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Final Draft Agreement 
FOP, Capital City Lodge No. 9 and City of Groveport 

ARTICLE 1 
AGREEMENT 

Section 1.1 Agreement. This Agreement is between the City of Groveport, as Employer, 
hereinafter referred to as "Employer", "City", or "Department", and the Fraternal Order of 
Police, Capital City Lodge No. 9, hereinafter referred to as the "Lodge". 

Section 1.2 Purpose. This Agreement is made for the purpose of setting forth the 
understandings and agreements between the City and the Lodge governing the wages, hours, 
tenns and conditions of employment for those employees (hereinafter referred to as "members" 
or "member") included in the bargaining units identified herein. 

Section 1.3 References. Should any part of this Agreement be held invalid by operation of law 
or by final order issued by any tribunal of competent jurisdiction, or should compliance with or 
enforcement of any part of this Agreement be restrained by any such tribunal pending a final 
determination as to its validity, such invalidation or temporary restraint shall not invalidate or 
affect the remaining portions hereof or the application of such portions to persons or 
circumstances other than those to whom or to which such invalidation is applicable. Should such 
events take place, and upon written request by either the Employer or the Lodge to the other, the 
Employer and the Lodge shall meet within thirty (30) days of receipt of the written request in an 
attempt to modify the invalidated provisions by good faith negotiations. 

No representative of the City or the Lodge shall make or ask a member to make any written or 
verbal agreement which would conflict with this Agreement. 

Unless otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, no changes in this Agreement shall be 
negotiated during its duration unless there is written accord by rn1d between the Employer and 
the Lodge to malce such change(s). To be incorporated within this Agreement, any chrn1ges must 
be in writing and signed by the authorized representatives of the Employer and the Lodge. 

ARTICLE2 
RECOGNITION 

Section 2.1 Recognition. The Employer recognizes the Lodge as the sole and exclusive 
representative of all members in any and all matters relating to wages, hours, terms and 
conditions of employment, and the continuation, modification, or deletion of rn1 existing 
provision of this Agreement and for the administration of this Agreement. 

Section 2.2 Bargaining Unit. The bargaining unit covered by this Agreement shall consist of all 
full-time sworn police officers below the rank of Sergeant who are employed by the Employer. 
References throughout this Agreement to member or members shall mean employees within the 
bargaining unit, unless specified otherwise. 
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ARTICLE3 
LODGE SECURITY 

Section 3.1 Dues Deduction. The Employer agrees to deduct Lodge membership dues in the 
amount certified by the Lodge to the Employer, the first pay period of each month from the pay 
of all Lodge members. The Employer also agrees to deduct Lodge Initiation fees and 
assessments, in the amount certified by the Lodge to the Employer, the first pay period of each 
month, in which such fees and assessments are due, from the pay of any appropriate Lodge 
member. 

Once each calendar month, a warrant in the aggregate amount of the deductions made for that 
calendar month, together with a listing of the Lodge members for whom deductions were made, 
shall be forwarded to the Lodge. 

The Employer shall provide the Lodge with additional payroll deductions for the purpose of the 
Lodge providing additional employee benefits, provided that the Employer's payroll accounting 
system possesses sufficient capacity and capability for additional deductions. 

No other employee organization's dues shall be deducted from any member's pay for the duration 
of this Agreement. 

The Lodge agrees to hold the Employer hannless should any deductions be found to have been 
unlawfully, illegally or improperly talcen. Further, to the extent permitted by law, the Lodge 
agrees to indemnify the Employer and, at the Employer's request, to provide legal counsel in 
defending any action claiming that a deduction has been unlawfully, illegally or improperly 
made and will further reimburse the Employer for any payments made by the Employer as a 
result of any finding by an administrative agency or court of law that it has unlawfully, illegally 
or improperly made deductions. 

Section 3.2 Fair Share Fee. 

A. Members who are not members of that Lodge shall, as a condition of employment, 
pay to the Lodge a fair share fee. The amoimt of the fair share fee shall be 
determined by the Lodge, but shall not exceed dues paid by members of the Lodge 
who are in the bargaining units. Such fair share fee shall be certified by the Lodge 
to the Employer at such time during the tenn of this Agreement as necessary to be 
accurate. Such payment shall be subject to an internal Lodge rebate procedure 
meeting all requirements of state and federal law. 

B. . For the duration of this Agreement, such fair share fee shall be automatically 
deducted by the Employer from the payroll check of each member who is not a 
member of the Lodge. The automatic deduction shall be made in the first pay 
period of each month. The Employer agrees to furnish the Financial Secretary of 
the Lodge once each calendar month, a warrant in the aggregate amount of the 
fair share fees deducted for that calendar month, together with a listing of the 
members for whom said deductions are made. 
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The automatic deduction shall be initiated by the Employer whenever a 
bargaining unit employee who is not a member of the Lodge has completed his or 
her first sixty (60) days of employment. 

The Lodge agrees to hold the Employer hannless should any deductions be found 
to have been unlawfully, illegally or improperly taken. Further, to the extent 
permitted by law, the Lodge agrees to indemnify the Employer and, at the 
Employer's request, provide legal counsel in defending any action claiming that a 
deduction has been unlawfully, illegally or improperly made and will further 
reimburse it for any payments made by the Employer as a result of any finding by 
an administrative agency or court of law that it has illegally or improperly made 
deductions. 

Section 3.3 Bulletin Boards. The Lodge shall be permitted to maintain a Lodge bulletin board 
at Department headquarters. The location of the board will be determined by the Chief and will 
be reasonably accessible to all members. Lodge bulletins and Lodge material will be permitted 
to be posted on this board. Non-bargaining unit members shall not be permitted to remove, add 
to, or alter the material posted on this board. Any material which contains obscene, racially, 
sexually offensive information or partisan political activity shall be brought to the attention of a 
Grievance Representative for immediate removal. If no Grievance Representative is available, 
or fails to immediately remove the item, the item may be removed by the on-duty supervisor, 
dated, initialed and provided to a Lodge Grievance Representative. 

Section 3.4 Meeting Locations. The Lodge shall be permitted, upon providing prior 
notification to the Chief, to hold meetings for members at police headquarters or other City 
buildings, rooms, or facilities. The notification required under this Section shall be in writing, 
shall be delivered to the Chief or designee at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time of the 
meeting, and shall state the date, time, and requested location of the meeting. 

The Employer agrees to hold the requested location open for use by the Lodge on the date and at 
the time specified in the Lodge's notification to the Chief. However, if it is not practicable for 
the Employer to provide the requested location to the Lodge, the Employer will so notify the 
Lodge and make every effort to provide for an alternate meeting location in another City 
building, room, or facility. No member shall attend the above-referenced meetings while on duty 
without receiving prior approval from the Chief or designee. In the event the Chief or designee 
are not present nor available, or it is not practical to contact said individuals, prior approval shall 
then be obtained from the then on-duty supervisor. No member of the Lodge shall be obligated 
or asked to divulge to the Employer information discussed at said meetings. 

Section 3.5 Ballot Boxes. The Lodge shall be permitted, upon prior notification to the Chief, to 
place a ballot box at Department headquarters for the purpose of collecting members' ballots on 
all Lodge issues subject to ballot. Such box shall be the property of the Lodge and neither the 
ballot box nor its contents shall be subject to the Department's review. 
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Section 3.6 Use of Intra-Departmental Mail And E-Mail System. The Lodge shall be 
permitted to utilize the intra-Departmental mail system and e-mail system for the purpose of 
providing information to members pertaining to Lodge business or bargaining unit 
representation. The Lodge agrees that the use of these systems will be reasonable and limited to 
providing information that is necessary for the normal conduct of Lodge business or bargaining 
unit representation. The Lodge also agrees and understands that with respect to the City's e-mail 
system, there shall be no reasonable expectation of privacy and that all e-mail is subject to 
monitoring by the City. E-mail messages may be monitored by the City for specific reasons, 
such as evaluating the effectiveness of the operation of the e-mail system, finding lost messages, 
investigation of suspected criminal acts, breach of security or other policies, and recovery from 
system failures. The City shall refrain from accessing a member's e-mail, unless reasons for 
doing so are consistent with the City's need for supervision, control, and efficiency in the 
workplace. The Lodge also tmderstands that e-mail may be a public record subject to disclosure 
in the same manner as other records of the City, pursuant to applicable law. 

All intra-Deparhnental mail (other than e-mail) placed into the mail system by the Lodge shall be 
the property of the member to whom it is addressed, and such mail shall not be subject to the 
Employer's review. 

