTES.

c. For OTES teachers, when evaluations are comparable, seniority in the
District shall prevail, with the contract of the least senior continuing
contract teacher in the affected teaching field being the first to be
suspended.

d. For non-OTES teachers, for the 2014-2015 school vyear, the
Superintendent shall make the recommendation based on the best interest
of the District. For the 2015-2016 school year, comparability shall be
determined by the evaluation instrument. '

3. Comparable Evaluations (Applicable to OTES teachers.)

During the 2013-2014, 2014-2015, and 2015-2016 school year, all members of
the bargaining unit shall be considered comparable 10 one apother for the
purposes of Reduction in Force.

Recommended reductions in a teaching field will be made by selecting the lowest person
on the seniority list for that area of certification who is currently assigned to a position in
that teaching field. A unit member so affected may elect to displace a unit member who
holds a lower position on a semonty list for another area of certification.

E. The names of unit members whose limited contracts are suspended in a reduction in force
will be placed on a recall list for up to two (2) years from the date of reduction. Unit

members on the recall list will have the following rights:

1. No new unit member will be employed by the Board while there are unit members
on a recall list who are certificated for the vacancy.
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2. Seniority shall not be used as a basis for recalling an OTES teacher, except when
making a decision between two teachers with comparable evaluations. Non-
OTES teachers will be recalled in reverse order of being laid off.

3. If a vacancy occurs, the Board will send an announcement via certified mail to the
last known address of all unit members on the recall list who are certificated for
the position. It is the unit member’s responsibility to keep the Board informed of
his/her current address. Al umt members are required fo respond in writing, via
certified mail, to the District office within seven (7) calendar days. The most
senior of those responding will be given the vacant position. Any unit member
with a limited contract who fails to respond within seven (7) calendar days or
declines to accept the position, shall be removed from the recall list. Continuing
contract teachers who fail to respond within seven (7) calendar days or who
decline to accept the position shall remain on the recall list.

4. A unit member on the recall list will, upon acceptance of the notification to
resume active employment status, return to active employment status with the
same seniority, accumulation of sick leave, and salary schedule placement as
hefshe enjoyed at the time of layoff.

5. A unit member on the recall list has the right to refuse an offer of a position which
is less than full-time, and remain on the recall list.

F. The parties agree that these procedures apply only to the suspension of contracts under
3319.17, or for financial reasons. This article shall not require the Board to fill any
vacancy, nor shall it interfere with any other lawful personnel procedures in the District.

G. The Board agrees that unit members who work a full year (one hundred twenty (120)
days or more) and are reduced in force and who are on the District’s insurance when
reduced in force will be retained on the District’s insurance, with the Board paying its
share of the premium through August 31 of the year in which they are reduced in force
and shall receive salary over the twenty-six (26) pay periods as defined in the negotiated
agreement. This provision does not reduce an employee’s right to COBRA coverage.

ARTICLE XIIT — HOURS AND OTHER WORKING CONDITIONS

A. School Year
1. The school calendar shall be adopted each year by the Board and shall designate:
a Workdays with students;

b. Workdays without students.
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[

2. Prior to final recommendations for adoption of the school calendar, the Union will
be consulted for input as soon as -possible following the comumittee’s
recommendation.

C
3. The school calendar shall not include more than:

a. One hundred eighty-three (183) days.

b. One hundred eighty (180) days when students shall be in attendance,
including parent-unit member conference days which shall be determined
by the parties to this contract by March of each school year.

c. Three (3) days for unit member inservice days when students shall not be
in attendance.

4. Any member of the bargaining unit working beyond the school year as described
by the school calendar shall be paid at his/her regular per diem rate for sach day
of extended service. Per diem rate shall be determined by dividing the unit
member’s salary on the indexed salary schedule by 183. (e.g., $25,000 divided by
183 = $136.61 per diem.)

5. The one hundred eighty-three day or hourly equivalent school year, may be
reduced by eight (8) days or their hourly equivalent when school is closed for
reasons not set forth above, and for which school was originally to be open.
Three (3) of the eight (8) may be made wp using online course work and/or
“blizzard bags.” The first five (5) days will not be made up, and teachers will be
paid as though school had been in session with teachers in attendance. If the law
changes with regard to how Districts can make up days, or if either the Board or
NFCTA has concemns with the procedure used fo make up the days, the parties
agree to meet and discuss changes to this provision. :

B School Day

The length of the workday shall be seven (7) hours, including a thirty (30) minute, duty
free, unminterrupted lunch period. The administration may extend the workday beyond the
seven (7) hour day for a total of ten (10) times per year. These extensions of the
workday, either at the beginning or the end of the regularly scheduled day, shall be in
increments of fifteen (15) minutes, but not more than one (1) hour. Meetings scheduled
at the end of the school day shall begin ten (10) minutes after the end of the regularly
scheduled school day. When the school day is extended for purposes of holding a
meeting with unit members, then the unit members shall be given notice for which is
reasonable under the cireumstances.