Section 3. 7 Lodge Business. Lodge representatives shall be permitted to transact official 
Lodge business at Department work sites at all reasonable times, provided that this shall not 
interfere with or interrupt normal Department operations. A Lodge representative will give 
advance notice and obtain approval from the Chief or designee if the Lodge intends to use the 
employer's facilities for Lodge business. In the Chief's or designee's absence, notice shall be 
given to and approval obtained from the shift supervisor at the time. Permission of the Chief or 
designee to use the facilities will not be withheld without a valid reason. 

ARTICLE4 
MANAGEMENT RIGHTS 

Section 4.1 Management Responsibilities. The Lodge recognizes the right and authority of the 
City, subject to the restrictions, modifications, and limitations of this Agreement, to administer 
the business of the City. In addition to other functions and responsibilities which are required by 
law, the Lodge recognizes that the City has and will retain the full right and responsibility to 
direct the operations of the Department, to promulgate reasonable rules and regulations and to 
otherwise exercise the prerogatives of management, which more particularly include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 

A. To manage and direct its employees, including the right to select, hire, promote, 
transfer, assign, evaluate, layoff and recall or to reprimand, suspend, discharge or 
discipline for just cause to maintain order among employees; 

B. To manage and determine the location, type and number of physical facilities, 
equipment, programs and the work to be perfonned; 
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C. To determine the Department's goals, objectives, programs and services and to 
utilize personnel in the manner designed to effectively meet these purposes. 

D. To determine the size and composition of the work force in the City's 
organizational structure, including the right to relieve employees from duty by 
layoff or job abolislnnent; 

E. To determine the hours of work and work schedules required to most efficiently 
operate; 

F. To determine when a job vacancy exists, the duties to be included in all job 
classifications and the standards of quality and performance to be maintained; 

G. To determine the necessity to schedule overtime and the amount required thereof; 

H. To maintain the security of records and other important information; 

I. To determine the overall budget; 

J. To maintain and improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the City's operations; 
and, 

K. To determine and implement necessary actions in emergency sihiations. 

The Lodge agrees that all of the functions, rights, powers, responsibilities, and authority of the 
Employer in regard to the operation of its work and business and the direction of its work force 
which the Employer has not specifically abridged, deleted, granted, or modified by the express 
and specific written provisions of this Agreement are and shall remain, exclusively those of the 
Employer and shall not be subject to the grievance procedure. 

ARTICLES 
LABOR/MANAGEMENT MEETINGS 

Section 5.1 Meetings. In the interest of smmd labor/management relations, to discuss pending 
issues and/or problems, and to promote a more harmonious labor/management relationship, up to 
three (3) representatives of the Employer shall meet with up to tlu·ee (3) representatives of the 
Lodge. Members who are serving as labor relations representatives for the Lodge shall be 
allowed reasonable time during their regular tour of duty to attend labor relations meetings. 
Attendance of members at said meetings cannot take any shift below minimum staffing levels as 
determined by the Department of Police. TI1ese meetings will be held at least semi-annually at 
mutually agreeable dates and times, but may be held more often by mutual agreement. 

An agenda will be exchanged by the parties at least three (3) calendar days in advance of the 
scheduled meeting with a list of matters to be discussed in the meeting m1d the names of the 
Lodge and Employer representatives who will be attending. All matters on the agenda will be 
discussed. By mutual agreement, the Employer and the Lodge may waive the exchange of m1 
agenda. 

6 



Final Draft Agreement 
FOP, Capital City Lodge No. 9 and City of Groveport 

The purpose of such meeting shall be to: 

A. Discuss the administration of this Agreement; 

B. Discuss grievances, when such discussions are mutually agreed to by the parties; 

C. Disseminate general information of interest to the Employer and the Lodge; 

D. Consider and discuss health and safety matters relating to members; and 

E. Discuss any other items affecting the labor/management relationship. 

ARTICLE6 
BARGAINING UNIT BUSINESS 

Section 6.1 Grievance Representatives. TI1e bargaining unit shall select three (3) Grievance 
Representatives, one of whom shall be designated as the Grievance Chairperson. The selection 
of these representatives shall be approved by the Lodge President who shall notify the Chief of 
their selection and any change thereto. 

A Grievance Representative, upon giving reasonable notice, and upon receiving approval from, 
his or her supervisor, shall be released with pay during regular working hours to investigate 
grievances, to consult with the Employer in addressing labor/management issues, to process 
grievances, or to assist in the settlement of disputes. Permission to perform these functions shall 
not be unreasonably denied. 

If written notice is provided to the Chief at least ten (10) days in advance, one (1) Grievance 
Representative will be released from duty to attend Lodge training sessions and conferences for a 
maximum of two days each calendar year. 

Section 6.2 Negotiating Committee. Lodge Team members may be permitted to attend Team 
meetings and negotiation preparation sessions during their duty hours, provided such attendance 
does not create any overtime obligation to the City and it does not take any shift below minimum 
staffing levels as determined by the Department. Time spent by a member attending Lodge 
Team work sessions, outside their scheduled shift, shall not constitute hours worked. 

ARTICLE? 
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 

Section 7.1 Grievance Defined. A grievance is an allegation that there has been a breach, 
misinterpretation or improper application oft11is Agreement. 

Section 7.2 Qualifications. A grievance may be initiated by an aggrieved member or by the 
Lodge. A grievance initiated by the Lodge shall be filed at Step Three. When a group of 
members desires to file a grievance involving each member of the group in a substantially 
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similar manner, the Lodge or the Grievance Representative may select one (I) member to 
process the grievance as the designated representative of the affected group. Termination 
grievances, if initiated, shall be filed directly at Step Four of the Grievance Procedure. A 
member has the right to file grievances and have them adjusted without the assistance of a Lodge 
Representative, as long as the adjustment is consistent with the terms of this Agreement. 

Section 7.3 Jurisdiction. Nothing in the Grievance Procedure shall deny members or the 
Lodge any rights available at law to achieve redress of their legal rights, including but not 
limited to, the right to file charges with the State Employment Relations Board. However, once 
a member or the Lodge elects to pursue a legal or administrative remedy in lieu of this Grievance 
Procedure and the court or administrative tribunal takes jurisdiction over the complaint, dispute 
or charge, the member and the Lodge are thereafter precluded from seeking a remedy under this 
procedure. 

Section 7.4 Grievance Withdrawal. Any member or the Lodge may withdraw a grievance at 
any point by submitting in writing a statement to that effect, or by permitting the time 
requirement at any Step to lapse without further appeal. Once a grievance is withdrawn, the 
member and/or the Lodge shall thereafter be precluded from filing a grievance or taldng any 
similar action based upon the incident or circumstance which gave rise to the initial grievance. 

Section 7.5 Time Limits and Representatives. Any grievance which is not answered within 
the stipulated time limits may be advanced to the next succeeding Step in the Grievance 
Procedure within the time frames set forth therein. All time limits on grievances may be waived 
by mutual written consent signed by the parties. The parties may, upon advance notice, bring 
additional representatives to any meeting in this Grievance Procedure, provided that the 
attendance of such representative may be beneficial in resolving the grievance and will not 
unduly disrupt or otherwise interfere witl1 the Grievance Procedure outlined herein. For 
purposes of computing time under this procedure, where the last day a grievant or respondent is 
required to act under the time limits set out in this Article falls on a holiday, the grievant's or 
respondent's scheduled day off, or during the grievant's or respondent's approved leave, the time 
limit for the act shall be automatically extended to the end of the next regularly scheduled work 
day for such person. Furthermore, if an office specified for receipt of a grievance or the issuance 
of a response is closed for an entire day, which day is the last day of the time period prescribed 
for the filing of a grievance or the issuance of a response, then the grievant or respondent, as the 
case may be, will be permitted to file such grievance or issue such response on the next day on 
which such office is open. 

Section 7 .6 Grievance Form. Grievances shall be processed on the mutually agreed upon 
fonn. The Lodge shall be responsible for the printing and distribution of the grievance forms. 
The City shall permit the Lodge to use the Deparhnental computer system to the extent that the 
Lodge may develop a grievance fom1 template to be placed on the hard drive for purposes of 
filing and processing grievances. The Lodge Grievance Representative may save grievances on 
a compact disc. 

Section 7.7 Grievance Steps. All grievances must be processed at the proper step in the 
progression in order to be considered at the subsequent step. Any grievance that originates from 
a level above Step One of the grievance process may be submitted directly to the step or level 
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from which it originates. Whenever a grievance originates at Step Four, a copy of the grievance 
shall be given to the Chief. Any Step in the Grievance Procedure may be waived on any 
grievance by mutual consent. The following Steps and procedures shall be utilized in the 
resolution of grievances: 

A. Step One - Immediate Supervisor 

1. A grievant shall first attempt to resolve a grievance by submitting the 
grievance in writing to the grievant's hmnediate supervisor. This 
grievance shall be submitted to his/her immediate supervisor within the 
earlier of ten (10) calendar days of the date the grievant first has 
knowledge of the events or circumstances giving rise to the grievance or 
within forty-five (45) days of the date these events or circumstances 
occurred. The supervisor shall note on the grievance fonn the date of its 
receipt. 

2. Within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of the grievance, the supervisor 
shall submit to the grievant and/or the grievance representative a written 
response to the grievance. 

B. Step Two - Chief 

1. Should the grievant not be satisfied with the response at Step Two, the 
grievant may file an appeal of the grievance to the Chief. The grievant 
shall initiate this appeal by delivering, within ten (! 0) calendar days after 
receipt of the Step Two response, a copy of the grievance form containing 
the written responses from prior Steps and any other pertinent documents 
to the Office of the Chief. The Chief shall note on the grievance form the 
date of its receipt. 

2. Within ten (I 0) calendar days after receipt of the grievance, the Chief shall 
investigate the grievance, and shall schedule and conduct a meeting to 
discuss the grievance with the grievant. The grievant may be represented 
by the Grievance Representative and/or other Lodge representative. The 
City Administrator may attend the meeting at the invitation of the Chief. 

3. At the meeting called for at this Step, the grievant and/or the Grievance 
Representative will be permitted to give a full explanation of the grievance 
and the material facts relating thereto. 

4. Within ten (10) calendar days after the meeting at this Step, the Chief shall 
submit to the grievant and the Grievance Representative a written response 
to the grievance, which response shall be signed and dated. 
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C. Step Three -Mayor 

1. Should the grievant not be satisfied with the response at Step Three, the 
grievant may file an appeal of the grievance to the Mayor. The grievant 
shall initiate this appeal by delivering, within ten (10) calendar days after 
receipt of the Step Three response, a copy of the Grievance Form 
containing the written responses from prior Steps, and any other pertinent 
docmnents, to the Office of the City Administrator. 

2. The grievance shall be heard by the Mayor or designated representative, 
within ten (10) calendar days at a meeting called to consider the grievance. 
This time period may be extended by mutual agreement of the parties. The 
grievant may be represented by the Grievance Representative and/or other 
Lodge Representative at this meeting. Within ten (10) calendar days after 
the meeting, the Mayor or its designated representative shall submit to the 
grievant and Grievance Representative a written response to the grievance, 
which response shall be signed and dated. 

Should the grievant not be satisfied with the response to the grievance at 
Step Four, the grievant shall notify the Grievance Representative of the 
grievant's desire to proceed to arbitration. The Grievance Representative 
will present the grievant's request for arbitration to the Lodge President. 
Should the Lodge President, or designee, determine to proceed to 
arbitration with the grievance, the Lodge President shall so notify the City 
Administrator by written notification. This written notification shall be 
delivered to the office of the City Administrator within fourteen (14) 
calendar days after the grievant's receipt of the Mayor's written response. 

D. Step Four - Arbitration. 

1. In the event the grievance is not referred to arbitration within the time limits 
prescribed, the grievance shall be considered resolved based upon the Step 
Four reply. 

2. Upon receipt of a request for arbitration, the City and the Lodge shall, jointly 
agree to an Arbitrator or request a list of seven (7) impartial labor 
Arbitrators from the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) 
who have a business or residential address in Ohio and who are members 
of the National Academy of Arbitrators. Upon receipt of the list of seven 
(7) arbitrators, the parties shall select an arbitrator. The parties shall use 
the alternate strike met11od from the list of seven (7) arbitrators submitted 
to the parties by the FMCS. The first strike shall be by coin-toss and the 
parties shall then alternate in this mmmer until one (1) nrune remains on 
the list. The remaining name shall be designated as the Arbitrator to hear 
the dispute in question. Either pmiy shall have the right to elect to reject 
the list in its entirety and to request the submission of a new seven (7) 
member panel, which election may only be exercised once. If the Lodge 
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and City have not jointly agreed to an arbitrator or neither party has made 
a request to the FMCS for a list of seven (7) arbitrators within 60 days of 
the Lodge's written notice to arbitrate the grievance, the grievance shall be 
considered resolved and the issue will no longer be subject to the 
arbitration process. All procedures relative to the hearing shall be in 
accordance with the rules and regulations of the FMCS. The Arbitrator 
shall hold the arbitration promptly and issue a decision within a reasonable 
time thereafter. 

3. The Arbitrator shall detennine the grievance in accordance with the tenns of 
the Agreement in effect on the date of the incident giving rise to the 
grievance. 

4. The Arbitrator shall not have t11e authority to add to, subtract from, 
modify, change or alter any provision of this Agreement. The Arbitrator 
shall be confined solely to the issues submitted for arbitration. The 
Arbitrator shall not establish any new or different wage rates not 
negotiated as part of this Agreement. In cases of discharge or of 
suspension t11e Arbitrator shall have the authority to order modification of 
said discipline for the offense charged. In the event of a monetary award, 
the Arbitrator shall limit any retroactive settlement to no earlier time than 
forty-five (45) calendar days prior to tl1e date the grievance was first 
presented. 

5. The question of arbitrability of a grievance may be raised by either party 
before the arbitration hearing of the grievance, on tl1e grounds that the 
matter is nonarbitrable or beyond the arbitrator's jurisdiction. The first 
question to be placed before the A1bitrator will be whether or not alleged 
grievance is arbitrable. If the Arbitrator determines the grievance is not 
arbitrable, the A1bitrator shall render no decision on the merits. 

6. The decision of the Arbitrator shall be final and binding upon tlm Lodge, 
the member and the City. Any cost involved in obtaining the list of 
arbitrators shall be equally divided between the City and the Lodge. All 
costs directly related to the service of the Arbitrator shall be divided 
equally between the City and t11e Lodge. Expenses, if any, of the 
witnesses shall be borne by the party calling the witness, except that 
member witnesses on duty time shall not lose any wages due from the 
City. The fees of the court reporter shall be paid by the party asking for 
one. The fees of the court reporter shall be split equally if both parties 
desire a court reporter's recording, or request a copy of any transcript. The 
City shall not incur any ove1time expense as a result of this provision. 

Section 7.8 Time Off for Presenting Grievances. A grievant and Grievance Representative 
shall be allowed reasonable time to pursue a grievance during their regular tours of duty with 
prior approval of t11eir respective supervisors, provided that nonnal Departmental operations 
shall not thereby be interfered with or interrupted. Grievance meetings shall, to the extent 
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possible, be held during the grievant's tour of duty. The Grievance Representative and/or the 
grievant must obtain prior approval from their respective supervisor(s) before conducting 
meetings with each other or with other members while on duty, which approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld. The Grievance Representative shall be allowed reasonable time, as 
approved by the supervisor, during the Representative's regular tour of duty, to conduct a proper 
investigation of each grievance, which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld. Grievance 
meetings will be held at mntually agreeable times. 

ARTICLES 
INTERNAL REVIEW PROCEDURES 

Section 8.1 Scope. The investigative procedures set forth in this Article shall be followed 
whenever a member is suspected of or charged with an act which could result in disciplinary 
action or criminal charges being filed against the member. 

Section 8.2 Informal Process for Non-Serious Complaints or Offenses. In recognition of the 
fact that many types of complaints are of a very minor or non-serious nature which can be 
resolved at an initial, informal stage, the following procedures may be adhered to where an 
informal resolution is likely to occur. 

Following the receipt of information that could lead to counseling or result in minor discipline 
(i.e., no more than an oral reprimand), an infonnal process may be initiated. The investigating 
supervisor may approach the accused member and attempt to gather facts a member about any 
incident or allegation of misconduct. At that time, the investigating supervisor shall notify the 
member of the nature of the concern or complaint. If the matter cam1ot be resolved at this 
infonnal level, the official investigative procedure as specified in the remaining sections of this 
Article shall be followed. Cases processed and resolved at the infonnal level may result in no 
more than counseling or an oral reprimand, and a review of any discipline may be sought by the 
member through the grievance procedure. 