Unit member participation in P.T.A. meetings and activities shall be voluntary.
However, both the Board and the NFCTA believe that such participation is desirable,
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The administration may require unit members o attend and participate in an “Open
House” of up to one (1) hour and thirty (30) minutes at the beginning of the school year.

The school day for students shall be shortened one (1) hour on the Jast day of each

grading pertod to provide bargaining unit members with time to prepare grade reports and
complete record keeping.

C. Class Size/Class Load

1.~ Assignment of pupils and unit members to buildings and classtooms is 2
responsibility of the administration as outlined in Section 3319.01 of the Ohio
Revised Code. In making such decisions, consideration shall be given to ihe
overall needs of the District.

2. The ratio of unit members to pupils on a District-wide basis shall be in accordance
with Ohio law and Ohio Department of Education Operating Standards.

3. Whenever a unit member is assighed more students than there are desks or work
stations, he/she shall have the right to bring this to the attention of the principal
for resolution.

4. Whenever possible, the Board shall attain the following goals:

a. Regular Classes — To the degree possible, an even distribution of students
in like classrooms shall be maintained.

b. Special Education Classes — Class size shall conform to the Hmitations
stated in Section 3301-51-04 of Rules for the Education of Handicapped
Children.

Whenever the number of students enrolled in a class could cause the
student/unit member ratio to surpass minimum standards, then the unit
members involved with those students shall meet to attempt to find a
resolubion.

5. In the event that the Board determines that there is a class number overload at any
level, the Board has the right to employ casual staff, not fo exceed two (2) per
building, to teach a maximum each of two (2) class periods per day. A casual
staff member shall not be part of the bargaining unit and shall not receive credit
toward senionity by being employed 1n this position(s). Casuval employees must
be certificated. No combination of casual employee and work assignments shail
be utilized when a full or part-time unit member as defined in Article I can be
employed. Casual employees can not be used to fill any position(s) when a
qualified unit member is available for the assignment.
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6. The Board may also hire casunal employees to cover lunch duties and study halls,
or other duties for the purpose of releasing regular unit members from such duty
so that they may provide student intervention.

7. In no way, except as stated in 9. above, shall these casual employees be allowed
to replace a bargaining unit member’s scheduled work load or bargaining unit
member work.

D. Preparation Time

Each unit member shall have a least one (1) preparation period per day. Time of lesser
duration before or after the normal student day shall not be considered in computing total
preparation time. Elementary classroom unit members will generally have their
preparation time during the period when specialists are responsible for the classes.
Preparation period shall be at least forty (40) consecutive minutes per day in all schools.

Due to the nature of their unique positions, the Counselors, Nurse, and Librarian will
have the flexibility to take daily preparation time at a time that is most convenient to their
needs.

A building principal may, with the written permission of the unit member, schedule
preparation time in the following manner: the unit member shall have at least five (5)
preparation periods a week cach consisting of at least forty (40) consecutive minutes.

E. Substitute Teachers

Reasonable efforts will be made to provide substitutes for absent unit members.

F. Temporary Assignment

1. When it becomes necessary for a unit member to substitute during his’her own
preparation period or assume supervision responsibilities during non-preparation
period time for more than three (3) students not normally assigned to him/her,
he/she shall be paid for such substitution at the rate of Twenty Dollars ($20.00)
per peniod in the secondary and per forty-five (45) minutes in elementary.

2. Students who have been “pulled-out™ of a regular teacher’s classroom to spend

" time with either the Speech, Gifted, or any title teachers, but due to the absence of

such special teacher the student remains in that regular classroom, such regular
teacher shall not be paid Twenty Dollars ($20.00).

3, When special education teachers are conducting Proficiency testing, 1EPs, or

Brigance testing, students regularly in their classes shall be returned to a regular
class with the teacher of such class not being paid Twenty Dollars (320.00).
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G. Intervention

Teachers who accept assignment to provide intervention education outside the regular
work day or year, shall be paid twenty dollars ($20.00) per hour.

H. Consulting Teacher (Entry-Year) Program

A full-time unit member, new to the District and/or the profession; or a unit member who
is moving 1o a new certification area shall be defined as an Entry-Year Umt Member and
is eligible to participate in an Entry-Year Program.

I. Upon the identification of an eligible unit member for an Entry-Year Program, the
administration will activate a review committee for the development and
evaluation of the specific program required. Such a committee will be comprised
of the following:

a. NFCTA President or designee.

b. Representative staff members from the department or area of
specialization.

c. Building principal.

d. County office representative.

2. Coordinate the Entry-Year Program for the Newton Falls Exempted Village
Schools with the Trumbull County Consortium for the purpose of training
mentors whenever applicable, providing the grant is approved each year.

L Mentor Teacher Program

This provision applies to each teacher hired who is new to education or who otherwise
must be assessed for licensure and who will have a Mentor appointed to him/her by the
Superintendent with the consent of the teacher being appointed. The taxonomy of terms
18 as follows:

1. Mentor: An educator who is properly certified, trained, and licensed to assist
Resident Educators in fulfilling the requirements for becoming a fully licensed
educator in the State of Ohio.

2. Resident Educator; An educator who is a graduate of an accredited college or
university with a degree in education acceptable to the State of Ohio, and who is
required to complete the mentorship program of the State of Ohio.

3. Lead Mentor: A properly licensed educator of the district who oversees Mentors
and who may also serve as a Mentor.

41



10-08-"15 15:41 FROM- Newton Falls BoardEd 3308723351 T-848 PO048/0069 F-465

4. Qualifications: The Mentor will be a teacher with no less than three years
experience and who is trained/certified as an Instructional Mentor. The teacher
appointed will have to agree to serve as a Mentor. The Mentor will work with the
Resident Educator, other district staff members and the building principal(s} in
assisting the Resident Educator in his/her initial year of employment.

s. Responsibilities: The Mentor will serve as a resource and support person for the
Resident Educator using the Ohio Department of Education’s Formative
Assessment tools and protocols that are based on Ohio Standards for the Teaching
profession. This includes a Collaborative Log, Resident Educator Reflection Tool
and Resident Educator Professional Goal Setting Tool.

6. Evaluation: The Mentor will have no role, formula or informal, in the evaluation
of the Resident Educator. The Resident Educator has the responsibitity for his/her
teaching performance.

7. Limitation: Neither the school district nor the Mentor bears responsibility for the

Resident Educator’s success.

8. Training: A teacher who is appointed to be a Mentor shall have successfully
completed an Instructional Mentor training program recommended by the Ohio
Department of Education. The cost for such training shall be bome by the district.

9. Duties: The Mentor shall assist the Resident Educator in setting professional
goals, help him/her understand the curriculum for the class(es) and do regular
observations. The Resident Educator shall be given full knowledge of
performance expectations. As part of his/her training, the Resident Educator shall
participate in periodic meetings with other teachers to discuss teaching methods
and procedures,

10.  Released Time: It is essential that the Mentor and Lead Mentor have released
from regular work assignments to conduct observations. The building
administrator shall assist in cnsuring release time as needed. It is preferable that a
Resident Educator be appointed to a Mentor who works in the same building.

11.  Compensation: There shall be two levels of mentors: Lead Mentor and Mentor.
Each cycle of mentoring takes four (4) years. A Lead Mentor shall receive a total
of $§750.00 for each year for overseeing the activities of each Mentor during the
four year period. A Mentor shall receive a one-time payment of $300.00 per
Resident Educator for each of the four years for mentoring such Resident
Educator up to four (4). The Lead Mentor who also serves as a Mentor shall
receive both amounts. No Mentor shall be responsible for mentoring more than
four (4) Resident Educators at a time in any one school year. A Lead Mentor
need not have certification in the same area as each Mentor that he/she oversees.

12, End of Year: The Dialogue Observation Log shall be tumed in to the LPDC by
May 31 of each school year.
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J. Inclusion

1. General Procedures — Students who are special education students shall be in
education programs as outlined in the Rules for Education of Handicapped
Children of the State of Ohio, and which students are properly identified through
the rules.

2. Whenever inclusion is to oceur, the following shatl apply:

a. The unit member(s) involved shall be involved in the IEP planning of the
inclusion program.

b. If the handicapped student requires special or individual attention during
class time, tutors or aides will be provided if indicated on the
individualized educational plan (IEP).

C. Unit members will be inserviced or trained on an as-needed basis.

d. Unit members, except the school nurse, shall not be required to perform
any medical procedure nor provide services to the student related to

hygiene such as, but not limited to, changing diapers.

K. Elementary Music, Art, Physical Education

Regular classroom teachers in elementary shall not be required to teach music, art, or
physical education. Kindergarten teachers are permitted to teach music, art, or physical
education.

L. Parent-Teacher Conferences

For the purpose of Parent-Teacher Conferences, the unit member workday shall be
extended two (2) times during the school year, once each semester. The first semester
conference will be held no carlier than the first week of October. The second semester
conference will be held no earlier than the third week of February. These conferences
will be held during one week as follows:

- Elementary Monday and Tuesday — 4:15 to 7:30
Middle School Tuesday and Wednesday — 4:00 to 7:15
Junior/Senior
High School Wednesday and Thursday — 3:30 to 6:45

During the period of this confract beginning with the 2006-07 school year, a record will
be kept of the name of the individuals, the time of their conference, and whether they
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actually attended. This will be used to show the pattern of times most vsed by parents
and will be the basis for subsequent times for holding Parent Teacher Conferences.