Section 8.3 Notification of Investigation. For matters not covered by the infonnal process set 
forth in Section 8 .2, above, a member shall be informed of the nature of the investigation 
(whether disciplinary or criminal) at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to any questioning, and 
the member shall be provided written notice of the specific factual allegations made against the 
member, including a copy of the written complaint. Any request made by the member and/or his 
or her Lodge Representative or Lodge Attorney for any records relative to the investigation, not 
deemed confidential by the Ohio Public Records Act, shall be honored and responded to prior to 
any questioning of the member. The member and/or his or her Lodge Representative or Lodge 
Attorney shall be given a reasonable period of time to review the requested records prior to any 
questioning of the member. 

Section 8.4 Right to Representation. All questioning sessions shall be scheduled so that the 
member has an opportunity to obtain representation from the Lodge. The Lodge Representative 
or Lodge Attorney shall be permitted to be present at any questioning and shall be afforded a 
reasonable opportunity to consult with the member during questioning. 
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Section 8.5 Conduct of Questioning. As used in this A1iicle, questioning refers to any 
investigation, internal affairs interview, or other interrogation where the member is to be 
questioned about a matter that could lead to discipline. The following rights are accorded to the 
member subject to questioning: 

A. Any questioning of a member will be conducted at hours reasonably related to the 
member's shift, preferably during the member's working hours. Such sessions 
shall be for reasonable periods of time, and time shall be allowed during such 
questioning for rest periods and for a member's attendance to physical 
necessities. 

B. If criminal charges are contemplated, the member shall be informed of his or her 
constitutional rights in advance of any questioning; and, the member may not be 
disciplined for refusing to answer questions or participate in the investigation. 

C. Before a member may be charged with insubordination or like offenses for 
refusing to answer questions or participate in any administrative (i.e., non­
criminal) investigation, the member shall be given a "Garrity" warning, ordered to 
answer questions, and advised that such conduct, if continued, may be made the 
basis for such a charge. 

D. Except at the infonnal level as referenced in Section 8.2, the Employer shall make 
reasonable attempts to record or get a written statement from the affected member 
and any potential witnesses to the matter under investigation. Recordings may 
also be made of the member's interview by the member and/or his/her Lodge 
Representative or Lodge Attorney. The member and his/her Lodge Representative 
or Lodge Attorney will be afforded the opportunity, upon written request directly 
to the Chief or designee, to listen and to make personal notes regarding a 
recording or written statement. 

E. Any statements or evidence obtained in the course of questioning through the use 
of threats, coercion or promises other than notification that the member may be 
charged with insubordination, shall not be admissible in any subsequent criminal 
action or internal proceeding. However, explaining to a member that potential 
corrective action could result if the member continues to refuse to answer 
questions or participate in an investigation shall not be considered as such threats, 
coercion or promises, subject to provisions of this subparagraph. 

F. In the course of questioning, a member may only be given a polygraph 
examination or other purported truth verification examination with his/her 
consent. The results of this examination cannot be used in any subsequent 
criminal action. Where consent is given, a polygraph examiner shall be chosen by 
mutual agreement of the Employer and the Lodge. 

Section 8.6 Access to Recordings and Documents. Once the investigation is completed, and 
no later than two (2) days after requested and reasonably in advance of any pre-disciplinary 
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conference, the member who is subject to questioning and his or her Lodge representative or 
Lodge attorney will be provided access to transcripts, records, written statements, and recordings 
pertinent to the investigation, including transcripts of questioning and responses to polygraph 
examination. 

Section 8.7 Application to Witness. Sections 8.4 and 8.5 shall be applicable to any member 
interviewed as a witness to a matter under investigation pursuant to this Article, unless the 
investigation is relating to criminal charges. Such a member shall also be advised prior to any 
questioning of the nature of the investigation (whether disciplinary or criminal) and shall be 
provided the specific factual allegations made against the member under investigation, including 
a copy of the written complaint. 

Section 8.8 Citizen Complaint. Whenever a citizen malces a complaint against a member, the 
Chief or his designee shall request the citizen to put the complaint in writing. If the citizen does 
not provide a written complaint, the Chief or his designee shall prepare a written summary of the 
complaint. In the absence of readily available corroborating evidence, anonymous and third­
party complaints against members shall not form the basis for investigation 311d questioning 
under Section 8.5 and such complaints shall be classified as unfounded. 

ARTICLE9 
DISCIPLINE 

Section 9 .1 Discipline for Cause. The tenure of every member shall be during good behavior 
and efficient service. No member who has completed his/her probationary period, shall be 
reprimanded, suspended, reduced in pay or rank, or removed, except for just cause. 

Section 9 .2 Progressive Discipline. Except in instances where a member engages in serious 
misconduct, discipline will be applied in a progressive m31mer. Progressive discipline shall talce 
into account the nature of the violation, a member's record of discipline, and the member's record 
of conduct. 

In all instances of discipline, the Employer shall only impose a disciplinary penalty 
commensurate with the offense, which, where practicable, may assist the member in correcting 
whatever action or behavior is deemed inappropriate. Nothing herein precludes the Employer 
from utilizing positive steps, including counseling, to correct a membe1,s inappropriate action or 
behavior. 

When disciplinary action is first proposed, the member or his or her Lodge Representative will 
be allowed 311 opportunity, if requested, to meet with the appropriate supervisor BF to discuss the 
proposal. 

Section 9.3 Disciplinary Action. The prerogative to issue oral reprimands and written 
reprimands is solely within the Departmental Chain of Command. Where there is reason to 
believe that a member is guilty of 311 offense which might lead to suspension, reduction in pay or 
rank, demotion, or removal, the Chief has the responsibility to prefer charges and the proposed 
penalty against the member, which charges shall be heard in a Pre-Disciplinary Conference, as 
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established in Section 9.4. In preferring charges, the Chief shall provide the member with 
written notice of the charges and provide the member access to all evidence supporting the 
charges. 

Disciplinary actions shall in all cases be dealt with in a confidential manner. Specifically, 
members who are or who may be the subject of any disciplinary action and supervisors who take 
or are considering taking any disciplinary action shall refrain from discussing or otherwise 
disclosing such action to any persons except those who are entitled by law to such inforn1ation. 
Whenever a written communication is transmitted to a higher supervisory authority in which 
matters are discussed which, if true, could become the basis of disciplinary action against a 
member, whether or not such disciplinary action is subsequently taken, the member who is the 
subject of such communication shall be given a copy of it at the time of its transmittal. This 
requirement does not apply to communications regarding a criminal investigation. 

Section 9.4 Pre-disciplinary Conference. When charges are preferred by the Chief, a Pre­
disciplinary Conference shall be scheduled to give the member an opportunity to respond to the 
charges. Pre-disciplinary Conferences will be conducted by the Mayor, or designee. 

Not less than three (3) calendar days prior to the scheduled Pre-disciplinary Conference, the 
Chief will provide the member with written notice of the preferred charges. A request for a 
continuance will not be unreasonably denied. TI1e member may choose to: 1) appear at the 
Conference to present an oral or written statement in his or her defense; 2) appear at the 
Conference with a Lodge Representative and/or Lodge Attorney; or 3) elect to waive (in writing) 
the opportunity to have a Pre-disciplinary Conference. 

At the Pre-disciplinary Conference, the Mayor or designee will ask the member or the member's 
Lodge Representative and/or Lodge Attorney to respond to the preferred charges. At the Pre­
Disciplinary Conference, the member, or his or her Lodge Representative and/or Lodge 
Attorney, shall be pennitted to offer testimony and evidence in the member's defense, call 
witnesses material to the member's defense, and confront the member's accusers. The member 
or his or her Lodge representative and/or Lodge attorney shall provide a list of witnesses to the 
Mayor or designee, as far in advance as possible, but no later than two (2) calendar days prior to 
the Pre-disciplinary Conference. It is the member's responsibility to notify his or her witnesses 
that their attendance at the Pre-disciplinary Conference is desired. 

Pre-Disciplinary Conferences shall be recorded. A copy of the recording shall be furnished to 
the member or his Lodge Representative or Lodge Attorney, upon request, within forty-eight 
(48) hours of the close of the Conference. The member may also record the Conference. 

A written report and decision will be prepared by the Mayor or designee, summarizing the 
findings of fact and disciplinary penalty to be imposed, if any. A copy of this written report will 
be delivered to the member or his or her Lodge Representative and/or Lodge Attorney within 
fomteen (14) calendar days following the Conference. No public statements shall be made by 
the employer regarding the final decision, until the written decision has been given to the 
member. Any imposition of discipline shall be accomplished in such a manner that will not 
embarrass the member before other members or the public. 
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Section 9.5 Anneal. A member may elect to appeal the disposition made by the City 
Administrator or designee directly to arbitration, with the approval of the Lodge President, as 
provided in Section 7.7(D) of this Agreement. Written notice from the Lodge President of the 
Lodge's intent to file for Arbitration must be received by the Mayor or designee, within fourteen 
(14) calendar days of the Lodge President's, or his/her Office Staffs, receipt of the written 
disposition by the Mayor or designee. 