In conjunction with these conferences, school will be dismissed on the Wednesday before
Thanksgiving Day and the Friday before Presidents Day. In any year that the Ohio
Department of Education sets the week before Presidents Day for the Average Daily
Membership count, the District’s Superintendent will ask for a waiver for the Friday of
that week so that week can be used as described in Article XIII Section J. If the waiver is
not approved, the Superintendent and NFCTA will meet to set an alternate day to comply
with this Article XIII Section J.

The dates of the conferences shall be included on the official school calendar, and umit
members are expected to arrange their schedules so that they can attend the conferences.

ARTICLE X1V — INSURANCE

The Board shall provide the following insurance package for every unit member during the term
of this contract:

A, Life Insurance

The face value of the insurance policy for each unit member shall be $50,000.00.

B. Hospitalization

1. Effective July 1, 2014, as long as the Trumbull County Schools Insurance
Consortium offers this option, the Board shall provide PPQ plan coverage for
each eligible member of the bargaining unit and recognized family dependents.
Eligible bargaining unit members’ (employed prior to July 1, 2008) contribution
to such coverage shall be ten percent (10%) of the cost of the coverage chosen by
the employee.

2. Effective January 1, 2011, eligible bargaining unit members employed on or after
July 1, 2008 may only elect to be covered under PPO 2 or PPO 3, and the
contribution to such coverage shall be ten percent (10%) of the cost of the
coverage chosen by the employee.

C. Dental
Effective September 1, 2013, the cost of the family or single plan premium paid by the
Board is $ . UCR Plan

b. Vision

Effective September 1, 2013, the cost of the family plan premium paid by the Board is
$31.22 and $11.31 for the single plan paid for by the Board. Plan C
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E. Bonus

Bargaining unit members who are eligible but choose not to be covered, may elect not to
be covered under the Hospitahzation/Major Medical Insurance Plan. In consideration of
their waiver of this insurance coverage, they shall receive an eight hundred fifty-dollar
{$850.00) bonus subject to the following provisions:

1. The unit member must waive his/her right to coverage in writing to the Treasurer
by August 31 of each year.

2. Coverage must be waived for the period September 1- August 31 of each year.
3. Spouses employed by the District are not eligible for this benefit.
4, He/she will receive a lump sum rebate payment the following October.

If a bargaining unit member leaves employment for any reason within ninety (90) days of
the first day in which the employee is not covered under the hospital/major medical
insurance plan, this bonus shall be calculated on a per diem basis. Anyone who elects not
to participate in any one or more of the Newton Falls insurance benefits because his/her
spouse has such benefit(s), and the spouse’s coverage is terminated for any reason such
as death, resignation, retirement, or layoff, then the bargaining unit member shall, upon
the request of the unit member, receive the Newton Falls msurance coverage. Such
circumstances shall render the eight hundred fifty-dollar ($850.00) bonus null and void.
Any unit member who accepts this bonus is wamed that upon reactivation of coverage,
he/she and/or family members may be excluded from coverage under the rule for pre-
existing conditions as determined by the insurance carrier.

F. Insurance Contracts

The Board shall provide the Union with a copy of each insurance contract, within thirty
(30) days after the ratification of this agreement, and any mutually-agreed upon changes
to the insurance contract(s).

G. Spousal Coverage

If spousal coverage is mandated by the District’s Health Insurance Consortium, the
mandated language will be included by reference in the Negotiated Agreement between
the Board and NFCTA.
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ARTICLE XV —PAY PRACTICES

A. Payroll Procedures

1. There shall be twenty-six (26) pay periods during each twelve (12) month school
year. Unit members shall be paid in twenty-six equal pays.

2. In years when the calendar causes there to be twenty-seven (27) pays within the
12 month period, there shall be 27 equal pays instead of 26. Notice will be sent to
the bargaining unit members in May to notify them when the upcoming school
year will be a twenty-seven (27) pay period.

3. All pay shall be by direct deposit to the financial institution selected by each unit
member, Each unit member will receive a document for each pay period showing
the amount of salary and all deductions.

4. If it becomes necessary during the term of this contract, the Union agrees to meet
with the Treasurer to adjust dates as necessary depending on school calendar
adoptions by the Board. If paydays fall on a legal holiday or on a day when
school is not in session, paychecks will be distributed one (1) day prior to the
scheduled payday. However, if a scheduled payday falls within one (1) day of the
last school day prior to the Christmas or Spring break, that paycheck shall be
distributed on the last school day prior to the break.

5. All school mailings will be sent to all members of the bargaining unit.

6. The unit member will have the choice of receiving mailings and/or direct deposit
notices by email or by hard copy.

B. Retirement Deductions

1. Unit member contributions to the State Teachers Retirement System shall be
deducted in approximately equal amounts from each unit member’s paycheck.