ARTICLE 10 
PERSONNEL FILES 

Section 10.1 Personnel File - General. One, and only one, personnel file shall be maintained 
for each member and shall be in the custody of the City's Persom1el Director. The personnel file 
shall contain all the official records of the City regarding an individual member. Members may 
review their personnel file at reasonable times in the presence of the Personnel Director upon 
written request to the Personnel Director. Copies of documents contained in the file shall be 
made available to the member at no cost to the member. All such copies shall be marked "copy". 
The confidentiality of matters contained in the persom1el files shall be the responsibility of the 
Personnel Director who shall release only such information that is determined to be a public 
record or is otherwise required by law. No anonymous material of any type shall be included in 
the member's official personnel files. 

When a request is made by any private citizen or party to review records contained in a 
member's personnel file, the City will immediately notify the member of that request by calling 
the member's telephone and sending an email to the member's City email address. If possible, 
the member will be granted the opportw1ity to review the requested records before granting the 
public request. In every case where records pertaining to a member are provided to a person or 
entity other than the City or the Lodge, the City shall provide copies of the records to the 
member, and notify the member oftl1e identity of the party requesting the records, if known, and 
the date and time that such request was (or will be) honored. 

Section 10.2 Copies of Records in Personnel Files. A copy of any record or document which 
has been placed in and/or removed from the member's personnel file shall be provided to the 
member at the time of its placement or removal, except where tl1e record or document originates 
from the member or has been otherwise provided to the member. If removed, the copy shall be 
signed and dated. Any record, in any file created or maintained by the City, except those deemed 
confidential by the Ohio Public Records Act, shall be accessible to the member upon request. If 
an unfavorable or inaccurate statement or notation is placed in a member's official personnel file, 
the member shall be given the right to place a statement of rebuttal or explanation in his or her 
file. If a member requests tlmt a record be removed from the personnel file because it is 
inaccurate, the Personnel Director shall either correct or remove the faulty document, or attach 
the member's rebuttal or explanation to the document. 

Section 10.3 Duration of Records. All actions of records, including appointment, evaluations, 
promotions, transfers, demotions, written reprimands, dismissals, and suspensions, will be 
maintained in each member's perso1mel file throughout his period of employment with tlrn 
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following exceptions: Records of oral reprimands will be removed from the file upon the written 
request of the member, and shall have no further force and effect, one year after the date of the 
incident for which such reprimand was issued, provided no further disciplinary action has 
occurred within that period of time. Records of written reprimands will be removed from the file 
upon the written request of the member, and shall have no further force and effect, three years 
after the date of the incident for which such was given, provided no further disciplinary action 
has occurred within that two year period of time. Records of suspensions and demotions will be 
removed from the file upon the written request of the member, and shall have no further force 
and effect, three years after the date of the incident for which such discipline was given, provided 
no further disciplinary action has occurred within that four year period of time. In any case in 
which a written reprimand, suspension, demotion or dismissal is disaffirmed on appeal through 
the grievance procedure or otherwise, the personnel record shall be amended and records of 
discipline that have been disaffirmed shall be removed from the member's file. Copies of 
commendations, letters of appreciation, and training ce1iificates or records, shall also be 
maintained in the personnel file. 

ARTICLE 11 
LAYOFFS/JOB ABOLISHMENT 

Section 11.1 Action. When the City determines that a layoff or job abolishment is necessary, 
the City shall notify the affected Members twenty eight (28) days in advance of the layoff or job 
abolishment. The least senior Member shall be first laid off and any layoffs thereafter shall be in 
reverse seniority. No Member may be laid off unless all non-bargaining unit law enforcement 
officers below the rank of sergeant have been laid off or separated from service; and, during the 
period of any layoff for a Member, no non-bargaining unit law enforcement officer below the 
rank of sergeant may be employed by or perform any services for the City. 

The City agrees to discuss with the Lodge the impact of the layoff or job abolishments on 
Members prior to the City's notification to the affected Members, provided the City retains the 
right to determine all aspects of the layoff except as otherwise set forth in this Article. 

Section 11.2 Recall and Reinstatement. When Members are to be laid off; the City shall 
create a recall list. The City shall recall Members from layoff as needed. The recall shall be 
according to seniority beginning with the most senior Member and progressing to the least senior 
Member. A Member shall be eligible for recall for a period of two (2) years after the effective 
date of the layoff. 

Notice of recall from a layoff shall be sent to the Members by certified mail with copies to the 
Lodge. TI1e mailing shall be to the last mailing address provided by the Member and the 
Member has m1 obligation to keep the City advised of his current mailing address. 

The recalled Member shall have ten (10) calendar days following the receipt of the recall notice 
to notify the City of his intention to return to work and shall have twenty-one (21) calendar days 
following the receipt of the recall notice in which to report to duty, unless a different date is 
otherwise specified. 
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Section 11.3 Displacement of employees. Nothing in this Article shall be construed as 
prohibiting sergeants or lieutenants from bumping into a bargaining unit position in the event of 
a layoff based on total service with the Groveport police department. 

ARTICLE 12 
MISCELLANEOUS NON ECONOMIC 

Section 12.1 Senioritv. Seniority will be based on each Member's continuous time served as a 
full-time sworn law enforcement officer with the City (including continuous time as a sworn law 
enforcement officer with the Village of Groveport). Any lawful separation from employment 
with the City, including but not limited to retirement, resignation and termination, will constitute 
a break in continuous service. Any Member who is restored to service from a disability 
separation/retirement or is recalled from layoff shall be credited with seniority for all continuous 
service prior to the date of their disability separation or layoff. In addition, an employee who is 
promoted to a non-bargaining unit position and later returns to a bargaining mtit position shall be 
entitled to the service they had at the time of promotion, however, time spent in a non-bargaining 
unit position shall not count for purposes of seniority in accordance with this agreement. 

Time spent on an approved but unpaid leave of absence of up to twelve (12) weeks shall count 
towards seniority. An employee reinstated from an unpaid leave longer that twelve (12) weeks 
shall be credited with the seniority they had at the time such leave cmmnenced. 

Section 12.2 Communicable Disease Testing. The City will pay for any medically appropriate 
testing for Members who may have been exposed to communicable diseases while in the 
performance of their duties. 

Section 12.3 Health and Safety. It is agreed that safety is a prime concern and responsibility of 
the City, the Members, and the Lodge. In this regard: 

A. The City agrees to provide safe working conditions and equipment for Members. 

8. The Member accepts the responsibility to follow all safety rules and safe working 
methods of the City. All unsafe working conditions shall be reported by the Member to 
his supervisor as soon as any unsafe working condition is known. 

C. The City and the Lodge shall consider and discuss safety and health related matters and 
explore ideas for improving safety at the Labor Relations Committee meetings. 

Section 12.4 Duty Weapon upon Retirement. Members who retire from service with the 
Police Deparhnent with a minimum of 15 years service credit, or a pennanent disability, will be 
permitted to purchase their service firearm for $1.00. 

Section 12.5 Probationary Periods. Newly hired Members shall serve a twelve (12) month 
probationary period from their hire date. The City may remove a probationary employee at any 
time during his probationary employee and such decision shall not be subject to arbitration as set 
fmih in this agreement. Any probationary Member who is off duty on an approved leave for 
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thirty (30) or more calendar days shall have their probationary period extended for the same time 
period that they were on leave. 

Section 12.6 New Work Rules. The City agrees that new or amended written departmental 
policies adopted after the effective date of this Contract shall be reduced to writing, and provided 
to Lodge representatives and all Members in advru1ce of their enforcement. Any allegation by a 
Member or the Lodge that a work rule is in violation of this Contract shall be the proper subject 
of a grievance. No Member shall be disciplined for an alleged violation of a work rule, which 
has not been promulgated as set forth in Section 12.6 of the Agreement. 

ARTICLE 13 
REGULAR WORK PERIODS AND OVERTIME 

Section 13.1 Workweek and Definitions. The workweek shall consist of forty (40) hours with 
consecutive days worked. Workday is understood to mean the day on which the shift begins. 
"Paid Status" shall include hours worked ru1d all hours for any approved time off from work for 
which the Member is entitled to compensation. 

Section 13.2 Regular Assignments and Schedules. 