2. The State Teachers Retirement System pick-up will continue for the term of the
contract using the salary reduction method as adopted by the Board at its regular
meeting on February 13, 1984,

C.  Other Pavroll Deductions

The Newton Falls Exempted Village Board of Education shall provide a payroll
deduction plan for unit members for the following items: tax shelter annuities, life
insurance above the amount of such Board-paid insurance, hospitalization/major medical
insurance above the amount of such Board-paid insurance*, COPE, the Credit Union,
United Way, and IRA with Bank One.

* Contingent upon carrier’s acceptance.
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D. Mileage

Unit members using their own automobile while on authorized school business shall be
reimbursed at the IRS rate. Any changes in the IRS rate shall be made on July 1 of that
yeat.

E. Severance Pay

1. Any unit member who has taught in the Newton Falls School District for at least
ten (10) years shall receive, upon retirement as herein defined, one-fourth (1/4) of
all their accumulated but unused sick leave up to a maximum of fifty-five (55)
days for the life of this agreement computed at their per diem rate at the time of
retitement. Any unit member applying for such pay shall retire from teaching in
accordance with the rulés and regulations set forth by the Ohio State Teacher
Retirement System.

Any certified personnel employed as a regular full-time unit member shall upon
reaching two hundred (200) accumulated sick days begin to store unused personal
days to a maximum of ten (10), for addition to severance pay. Unit members
shall be credited unused personal days at the end of each school year which shall
be used to increase the maximum number of days for severance in accordance
with paragraph one up to a maximum of sixty-five (65) days.

Such use of accumulated personal leave days shall apply once a unit member
accumulates two hundred (200) sick leave days. If at the time of retirement the
number of accumulated sick leave days drops below two hundred (200), the
number of personal days that apply shall be reduced by one (1) for every twenty
(20) days of sick leave that drops below two hundred (200). The maximum
number of personal days in any one (1) year are those agreed on in Article VIIL.

2. “Retirement” shall be defined to mean eligibility for and acceptance into the State
Teacher Retirement System (STRS) for retirement benefits.

3. Severance pay benefits for a member of the bargaining unit eligible for benefits
under this section who dies while on active service or on an approved leave of
absence, shall be paid to the member’s life insurance beneficiary or estate,

4, One-half of severance shall be paid to the individual within ninety days of the
date of retirement, but no later than December 30 of the year of retirement. The
other half will be paid to the individual during the immediate subsequent January.

5. No STRS deductions shall be withheld from the severance pay, and the
acceptance of severance pay shall eliminate all sick leave credit accrued by the
individual up to that time, and such credit may not be transferred to any other
institution.
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F. Twuition Reimbursement

Any bargaining unit member with three (3) years experience in the Newton Falls School
System will be compensated for additional education at the following rates: fifty percent
(50%) of current tuition costs.

1. All coursework for reimbursement will be an elective course pertinent to the
major arca of concentration and/or required courses for the next higher degree or
certificate.

2. This grant is not to be construed as a permanent increment and 1s not a part of the

Salary Increment Schedule. Reimbursement will be made on a quarterly basis.
All information required for tuition reimbursement shall be submitted to the
Superintendent’s office on or before the last working day of the quarter — March,
June, September, December. No payment will be made until after Board approval
at the next regularly scheduled Board meeting,

3. Eligibility is conditioned on submission of the following: (1) completion of the
proper form listing the number of hours for reimbursement (forms available in the
Superintendent’s office); (2) transcript of grades; (3) itemized record of payment;
and (4) proof of payment. It is the unit member’s responsibility to submit the
required information for reimbursement.

4. Tuition reimbursement will not affect in any way the procedures for determining
the classification of a unit member.

G. Open Enrollment

The enrollment of school-age children of unit members who do not live in the Newton
Falls School District will be accepted through open enrollment.

It is understood that under Ohio’s law providing for open enrollment, the District will
receive funding for such students named in this Section G through the State Foundation
program. This allows for the continuation of the practice of such students to attend
Newton Falls schools without a tuition charge to unit members.

ARTICLE XVI - SALARY AND SALARY SCHEDULES

A Salary and Salary Schedules

Effective July 1, 2013, and continuing through June 30, 2016, the Board shall pay unit
members in accordance with their training and experience at the annual rates specified in
the Indexed Salary Schedules incorporated in this Article. Effective July 1, 2013, and for
the 2013-2014 school year, the BA-0 base salary shall be increased one percent (1%).
Effective July 1, 2014, for the 2014-2015 school year, the BA-0 base salary shall be
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increased one and one-half percent (1.5%). Effective July 1, 2015 for the 2015-2016
school year, the BA-0 base salary shall be increased one and one-half percent (1.5%).