(A). Not later than November 1, the Chief of Police, or designee, will detennine and post all patrol 
assignments and work schedules for bargaining unit members for the next calendar year. Within 
t11irty (30) calendar days of the first date of posting, bargaining unit members shall, in order of 
seniority, designate which work schedule they desire for the following year. All assigrmients 
resulting from this bid process shall be posted no later than December 31. 

(B). When aJIY vacancy in an assignment for bargaining unit members is determined for other thaJl 
regular patrol (e.g., DARE, Investigative, K-9), the vacant assignment shall be posted by the Chief 
of Police. Within thirty (30) calendar days after the posting, the Chief of Police shall select the most 
qualified caJididate to fill the vacancy. Employees must have a minimum of five years of seniority 
to apply for vacaJicies imder this section. 

(C). Assigrmients that are filled pursuaJlt to Section (B) of this Article will be honored except when 
tlie Chief of Police, or designee, determines tliat a particular bargaining unit member's choice is 
inconsistent wifu Department goals and priorities, based on a demonstrated need, as supported by 
documentation. 

(D). If, during the year following the annual posting of patrol assigmnents, the Chief of Police 
determines that a work schedule vacaJicy exists within a patrol assignment, including temporary 
vacru1cies, such vacancy will be posted to notify bargaining unit members that they may submit a 
written request to be placed in the vacru1t assignment. Such written requests must be submitted to 
the Chief of Police, or designee, within ten (10) calendar days following t11e posting of the vacancy. 
All such requests will be grru1ted in accordance with the provisions of Sections (A) and (B) of this 
Article. 
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(E). The Chief of Police may assign probationary employees to any shift during the probationary 
period. Such employees shall have the right to participate in the shift bid process with the first bid 
that occurs after completion of his probationary period. 

Section 13.3 Overtime. All hours in paid status in excess of eighty hours (80) per bi-weekly 
pay period shall be compensated at the overtime rate of: one and one-half (1.5) times the 
Member's straight time hourly rate of pay. 

No Member shall be paid for overtime work, which has not been authorized by a supervisor. 
Clock changes resulting from the switch from or to Daylight Savings will not result in overtime 
or a reduction in pay. 

Section 13.4 Compensatory Time. Compensatory time shall be earned or granted to Members, 
at the election of the Member, in lieu of payment for overtime worked, and shall be earned at a 
rate consistent with this Article. The amount of compensatory time in a Member's bank is 
limited to forty ( 40) hours. Compensatory time is to be taken in a minimum of one-quarter (0.25) 
hour increments and shall be taken at times mutually convenient to the Member and the City. 

Section 13.5 Prep-Time Pay. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 13.3, members may 
elect to report to duty one-quarter (0.25) hour prior to the start of their shift, and shall be 
compensated for this pre-shift prep time at their regular rate of pay. 

Section 13.6 Court Pay. When a Memher is required by subpoena or order to make an 
appearance in court during off duty hours, a minimum of three (3) hours overtime shall be paid at 
one and one-half (Yz) times his regular rate of pay. The three (3) hour minimum pay will not 
apply in situations where the court time overlaps the begim1ing or ending of a Member's 
regularly scheduled work period. Actual time spent in excess of the work period will be used to 
calculate overtime in these cases. Whenever a Member's subpoena is cancelled less than two (2) 
hours before the time stated on the subpoena, the Member will be paid a minimum of three (3) 
hours at the Member's regular rate of pay. 

Members may elect to be placed on stand-by with the court by obtaining approval from the 
prosecutor, but stand-by under this provision will be in a nonpaid status. Any Member who 
elects to be placed on stand-by status will be considered released from stand-by, and will not be 
bound by the subpoena, if the Member does not receive an instruction to appear by the time 
stated on the subpoena or 12 p.rn., whichever is earlier. 

Section 13.7 Substitution (Trading) of Time. A Member, with the approval of a supervisor, 
may agree to trade work hours with another Member, so long as such trade occurs within the 
same workweek for both Members involved in the trade. 

Section 13.8 Call in Pay. When a Member is ordered to report to work at a time other than 
during the Member's regularly scheduled shift, the Member shall be paid for a minimum of three 
(3) hours pay at the rate of one and one-half (1 Yz) times the Member's straight time hourly rate of 
pay. TI1e three (3) hour minimum pay will not apply in situations where the period of the call-in 
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abuts the beginning or end of a scheduled work period; and, actual time spent in excess of the 
work period will be used to calculate overtime in such cases. 

Section 13.9 Variable Work Hours. Members may alter their daily work schedule with the 
approval of their immediate supervisors (flex time). If such a request is approved, the Member 
shall be compensated at his/her regular rate of pay for the first eight hours worked. Such hours 
must be flexed within the same bi-weekly pay period. 

Section 13.10 Overtime Sign-up. All overtime assignments shall be offered to the Members 
who are available to work such assignments. When there is sufficient time to do so, overtime 
assignments shall be posted and filled by the Members who first sign-up for such assignments. 
If a Member selected to work an overtime assignment is unable to work the assignment, it is the 
Member's responsibility to obtain a replacement; and, a supervisor must approve any such 
replacement. 

ARTICLE 14 
VACATION AND PERSONAL LEA VE 

Section 14.1 Vacation Time. The following shall be the vacation accrual rate for Members: 

Years of Service Honr.:: Ancrued Per Year 

1 through 5 years 80 hours 

6 through 10 years 120 hours 

11 through 15 years 160 hours 

16 through 20 years 184 hours 

after 20 years 200 hours 

Section 14.2 Personal Days. Each Member will receive one (1) personal day off per calendar 
year. A Member's request to use a personal day shall be granted so long as the request is 
submitted to the Member's immediate supervisor at least twenty-four (24) in advance. A request 
to use a personal day may be granted, at the discretion of the Member's immediate supervisor, if 
the request is submitted less than twenty-four (24) hours in advance. Members will be paid for 
any personal days not utilized during the calendar year as part of the payroll for the last pay 
period that begins in December of each year. 

Section 14.3 Vacation Scheduling. Vacation shall be scheduled in accordance with the annual 
vacation bid process. If a conflict arises between vacation picks, the vacation will be scheduled 
based on the Members' seniority. In addition to vacation scheduled through the annual vacation 
bid process, vacation may be granted with supervisor approval on a first-come I first-served 
basis. 
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Section 14.4 Vacation Carry-Over. Members may carry vacation time over from one calendar 
year to the next. Members may carryover the equivalent of one year of vacation accrual plus the 
amount accrued since the member's anniversary date. 

ARTICLE 15 
RATES OF PAY/WAGES 

Section 15.1 Wages. Effective January I, 2013 through December 31, 2013, the following wage 
structure shall be in place for members: 

Rank Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 

Police $46,009.60 $50,689.60 $55,390.40 $60,091.20 $64,792.00 

Officer $22.12/hour $24.37/hour $26.63/hour $28.89/hour $31.15/hour 

Effective January I, 2014 through December 31, 2014 the following wage structure shall be in 
place for members: 

Rank Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 

Police $47,382.40 $52,208.00 $57,054.40 $61,900.80 $66,726.40 

Officer $22.78/hour $25 .IO/hour $27.43/hour $29.76/hour $32.08/hour 

Effective January I, 2015 through June 30, 2015, the following wage structure shall be in place 
for members: 

Rank Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 

Police $48,796.80 $53,768.00 $58,760.00 $63,752.00 $68,723.20 

Officer $23 .46/hour $25.85/hour $28.25/hour $30.65/hour $33.04/hour 

Section 15.2 Appointment and Advanced Step Hiring. The City Administrator, when making 
appointments to the rank of Police Officer, shall be authorized to recognize the past experience of 
applicants in determining their placement within the step system. 

Section 15.3 Police Officer Step Advancement. Members hired after the effective date of this 
agreement shall advance to the next step of the wage scale after one (I) year of continuous 
service in each step. No further advancement will occur after a Member reaches Step 5 of the 
wage scale. 

Effective January I, 2013, members employed by the City on the effective date of this agreement 
shall be placed in the step that constitutes a pay increase. On July I, 2013, they shall proceed to 
the next step. This process shall continue on July I, 2014. Beginning on January 1, 2015, 
members employed by the City on the effective date of this agreement shall advance to the 
next step of the wage scale on the anniversary of their date of hil'e as a police officer for the 
City; however, any such members who have not advanced during 2015 to the next step of 
the wage scale by June 30, 2015, shall be advanced to the next step on that date. Once a 
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advanee llHtil the member reaches Step 5, after whieh there shall be no further advancement in 
the wage scale. 

Employees hired after the effective date of this agreement shall be entitled to step increases on 
their anniversary date until they reach Step 5. 

Section 15.4 Application of Pay Rates. The rates of pay set forth in Section 16.1 are based on 
full-time employment of forty (40) hours in a work week and 2,080 hours in a work year. These 
rates shall be used to calculate wages for hours in paid status for the appropriate pay range and 
step. 

Section 15.5 Retention and Experience Credit. All members shall receive, in addition to the 
pay rates established in Section 15.1, an amrnal payment based upon completed years of service 
with the City beginning at $700 per year upon attaining nine (9) years of service. For each 
additional year of service, this pay will increase by $25 for a maximmn payment of $1,250 per 
year. 

Each Member's retention and experience credit shall be pro-rated by pay period, by dividing the 
applicable credit by 2080 hours and adding the resulting amount to the Member's regular hourly 
rate of pay. 

Section 15.7 Shift Differential. Shift differential pay shall be added to each member's regular 
hourly rate under the following circumstances: 

For all time worked between the hours of 2 p.m. and 10 p.m., members shall receive shift 
differential at the rate of $0.75/hour; and, for all time worked between tile hours of 10 p.m. 
and 6 a.m., members shall receive shift differential at tile rate of $1.05/hour. 

Section 15.8 Pension Pick-Up. As additional compensation, the City shall continue to pick-up 
and pay 3% of the employee portion of the Police and Fire Pension Fund contribution. Such 
pick-up may only be reduced or eliminated, as follows: 

(a) The City may, in its sole discretion and at any time, reduce the percentage of pension 
pick-up by reducing any percentage of tile pension pick-up and immediately 
increasing each member's regular hourly rate of pay by the same percentage that the 
pick-up was reduced; or, 

(b) In the event t11at pension pick-up, in whole or in part, is prohibited by law or 
detennined to be unlawful (by act of the Ohio General Assembly or otherwise), the 
City shall eliminate any percentage of the pension pick-up that will no longer be 
permitted under law and immediately increase each member's regular hourly rate of 
pay by tile same percentage of the pick-up that was eliminated. (Any increase in the 
members' regular hourly rates of pay that occurs as a result of action taken in 
accordance with this paragraph shall be reflected in an amended wage table that will 
be provided by the City to all members on or before the date that the new wage rates 
become effective.) 
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ARTICLE 16 
RATES FOR MEMBERS FOLLOWING CERTAIN PERSONNEL ACTIONS 

Section 16.1 Officer-In-Charge. If any member is assigned to perform the duties of a higher 
rank, the member shall be paid hour-for-hour at the wage rate an additional one dollar fifty cents 
($1.50) for all hours during which the member perfonns such duties, provided the member 
performs such duties for at least two days in the same work week. The Chief of Police, or 
designee, shall determine which member shall serve as the Office-In-Charge (O.I.C.) on any shift 
for which a sworn supervisor is not working. Should the 0.I.C. be required to leave work during 
the shift, the most senior Member shall automatically become the O.I.C. unless another Member 
is designated by the Chief of Police or designee. 

Section 16.2 Return from Military Service. Any member who leaves City service to enter the 
active service of the Armed Forces of the United States, or any branch thereof, and who 
subsequently is reinstated to employment with the City, shall be entitled to receive compensation 
at the Step rate to which the member would have been entitled had service with the City not been 
interrupted by service in the Armed Services. 

Section 16.3 Field Training Officer Compensation. A member who is designated by the 
Chief or designee as Field Training Officer (FTO) shall be paid one (1) additional hour for eight 
(8) hours of service as an FTO. FTO compensation shall be based upon the member's regular 
hourly rate of pay. The additional one (!) hour of compensation shall be paid upon the 
completion of each eight (8) full hours of service as an FTO. 

Section 16.4 On-Call Allowance. The Chief or designee may require a member to be placed in 
on-call status, during which the member may be required to report for duty within a reasonable 
period after receipt of a telephone call directing the member to repo1t. For the period that the 
member is placed in an on-call status, the member shall be compensated at the rate of $1.00/hour. 

ARTICLE17 
UNIFORMS, EQUIPMENT, AND ALLOWANCES 

Section 17.1 Initial Issue. Upon initial appointment, the City shall provide each new Member 
all uniforms, unifonn parts, leather, and equipment that are required to be maintained by 
uniformed police officers employed by tlle Police Department. It is recognized that some of 
these items shall be considered the property of the City and are subject to return to the City upon 
separation from employment. 

Section 17 .2 Change in Issuance. Should the required issuance of uniforms, uniform parts, 
leather, or equipment for tlle entire Department be changed by the City, all members shall be 
provided the new uniforms, uniform parts, leather, or equipment at no cost to the members. 
Body Annor shall be replaced every five (5) years at the City's expense. 

Section 17.3 Plain Clothes Issue. A Member, upon initial transfer to a plain clothes 
assignment by the Chief of Police, shall receive an allowance of $1,000 for appropriate clotl1ing. 
Each member, if eligible, is entitled to this plain clothes initial issue only once during their 
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employment with the City. [It is acknowledged that this allowance shall be provided to the 
Members presently holding a plain clothes assignment on the effective date of this Agreement.] 

Section 17.4 Annual Uniform and Equipment Allowance. Each Member shall receive an 
annual uniform and equipment allowance in the amount of $800 for the purchase of uniforms, 
uniform parts, leather, and equipment. The allowance shall be used by the member to maintain 
his/her required uniform, uniform parts, leather, and equipment including necessary replacement 
thereof. The City shall pay the allowance to Members during the first full pay period in January 
of each year. 

Section 17.5 Required Purchases. Unifonned Members shall be required to purchase uniform 
parts and equipment as defined by appropriate orders, regulations, codes, or other policies of the 
Chief and City Administrator. Plain clothes member's will be expected to purchase tlw clothing 
and equipment necessary to function as a plain clothes officer, as required by appropriate orders, 
regulations, codes, or ot11er policies of the Chief and City Administrator. 

Section 17. 7 Damaged, Destroyed, Lost Personal Property. In general, personal property of 
a member, previously approved for City use, which is dan1aged, destroyed or lost in the line of 
duty, shall be replaced by the City, via a reimbursement procedure, up to a maximum value of 
$175.00 on a per occurrence basis. Requests for replacement of damaged or lost personal 
property must be submitted in writing to the Chief identifying the circumstances under which t11e 
damage or loss occuned and the type, brand name, model, value, condition prior to damage of 
said property, together with the damaged property. If such request is subsequently approved, the 
member shall be reimbursed for the purchase of replacement personal property which, in all 
respects, is substantially similar to that which was damaged or lost, up to the maximum value 
identified above, provided that the member submits a valid receipt identifying the type, brand 
name, model, dollar amount, etc. of the property purchased as a replacement. Specific 
exceptions to the above mentioned $175.00 maximtm1 reimbursement shall include initial issue 
items listed in Section 17 .1, eyewear and off-duty service weapons, the maximmn 
reimbursement for which shall be the replacement cost of said items. 

For purposes of this Section of the Contract, personal property shall include uniform parts issued 
in accordance with Section 18.1 (Initial Issue). 

Section 17.8 Termination. Upon separation from employment, Members shall return to the 
Deparh11ent all Department-issued uniforms and equipment in good condition, minus normal 
wear. 

Section 17.9 Retirement. Upon either service or disability retirement, which is considered "in 
good standing", the City Adminish·ator may permit a Member to purchase his or her issued 
service weapon for one dollar ($1.00). 
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ARTICLE 18 
HOLIDAYS 

Section 18.1 Paid Holidays. The following are designated as paid holidays for all members: 

New Year's Day (January 1) 
Martin Luther King Day (Third Monday of January) 
Memorial Day (Last Monday in May) 
Independence Day ( 4'11 of July) 
Labor Day (First Monday in September) 
Veteran's Day (November 11) 
Thanksgiving Day (Fourth Thursday in November) 
Day after Thanksgiving 
Christmas Eve Day (December 24) 
Christmas Day (December 25) 

Section 18.2 Holiday Pay. Each member shall receive eight (8) hours of holiday pay for each 
holiday specified in Section 18.1. In addition, a Member who works on a designated holiday 
shall receive holiday pay, plus compensation at one and one-half (1.5) times their regular rate of 
pay for all hours actually worked. The holiday for members working third shift shall be the shift 
that begins the day before the designated holiday and ends on the holiday (e.g., third shift 
holiday for July 4 begins at 10 p.m. on July 3 and ends at 6 a.m. on July 4). 

Section 18.3 Date Observed. The holidays set forth in this Article shall be observed on the day 
they fall on the calendar regardless of the date observed by other City employees. 