Each teacher who does not move to a different salary column for the 2014-2015 school
year and who will start paying ten percent (10%) for health insurance beginning July 1,
2014, shall receive Six Hundred Dollars (3600), if they also do not advance a step on the
salary schedule for the 2014-2015 school year, or if they advance a step and do not
receive additional pay. Each teacher who does not move to a different salary column for
the 2015-2016 school year and who started paying ten percent (10%) effective July 1,
2014, shall receive Six Hundred Dollars (3600}, if they do not advance a step on the
salary schedule for the 2015-2016 school year, or if they advance a step and do not
receive additional pay.

The index shall remain the same as that for the 1996-97 school year. Unit members
assigned to perform additional duties listed on, but not limited to, the Supplemental
Differential Salary Schedule incorporated in this Article, shall be compensated in
accordance with that schedule.

B. Years of Expericnce

The term “years experience,” as used in the Indexed Salary Schedule shall mean years
employed as a regular full-time unit member by the Board, provided that the Board shall
give new unit members credit for teaching experience in other districts and shall also give
credit to such unit members for up to five (5) years military service in accordance with
Section 3317.13 of the Ohio Revised Code. A year of teaching service consists of a year
in which the unit member taught one hundred twenty (120) days under a teacher’s
contract. A partial year of eight (8) or more full months military service shall count as a

. year of service. The total years credited for military service and teaching in other
districts shall not exceed the number of steps on the Indexed Salary Schedule.

C. Hourly Rate

An hourly rate of Twenty Dollars ($20.00) shall be established for the payment of unit
member services for summer school, tutoring, and home instruction, when a part-time
unit member substitutes a part of their workday, and when a unit member, at the direction
of the building principal or his/her designee, and with the agreement of the unit member,
monitors stadents during arrival and departure.

D, Supplemental Differential Salary

The parties to this contract agree to meet at least thirty (30) days prior to the date the
Board intends to post any supplemental position not listed in the Supplemental
Differential Salary Schedule. The purpose of this meeting will be to jointly establish the
percentage rate of pay and other terms and conditions of employment for the
supplernental position,
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E. Columns Defined

1. Class 1 — Bargaining Unit Members holding a Bachelors Degree.

2. Class II — Bargaiming Unit Members holding a Bachelors Degree with 130
semester hours or quarter hour equivalent toward their Bachelors Degree.

3. Class Il — Bargaining Unit Members holding a Masters Degree.

4. Class IV - Bargaining Unit Members holding a Masters Degree and 15 semester
ours or quarter hour equivalent of graduate or higher level course work.

ARTICLE XVII — EFFECTS AND DISTRIBUTION
A Effects

Thig contract constitutes the entire contract between the parties and it supersedes all prior
and contemporaneous understandings (written or oral) not specifically incorporated
herein. No change in a specific term of this contract shall be made during the life of this
contract except by mutual agreement but otherwise neither party shall have a duty to
negotiate with respect to any matter during such period.

B. Severability

If any provision of the contract or any application of this contract to a unit member or
group of unit members shall be found to be contrary to law by the State Employment
Relations Board or any court of competent jurisdiction, and after all appeals or times for
appeal have been exhausted, then such provision or application shall not be deemed valid
and subsisting except to the extent permitted by law, but all other provisions or
applications shall continue in full force and effect.

The parties shall meet within ten (10) days after the final determination to bargain over
its impact and to bring the contract into compliance. If the parties fail to reach agreement
over the affected provision, the statutory dispute settlement procedure shall be utilized to
resolve the dispute.

C. Distribution

Within thirty (30) days after this contract is signed, two hundred (200) copies of this
contract shall be reproduced, with the costs to be shared equally by the parties. The
NFCTA and the Board shall have an opportunity to proofread and approve the contract
before and after printing. It shall be the responsibility of the NFCTA. to have the contract
printed and fo distribute one (1) copy to each Board member and school administrator, as
well as, to each unit member in the System. Additional copies may be ordered at the
expense of the party requesting same.
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D. Maintenance of Standards Provision

During the duration of this contract, the Board agrees to maintain all terms, conditions
and benefits of employment at not less than the level in effect as of the effective date of

this contract.
This contract shall not be interpreted or applied to deprive unit members of advantages

heretofore enjoyed unless otherwise expressly stated herein.