ARTICLE 19 
SICK LEA VE I OTHER LEAVES 

Section 19.l Accrual of Sick Leave. Sick leave shall accrue to each Member at the rate of 
5.5384 hours per eighty (80) hour pay period. 

Section 19.2 Sick Leave Incentive. Members with more than 480 hours of accrued sick leave 
may elect to convert up to 128 hours of sick leave to personal leave. Such conversion will be 
accomplished at a rate of25% (i.e., 1 hour of personal leave will be granted for every 4 hours of 
converted sick leave). The conversion provided in this Section shall be available to members 
once per calendar year. Such conversion cannot result in a member retaining less than 480 hours 
of sick leave. 

Section 19.3 Termination of Service. When a Member retires tmder 1he applicable pension 
system, he or she also will receive one (1) hour of pay for each four (4) hours of unused sick leave 
to his or her credit. 

If a Member dies while still employed by the City, all unused sick leave to his or her credit shall be 
paid in a lump sum to his or her surviving spouse, or secondarily, to his or her estate, at the rate set 
forth above. 
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If a member is killed in the line of duty, all unused and accumulated sick leave to his or her credit 
shall be paid hour for hour, at the rate in effect at the time of the member's death, in a lump sum, to 
his or her surviving spouse, or secondarily, to his or her estate. 

Section 19.4 Paid Injury Leave. All members shall be allowed injury leave with full regular 
salary not to exceed one thousand and forty (1,040) hours for each service c01mected injury (i.e., 
injuries for which a Member would be entitled to workers compensation benefits). Injury leave is 
available if the service connected injury prevents the member from performing the functions of his 
job. Injury leave with pay may be extended by the City Administrator upon such tem1s as the City 
Administrator may establish. Any injury leave extension decision by City Administrator is not 
subject to the Grievance Procedure. 

At the discretion of the Chief of Police, a member may be offered or required to work light duty if a 
work related injury prevents a member from perfonning all the functions of his job duties. Light 
duty is subject to proper medical authorization. 

Section 19.5 Injury Leave Administration. Injury leave may be granted to a member only for 
injuries detennined by a licensed physician to have so disabled such member that he or she cmmot 
perform the duties of his or her position. 

Section 19.6 Coordination Of Injury Leave With Workers' Compensation. Members 
receiving injury leave with pay shall be required to reimburse the City for any wage or salary 
benefits received by the member from the Bureau of Workers' Compensation for the time period for 
which injury pay is awarded. 

Section 19.7 Bereavement Leave. In the event of the death of a member's innnediate family 
member, the member shall be granted three (3) working days off with regular pay to attend the 
funeral or to attend to any other necessary business. If tl1e funeral occurs outside of the State of 
Ohio, the member may be granted a maximum of five (5) working days off with regular pay. 
Additional days may be approved by tl1e Mayor on a case-by-case basis. "Immediate fmnily" as 
used in this Section is defined as the member's: spouse, child (including step-child), parent, parents­
in-law, siblings, grm1dparent, grm1dchild, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, 
grm1dparent-in-law, legal guardia11 or person who sta11ds in tl1e place of a parent of the member or 
member's spouse. 

Section 19.8 Militarv Leave. All members who are members of the Ohio National Guard, the 
Ohio Defense Corps, the State and Federal Militia, or members of other reserve components of the 
Armed Forces of the United States are entitled to leave of absence from their respective duties 
witl1out loss of pay for such time as they are in the military service on field training or active duties 
for periods prescribed by law, or a total of twenty-two (22) work days or 176 hours in each calendm· 
year, whichever is greater. Should such service exceed twenty-two days or 176 hours, the member 
shall receive tl1e difference, if any, between his or her regular pay and military pay. 

Members are required to submit to the City an order or statement from the appropriate military 
co1nmm1der as evidence of such duty. There is no requirement that the service be in one continuous 
period of time. 
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Section 19.9 Court Leave. The City shall grant full pay where a member is smmnoned for any 
jury duty or subpoenaed as a witness by any court or other adjudicatory body. All compensation for 
such duty must be reimbm·sed to the City m1less such duty is perfonned totally outside of normal 
working hours. The City will not pay members when appearing in court for criminal or civil cases, 
when the case is being heard in connection with the member's personal matters, such as traffic 
comi, divorce proceedings, custody, appearing as directed with juvenile. These absences shall be 
leave without pay, or other paid leave (excluding sick leave) at the discretion of the member. A 
member shall request prior approval for court leave. 

ARTICLE20 
INSURANCE 

Section 20.1 Group Health Insurance. The City shall provide group health insurance (which 
includes pharmaceutical coverage) for all members. Such health insurance shall provide 
coverage that is the same as provided to non-bargaining unit employees of the City. 

Section 20.2 Vision Care Plan. The City will maintain vision coverage for all members at a 
level that is the same as provided to non-bargaining unit employees of the City. 

Section 20.3 Dental Care Plan. The City will maintain dental coverage for all members at a 
level that is the same as provided to non-bargaining m1it employees of the City. 

Section 20.4 Life Insurance. The City will maintain life insurance in the amount of the 
member's gross annual base salary. 

Section 20.5 Member Premium. Members will pay ten percent (10%) the premimn for the 
insurance coverage set forth in this Article. Effective January 1, 2013, bargaining unit member 
shall pay the same portion of the premium for the insurance coverage set fo1ih in this Article as 
paid by non-bargaining unit employees of the City provided that the amormt shall not exceed 
12.5% of the premium. Member premimns shall be deducted, pre-tax, and shall not be included 
in the members' gross wages for tax purposes. 

ARTICLE21 
GENERAL PROVISIONS I DURATION 

Section 21.1 Strikes/Lockouts. The Lodge recognizes that bargaining unit members are 
prohibited by State law from striking. In recognition of this prohibition, the Lodge shall meet 
any obligation imposed upon it by State law and shall respond to any reasonable request of the 
City to advise bargaining unit members that they are prohibited by State law from engaging in a 
strike, as defined in Chapter 4117 of the Ohio Revised Code. The City recognizes that it is 
prohibited by State law from instituting a lockout of bargaining unit members. The City shall 
meet any obligation imposed upon it by State law as defined in Chapter 4117 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
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Section 21.2 Complete Agreement. This Agreement may be altered, changed, added to, 
deleted from, or modified only through the voluntary consent of the City and the Lodge in a 
writing signed by the parties. 

Section 21.3 Duration. All of the provisions of this Agreement shall become effective July 1, 
2012, unless otherwise specified. This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect through 
June 30, 2015. 

Section 21.4 Dispute Resolution Procedure. The statutory dispute resolution procedure set forth 
in Ohio Revised Code Section 4117 .14, including final offer settlement proceedings under Ohio 
Revised Code Section 4117.14(D)(l), shall be applicable to reopener negotiations and to successor 
negotiations. 

Section 21.5 Terms Effective During Successor Negotiations. Should negotiations for a 
successor Agreement extend beyond the expiration date of this agreement, tl1e tenns of mis 
Agreement shall remain in effect during such negotiations. Additionally, the parties agree tlmt tlie 
restrictions placed on the conciliator's authority set form in O.R.C. section 4117.14(0)(11) shall 
not apply to reopener or successor negotiations. As such, the parties agree mat a conciliator will 
have the authority to issue an award that provides for increases in rates of compensation, if any, 
and other matters with cost implications retroactive to the date of the expiration of this 
Agreement. 
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FOR THE CITY OF GROVEPORT: 

~L 
Marsha Hall, City Adminish·ator 
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FOR THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF 
POLICE, CAPITAL CITY LODGE 9: 

"'tyA'" -·-·c:~ t/:_---::_____-. 
Russell Carnahan, Lodge Attorney 



h:IEMORANDUM OF ill:!J2ERSTANDING 

This memorandum of understanding is entered into between the Fraternal Order of 
Police, Capital City Lodge No. 9 and the City of Groveport. This memorandum addresses the 
issue of step increases for employees in 2015 pursuant to the collective bargaining agreement. 

Effective for the period January 1, 2015 through June 30, 2015: Bargaining unit 
employees who are employed with the City as of January 1, 2013 shall be entitled to a step 
increase, if applicable, on their anniversary date if such anniversary occurs prior to June 30, 
2015. Bargaining unit employees who are employed with the City as of January 1, 2013 shall be 
entitled to a step increase, if applicable, on June 30, 2015, if their anniversary date occurs 
between July I and December 31, 2015. 

For FOP, Capital City Lodge No. 9 For City of Grovepoti 