ARTICLE XVIII - STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SPORTS

The Superintendent, in collaboration with the Athletic Director, Athletic Council, and Board of
Education, will notify the NFCTA President, in writing, of the number of students necessary to
fill each position listed on the Supplemental Salary Schedule. This notification shall occur in
May for the ensuing school year,

ARTICLE XIX — DURATION

This contract shall be effective at 12:01 A.M. on July 1, 2013, and shall remain in full force and
effect through midnight, June 30, 2016,

FOR THE UNION: FOR THE EMPLOYER:
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APPENDIX A

NEWTON FALLS CLASSROOM TEACHERS® ASSQCIATION

BASE SALARY -- $31,525

EFFECTIVE JUNE 30,2013 FOR THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR

Class 1 Class I1 Class IT1 Class 1V
STEP BA BA-150 MA MA+1%

0 1.000 1.055 1.110 1.165
$31,525 $33,259 $34.993 $36,727

! 1.055 1.110 1.165 1.220
$33.259 $34 993 $36,727 538,461

; 1.110 1.165 1.220 1275
£34,093 $36,727 $38.461 $40,l94

5 1.165 1.220 1.275 1.330
$36,727 $38,461 $40,194 $41,928

. 1.220 1.275 1.330 1.385
$38 461 $40,194 $41,928 $43,662

5 1.275 1.330 1.385 1.440
$40,194 $41,928 $43 662 $45,396

p 1.330 1.385 1.440 1.495
$41,028 $43,662 $45,396 $47,130

7 1.385 1.440 1.495 1.550
$43,662 $45.396 $47.130 $48.864

8 1.440 1.495 1.550 1.605
$45,396 $47,130 $48 864 $50,598

5 1.495 1.550 1.605 1.660
g $47,130 $48.864 $50,598 $52,332

10 1.550 1.605 1.660 1.715
$48,864 $50,593 $52,332 $54,065

1 1.605 1.660 1.715 1.770
$50,598 $52,332 $54,065 $55,799

12 1.660 1.715 1.770 1.825
$52,332 £54 065 $55,7199 $57,533

13 1.715 1.770 1.825 1.880
$54.,065 $55,799 $57,533 $59,267

14 1.825 1.880 1935
' $57,533 $59,267 $61,001

1.935 1.990

15

$61,001 $62,735

18 1.770 1.880 1.990 2.045
$55,799 $59,267 $62,735 $64,469

’s 1.825 1935 2.045 2,100
$57,533 $61,001 $64.469 $66,203
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APPENDIX B
NEWTON FALLS CLASSROOM TEACHERS™ ASSOCIATION
BASE SALARY -- $31,998
EFFECTIVE FOR THE 2014-2015 SCHQOL YEAR

Class I Class 11 Class ITI Class IV
STEP BA BA-150 MA MA+15

0 1.000 1.055 1.110 1.165
. $31,098 $33,758 $35,518 $37.278

| 1.055 1110 1.165 1.220
$33,758 $35,518 $37.278 $39,038

5 1.110 1.165 1.220 1.275
$35.518 $37.278 $39,033 . 540,797

3 1.165 1.220 1.275 1.330
$37.278 $39.,038 $40,797 $42.557

4 1.220 1.275 1.330 1.385
$39,038 $40,797 342,557 $44,317

5 1.275 1.330 1.385 1.440
340,797 $42,557 $44.317 $46,077

6 1.330 1.385 1.440 - 1.495
§42,557 $44,317 346,077 547,837

7 1.385 1.440 1.495 1.550
$44,317 ’ $46,077 $47.837 $49.597

g 1.440 1.495 1.550 1.605
346,077 $47,837 $49,597 $51,357

9 1.495 1.550 1.6Q5 1.660
$47.837 $49,597 $51,357 $53,117

10 1.550 1.605 1.660 1.715
349,597 $51,357 $53,117 $54 877

. 1.605 1.660 1.715 1.770
$51,357 $53,117 $54,877 $56,636

. 1.660 1.715 1.770 1.825
$53,117 $54 877 $56,636 $58,396

A 1.715 1.770 1.825 1.880
$54,877 356,636 $58,396 360,156

14 1.825 1.880 1.935

$58,396 360,156 $61,916 i

15 1.935 1.990
$61,916 363,676

8 1.770 1.880 1.990 2.045
e 356,636 $60,156 $83.676 $65.436

55 1.825 1.935 2.045 2,100
$58,396 $61,916 $65,436 $67,196
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APPENDIX C
NEWTON FALLS CLASSROOM TEACHERS® ASSOCIATION
BASE SALARY -- 832,478
EFFECTIVE FOR THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR
Class T Class I Class 111 Class IV
STEP BA BA-150 MaA MA+15
0 1.000 1.055 1.110 1.165
$32,478 $34,264 336,051 $37,837
) 1.055 1.110 1.165 1.220
. 334,264 $36,051 $37,837 $39,623
2 1.110 1.165 1.220 1.275
$36,051 337,837 $39.623 $41,4009
3 1.165 1.220 1.275 1.330
$37.837 $£39,623 $41.4009 $43.196
4 1.220 1.275 1330 1.385
$39.623 541,409 $43.196 $44.,982
5 1.275 1.330 1.385 1440
$41.409 $43,196 544,982 $46.768
5 1.330 1.385 1.440 1.495
£43,196 $44,982 $46.768 $48,555
1 1.385 1.44¢ 1.495 1.550
$44,982 $46,768 $48,555  $50,341
2 1.440 1.495 1.550 1.605
546,768 $48.555 $50,341 £52,127
9 1495 1.550 1.605 1.660
$48.555 $50,341 $52,127 $53,913
10 1.550 1.605 1.660 1715
£50,341 $52,127 $53,913 $55,700
11 1.605 1.660 1.715 1.776
$52,127 $53,913 835,700 $57.486
12 1.660 1.715 1.770 1.825
. $53 913 $£55,700 $57,486 559,272
13 1.715 1.770 1.825 1. 880
$55,700 $57,486 $50,272 $61,059 =
14 1.825 1.880 1.935
$59,272 $61,059 $62 845
15 1.935 1.990
$62,845 $64,631
13 1,770 1.880 1.990 2.045
£57,486 $61,059 $§3,631 $66.418
25 1.825 1.935 2.045 2.100
$59,272 $62,845 $66.418 - $68,204
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APPENDIX D
NEWTON FALLS DIFFERENTIAL SCHEDULE

For the duration of this Agreement, these positions will be filled as listed, but only if there is
sufficient student participation as reasonably determined by the Administration.

Based on the BA Zero Step of the Salary Schedule for each year of the contract.

POSITION 0 1 2
TIER 1

Athletic Director 14/ 16/ 2V
Head Football 14/ A6/ 21
Head Boys Basketball A4/ 16/ 21/
Head Girls Basketball 14/ 16/ 21/
TIER X

Ass’t Football (8) 10/ Ay 3/
Ass’t Boys Basketball (5) 10/ 11/ A3/
Asg’t Girls Basketball (3) .10/ q11/ 13/
TIER IIX

Ass’t Athletic Director .08/ 09/ A1/
Head Baseball ‘ 08/ 09/ 11/
Head Track .08/ .09/ A1
Head Softball .08/ 0% A1
Head Volleyball .08/ .09/ A1/
Head Soccer® : 08/ - .09/ A1/
Band Director 08/ 09/ A1/
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L

APPENDIX D — cont’d,

POSITION 0 1 2
TIER IV

Ass’t Baseball 05/ .06/ .08/
Ass’t Track .05/ .06/ 08/
Jr. High Track (2) | .05/ 06/ 08/
Ass’t Soccer .05/ .06/ .08/
Golf Coach 05/ .06/ .08/
Ass’t Softball .05/ .06/ .08/
Ass’t Volleyball (2) . 05/ .06/ 08/
Jr. High Volleyball 05/ 06/ .08/
Yearbook Advisor .05/ .06/ .08/
TIERV

H.S. Cheerleader Advisor 04/ .05/ 077
Vocal Music Director 04/ 05/ 07/
Ass’t Band Director .04/ .05/ 07/
TIER VI

School Newspaper \ 02/ 03/ .04/
Tigerette/Majorette Advisor | .02/ 03/ .04/
Senior Class Advisor 02/ 03/ .04/
Jr/Sr Prom Advisor | .02/ .03/ .04/
HS Student Council Advisor .02/ .03/ .04/
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APPENDIX D - cont’d.

POSITION 0 1 2
TIER VII

9™ Grade Cheerleader 01/ 02/ .03/
8™ Grade Cheerleader 01/ 02/ 03/
Drama Adv Per Play (1) _ K1Y .02/ 03/
Sophomore Class Advisor 01/ 02/ .03/
Freshman Class Advisor 01/ 02/ .03/
JH Student Council Advisor ' .01/ 02/ 03/
MS Student Council Advisor 01 02/ .03/
HS Art Show | 01/ 02/ 037
MS Art Show .01/ 02/ .03/
Aulington Show Y 02/ 03/
Ski Club Advisor .01/ 02/ 03/
SADD Advisor .01/ 02/ 03/
TSAC 01/ 02/ .03/
MS Science Fair , .01/ 02/ .03/
6™ Grade Basketball (1 boys, 1 girls) o1/ 02 03/
NHS 01/ 02/ 03/
Dept. Head (3) .01/ 02/ .03/
*Dept. Heads will be phased out through aftrition .01/ 02/ 03/
when people resign or retire*
Lifting Coaches (3)

(1 Football, 1 Boys Basketball, 1 Girls Basketball) 01/ 02/ 03/
HS Prep Bowl | O/ 02/ .03/
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APPENDIX D — cont’d.

JH Prep Bowl .01/ 02/ .03/
MS Prep Bowl 01/ 02/ .03/
EXTENDED SERVICE

Guidance 20 Days

Marching Band 20 Days

Ass’t Marching Band 15 days

Vocational Home Economics
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